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November 15, 2007	 RE: GREEN CIRCLE GROWERS, INC.
PERMIT NO: 31N00344
LORAIN COUNTY

Mr. John Van Wingerden
Green Circle Growers, Inc.
15650 St. Rt. 511
Oberlin, OH 44074

Dear Mr. Van Wingerden:

On October 18, 2007, an inspection of the above referenced facility's wastewater
treatment system was conducted. The facility was represented by Mr. Mark Sheldon.
The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the operation and maintenance of the
wastewater treatment plant along with the facility's general compliance with its National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

During the inspection the following items were noted/discussed:

1. The plant design of the wastewater treatment system is 8,000 gpd.
2. Currently the package plant has been averaging 1,310 gpd since

December 1, 2006, with a maximum of 2,500 gpd.
3. The blowers were running and the plant was receiving good aeration.
4. Both the sludge return line and skimmer return line were functioning

properly.
5. The treatment system appeared to be underloaded.
6. The surface sand filter beds had vegetation growing in them. See Fig 1.

The vegetation should be removed regularly.
7. An unauthorized discharge was observed coming out of the greenhouse

building located on the southwest corner of S.R. 511 and S.R. 20. The
process wastewater discharge was draining down a cement trough into a
manhole. See Figures 2 & 3. This water is then pumped back into the
greenhouse building. Mr. Sheldon indicated that this water discharges to
waters of the State during heavy rain events when the water volume in the
manhole exceeds the pump's capacity. When this occurs, the water then
flows underneath S.R. 511 and discharges into the East Fork of the
Vermillion River.

This office has recently reviewed your self-monitoring reports covering the period
December 1, 2006, through October 31, 2007, for the referenced facility. Our review
indicates violations of the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. The specific
instances of noncompliance are as follows:
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Limit Violations
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Chlorine, Total Residu 	 1D Conc	 0.038 0.07
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Dissolved Oxygen	 1D Conc	 5.0	 4.6
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Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3
	

30D Conc 1.0	 1.86
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7D Conc	 1.5	 1.86
	

6/8/2007

Frequency Violations

2/22/2007 601
	

01350	 Turbidity, Severity 	 1/Week	 1

Please inform this office in writing, within 45 days receipt of this letter, your
intentions to eliminate the unauthorized discharge specified in item 7. The letter
should indicate what actions are going to be taken to eliminate the process water
from discharging to waters of the State. The letter should also include dates
either actual or proposed for completion of the actions.

Please be advised that such instances of noncompliance may be cause for enforcement
actions pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6111.

Should you have any comments or questions concerning this letter, please feel free to
call me at (330) 963-1143.

Respectfully,

Michael W. Stevens
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MWS/mt
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