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October 28, 2009	 RE: HARBISON-WALKER REFRACTORIES
PERMIT NO. 31E00043
PORTAGE COUNTY
WINDHAM

CERTIFIED MAIL
Mr. Joseph Berger
Facility Engineer
9686 East Center Road
P.O. Box 490
Windham, Ohio 44288

Dear Mr. Berger:

On September 29, 2009, an inspection of the above referenced facility's wastewater treatment
system was conducted. The facility was represented by Mr. Joseph E. Berger, Facility Engineer
and Mr. Joe Bateman, Safety Coordinator. Mr. Bruce Morgan, Environmental Compliance, also
represented the facility via a conference call. The purpose of the inspection was to examine the
facility's outfalls and receiving stream along with the facility's compliance status with respect to
the terms and conditions of the above referenced National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit.

During the inspection, the following items were noted/discussed:

1. The ongoing oil & grease violations at outfall 31E00043601 were discussed. You
indicated that the company currently has not been able to isolate the source of
the oil & grease.

2. Currently three presses which utilize noncontact cooling water along with
stormwater discharge through sampling station 31E00043601.

3. You indicated that the facility is considering rerouting the noncontact cooling
water from sampling station 31E00043601 to outfall 31E00043002. In addition,
roof top stormwater would also be rerouted to different manholes in the parking
lottprM€b$Q43jQ'

4. You were informed (hat the oil & grease violations have been an ongoing
problem. The facility has been cited for these violations multiple times over the
past several years.

5. You were informed that the facility's permit expires on October 31, 2011. The
Northeast District Office will be required to insert a schedule of compliance in the
facility's next permit to address this issue if it is not resolved by the expiration of
the facility's NPDES permit. The schedule of compliance would likely require that
treatment be installed, i.e., an oil/water separator.

6. You informed me that the facility had some internal decisions to finalize prior to
committing to the Agency what actions were going to be taken to resolve the
ongoing oil & grease violations.

7. Ouffalis 31E00043001 and 31E00043002 were both inspected. Both discharges
were clear. However it was evident that oil & grease was released in the past.
Floating oil booms downstream of outfall 31E00043001 had some oil
accumulation.
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Inland Water cleans the outfalls 31E00043001 and 31E00043002 quarterly.
Northcoast collects the samples at outfalls 31E00043001 and 31E00043002 and
performs the analytical analysis.
Mr. Bateman collects the sample at station 31E00043601.
The facility submits the data through Ohio EPA's Electronic Discharge Monitor
Reporting, e-DMR, system. You indicated that this allows the facility to keep
better track of their compliance.

This office has recently reviewed your self-monitoring reports covering the period August 1,
2007 through September 30, 2009 for the referenced facility. Our review indicates violations of
the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. The specific instances of noncompliance are
as follows:
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This office is in receipt of a letter from Mr. Bruce E. Morgan of your company dated
October 23, 2009. The proposed solution and timeline in the letter is acceptable to this
office.

Please be advised that such instances of noncompliance may be cause for enforcement actions
pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

Should you have any comments or questions regarding this letter, do not hesitate to contact me
at (330) 963-1143.

Respectfully

Michael W. Stevens
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MWS/mt
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