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RE: COLUMBIANA COUNTY
—_LISBON COMBINED SEWERS

NPDES PERMIT NO: OH0126268
OHIO EPA PERMIT NO. 3PA00034
COMPLIANCE EVALUATION

Mr. Bill Hoover
Board of Public Affairs
Lisbon Water and Sewer
203 North Market Street
Lisbon, OH 44432

Dear Mr. Hoover:

On August 10, 2010, this writer along with Mr. Dan Gilt, of our Columbus office, conducted a
compliance evaluation inspection at the Lisbon combined sewers. We held a meeting at the
water plant and your facility was represented by Mr. Mike Ours, Sr. operator, Mary Ann Gray
and Joe Morenz of Village Council, Joe Chapman and yourself of the Board of Public Affairs.
This inspection was conducted to evaluate the compliance of the NPDES permit issued for the
Village combined sewer system. My correspondence will address the NPDES permit and Mr.
Gill will send a letter covering the program for combined sewers. The facility is considered to be
in non-compliance with its NPDES permit.

At the time of the inspection the following observations and comments were noted:

1) A review of the combined sewer overflows within the system was conducted. It appears
many of the overflows are seldom used. Evaluations of the overflows in accordance with
the approved permit during the work day have not documented any recent overflows.
However, the staff is not available to evaluate the overflows after work hours and during
weekends. The Village should install apparatus to document if overflows are occurring
outside of work hours. This will allow for a more accurate assessment of the
effectiveness of the work recently completed. The Village must also hire a Professional
Engineer to determine if any of the overflows could be blocked off. Provide written
correspondence advising this office of the date that any overflows are permanently
closed.

2) The Village is almost complete with three of the separation projects required in Part I, C,
of the Schedule of Compliance in the NPDES Permit. However, these projects are not
being accomplished in the date specific order that the Village provided the Agency when
the permit was drafted. This may not be an unreasonable approach since the Village
was coordinating with other projects being completed within the Village, however, it
would still be considered a violation of the Village's permit. If the Village wishes to alter
the schedule, a request in writing should be submitted to the Agency for approval.
Furthermore, Project four, as listed in your NPDES permit, is scheduled is to be
completed by September 1, 2011. Project two was scheduled to be completed by
September 1, 2009, but the Village opted to do project four to coordinate with another
village street project. The Village has yet to secure funding for project two. After an
evaluation of the current projects that have been completed, the Village must submit an
updated schedule for the remaining projects.
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3) During the review of the combined sewer overflows, sewage was observed at the ouffall
011, just west of the Dickeys lift station. It was a dry period and there should not have
been an overflow. Village staff checks the pump station daily, however, the overflow
may not have been observed since it was dry weather. It was unknown when the
release may have occurred. The overflows should be evaluated regularly (i.e. weekly) to
document if they have activated. This would also let the Village know if there are other
sources outside the Village system releasing through the outfall. This issue relates back
to Item 1 above for the Village to do a thorough evaluation of the overflows to document
the current status of overflows after the first three separation projects have been
completed. After the administration has evaluated its finances and discussed the
current status with its engineers, an updated schedule for the completion of the
elimination of the combined sewers must be submitted to this office by September 30,
2010.

4) The Village currently does not have a schedule for routine sewer maintenance and
cleaning. With the elimination of the storm water from the sanitary sewer the Village
may see an increase in the accumulation of sediment in the sewer lines resulting from
reduced flow rate. A systematic flushing and cleaning of the lines must be implemented
to help prevent backups into private residences and commercial property.

5) The Village must enact a sewer use ordinance that prevents clean water connections to
the sanitary sewer. This ordinance should include a program to systematically remove
clean water connection to the sanitary sewer (e.g. point-of-sale home inspections, during
property transfers, etc.). This will also help prevent backup of sanitary waste into private
residences.

Should you have any comments or questions regarding this letter please feel free to me at
(330) 963-1193.

Sincerely,

Joseph E. Trocchio, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water
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Mike Ours, Operator.
Lisbon Village Council
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Dan Gill, Ohio EPA, DSW, CO
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