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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northwest District Office
347 North Dunbridge Road
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398

TELE: (419)352-6481 FAX: (419)352-846B
mw.epastate.oItus

Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

Re: Ashland County
Cinnamon Lake
NPDES Permit

July 28, 2009

Mr. Eugene Sheridan
Cinnamon Lake Utilities Association
1443 Laurel Drive
West Salem, Ohio 44287

Dear Mr. Sheridan,

On July 16, 2009, an inspection was made of the wastewater treatment facilities serving the
Cinnamon Lake subdivision located at 1443 Laurel Drive, West Salem, Ashland County. At the
time of the inspection all major treatment units were in service. Mr. Bob Adams was present
during the inspection to answer any questions regarding plant operations.

Several concerns were noted with the plant operations at the time of the inspection. The
surface of the clarifiers on both treatment plants had a heavy layer of sludge present. This layer
of sludge was thick enough, and had been there for a sufficient amount of time that weeds had
started to grow on the sludge. The four sand filter beds were covered with a heavy layer of
weeds. The northwestern sand bed which was in use was ponded and was bypassing through
the vent caps in the sand. The chlorine contact tank was full of solids to the extent that weeds
had begun to grow in the tank. Solids were visible in the effluent from the treatment plant.

Our office is very concerned that the condition of the treatment plant has gotten worse since our
previous inspection. The operation had been slowly improving for some time. Mr. Adams
indicated that one of the operators had left and that the Utilities Association would not replace
him. Mr. Adams also indicated that the Association had reduced the working hours of the
remaining staff. This has made it difficult for the staff of three operators to run both the water
treatment plant and wastewater plant. Mr. Adams stated that due to the reduction in staffing
almost all work on the Inflow and Infiltration (I/I) project has ceased. This is a major concern for
our office due to the extreme adverse effects of the Ill on the treatment plant.

A review of the facility's discharge monitoring reports from the months of December 2008
through June 2009 revealed numerous violations of the limits contained in your NPDES
permit. A summary of these violations is included on a separate sheet. Mr. Adams continued to
stress that the ammonia leaving the treatment plant normally meets the effluent limits, and that
the pond adds ammonia which can cause violations to occur.

Please be aware that the NPDES permit authorizing the discharge from the wastewater
treatment plant expires in March 2010. A renewal application is due to our office no later than
September 30, 2009. As discussed in several of our previous letters, a compliance schedule will
be included in the new permit requiring treatment plant upgrades.
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If you have any questions please a call me at 419-373-3070.

Sincerely,

'c5
Walter Ariss
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water

/Ib

Enclosure

PC:
Bob Adams, Utility Manager, Cinnamon Lake
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OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE INSPECTION

•	 WWTPS LESS THAN 25,000 GPD
NPDES Permit N. ) 6bp/5 9'

Facility Name	 ___piration Date_______________

Facility Address /9V3 4111/ A—	 Date ^/'9 Time_Z 'Jo am
City 4/er,'- 34	 County ,Z4 /ca,. Y _ Township______________

Name and Address of

Person Contacted	 e4' çOwner Phone_______________

Flow. Design /,^73 ckJa)	 GPD	 Present &th9 --2)?- ,oO3PD (metered -estimated)
Trib. Pop. 	 (actual . estimated) Weather at time of inspection'. Temp 	 D

OEPA Personnel %/o/4r AY' c	 District NWDO

1. Plant Effluent - Mark Severity No.

2. Effect of effluent on Receiving Stream Name: ,4&4&, ,Crg	 frcr-a'^ Cce-et

3. a. Plant has ___________ excellent 	 good 	 fair c?r	 poor operation
b. Plant has 	 excellent 	 good 	 fair____	 poor maintenance
c. Sand filters have _____ excellent 	 good 	 fair	 poor maintenance

d. Not operating at expected efficiency due to:

(1)_ c?J'iydraulic overload	 Disinfection: (Required May I thai Oct.31.)
(2) organic! solids overload	 N	 OUT	

Chlorination •4r ''---t f'(3) personnel inefficiency
(4) equipment failure  	 Dechlorination Tablets
(5) wastes  	 U.V.
(6) 10j

Yes No

4._ 	Compliance with NPDES Permit	
Y	 N	 Parameters:

Periodic Violations

	

Chronic Violations	 4"-
5. 	 Adequate plant safety

6.- _____ Operation and Maintenance Service 	 Name

Frequency of Visits
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Process	 # Units	 Unit	 If Needed - Description and Comments

Trash Trap	 Pumping Frequency

Preliminary	 Grease Trap	 Pumping Frequency:

Bar Screen
Comrninutor

Flow Equalization

Aeration	 Plant Timer _V -N	 Cr& Tme
/y *0&eoi 4-4r "-s-nr

Equipment	 K Motor! Blower Unit	 _____________________________

Secondary	 Color :a ,4
Treatment	 Aeration Tank	

Adequate Aeration: Y(N -

-	 a-'- tt A/cc. /c.. 4ai-e-
Clarifier	 Sc ze–' /47 er -K ,'c-' cnos

______ 	 /-4/	 4- -qrc--- ,-p
Final Settling	 -Sludge Return

_	 In
Surface Skimmer	 In	 Out
Fixed Media Clarifier

Surface Sand Filter -rMc.t,'-	 i9/f 4' See/s -le.- very 49a/
Tertiary 	 e 4 cjgr/, -2d 4'cecjêS
Treatment	 Polishing Pond

Other
Jizeier^r Chlorineeeder	

J JJ/ ,Jc,/,4
Disinfection	 Dechlorination Tube Feeder

Ultraviolet (UV)

Elapsed Pump Time
Flow Metering Recorder (continuous total)

Pumps
Raw Wastewater (type)

CA'asd
-Sand Filter Effluent Dosing

Sludge	 — Aerated Storage Tank
Handling	 Sludge Drying Bed	 c1st

Municipal POTW
Sludge
Disposal	 Landfill

Land Application

Post Aeration

F
Tatment	 Spray Irrigation

Other
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