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August 19, 2009

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Robert Michael Sr., Safety & Environmental Manager
Crown Battery Manufacturing Company
1445 Majestic Drive
P.O. Box 990
Fremont, Ohio 43420

Subject: Notice of Violation (NOV) for monitoring/recordkeeping and reporting violations
and clarification of emissions units control equipment and pressure drop ranges at
Crown Battery Manufacturing Company (0372030089) with response due by September
2, 2009.

Dear Mr. Michael Sr.:

This letter shall serve as a NOV for failing to take immediate corrective action for
pressure drop deviations on the cartridge filter system (baghouse #4) controlling
emissions units P016-P028, P034-P037 and three new grid casting machines installed
on October 31, 2007 (permits pending), for failing to submit quarterly deviation reports
in a timely manner and for failing to submit semiannual continuous monitoring system
performance reports as required by the Lead Acid Battery Manufacturing Area Source
MACT, 40 CFR Part 63, Subpart PPPPPP. Additionally, this letter shall clarify which
emissions units are controlled by which control device, define the associated pressure
drop range for each baghouse and discuss some permitting issues at the facility.
Complete permit applications for the three new casting machines were submitted on
May 11, 2009 and are still being processed at the Northwest District Office (NWDO).

Control Equipment and Pressure Drop Ranges:

Crown Battery maintains three fabric filter baghouses (units #1-3) in addition to the
cartridge filter system (baghouse #4) identified above. Baghouse # I controls
emissions units P029 & P030, baghouse #2 controls emissions unit P031 and baghouse
#3 controls emissions units P032 & P033 These sources are permitted in PTI 03-
13450, issued 7/10/01. Emissions units P016-P028. P034-P037 are controlled by the
cartridge filter system and are permitted in PTI 03-16167, issued 8/12/04 and
administratively modified on 4/24/08. The three newgrid casting machines are also
controlled by baghouse #4.
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Based on manufacturer data and previous compliant stack tests, the acceptable
pressure drop range for the three fabric filter baghouses is 2.0-3.5 inches of water and
the acceptable range for the cartridge filter system is 1.0-2.5. The company most
recently verified these ranges in a January 31, 2008 letter submitted to this office.

Permitting Issues:

As stated above, an administrative modification was issued for PTI 03-16167 on
4/24/08. The purpose of the modification was to change the pressure drop range from
1.0-2.5 to 2.0-3.5 for emissions units P016-P028. This office incorrectly assumed at
that time that these emissions units were controlled by one of the three fabric filter
baghouses (units #1-3), which operate at a higher range, and only emissions units
P034-P037 were controlled by the cartridge filter system (#4). Upon further review of
the company's files and previous stack test data, it appears that the emissions units
controlled by baghouses #1-3 are actually permitted by PTI 03-13450. Therefore, the
administrative modification to PTI 3-16167 was not necessary since all units identified in
that permit are all controlled by baghouse #4 and the correct pressure drop range was
already established in the permit for that control device.

To correct the mistake in PTI 03-16167, another administrative modification will be done
to change the pressure drop range for all emissions units back to 1-2.5 inches of water.
Regardless of this error, the company should still be complying with the manufacturer
specified ranges identified above and as noted through its correspondence with this
office. The language in PTI 03-13450 states that the pressure drop across the
baghouse shall be maintained within the range established during the most recent
emission test that demonstrates the emissions unit is in compliance. Therefore, this PTI
03-13450 is correct at this time and no modification is required.

Quarterly Deviation Reports/Pressure Drop Deviations:

A recent review of the company's file showed that the last quarterly deviation report
submitted included pressure drop readings through July 2008. Reports for 3rd and 4t)
quarters 2008 and 1st quarter 2009 could not be located. Failure to submit the required
reports is a violation of the PTI's 03-13450 and 03-16167 and ORC 3704.05. The
company was contacted via e-mail on July 14, 2009 regarding the missing reports and
responded by saying there was a misunderstanding and the missing log sheets would
be immediately submitted. The log sheets were received the following day.
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In reviewing the logs sheets, is was discovered that the pressure drop readings for the
cartridge house exceeded the 1.0-2.5 one day in January 2009 range and most days
during February and March 2009, and that the pressure drop range for the cartridge
house identified at the top of the company's log sheet had been changed from 1.0-2.5
inches of water to 2.0-3.5. Even though the administrative modification to PTI 03-16167
incorrectly changed the range for some emissions units in the permit due to confusion
as to which sources were tied into which baghouse, the acceptable range for the
cartridge house has always been 1.0-2.5.

The monitoring and recordkeeping section of the permit requires the company to
immediately investigate the cause of any pressure drop deviation and to take prompt
corrective action to bring the operations of the control equipment within the acceptable
range. Additionally, the MACT also requires the company to record these instances and
take immediate corrective actions. The corrective actions are to be recorded and
reported in the monitoring system performance report in accordance with 40 CFR Part
63.10(e)(3). Given that the violations continued for multiple days in February and March
2008 and the company was unaware that any deviations occurred when notified after
the review of the log sheets, it can be assumed that no corrective measures were taken
to immediately rectify the problem. This is a violation of the PTIs, MACT, Subpart
PPPPPP and ORC 3704.05.

The company submitted a compliance plan for maintaining compliance with pressure
drop ranges for the three baghouses and cartridge house on October 15, 2008, in
response to a September 11, 2008 NOV. The company needs to review this plan and
ensure that employees are familiar with it and know the correct pressure drop range for
each baghouse. It has also been observed that Mr. Jeff Kramer is the only person
reading and recording the pressure drop readings and no readings are being taken
when he is off or on vacation. Per the PT!, the readings are required to be taken on a
daily basis. Not taking any readings because only one person is trained to perform this
task is an unacceptable reason to miss a reading.

MACT, 40 CFR Part 63, Subpart PPPPPP Requirements:

As previously mentioned, the company is required to submit a monitoring system
performance report in accordance with 40 CFR Part 63.10(e)(3). This report should
include all instances when pressure drop readings deviated from the acceptable range
and the corrective actions taken. If no deviations occurred, a report must still be
submitted stating such. This report is to be submitted semiannually and to date no
semiannual reports have been submitted. Please submit a report covering the time
period from the compliance date of July 16, 2008 through the end of 2008 and another
report for the first half of 2009. Please submit these reports by September 2, 2009.
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The submission of information to respond to this letter does not constitute a waiver of
Ohio EPA's authority to seek civil penalties pursuant to ORG section 370406. The Ohio
EPA will make the decision on whether to pursue or decline to pursue such penalties
regarding this matter at a later date. If the company has any questions and/or
comments concerning this letter, please contact me at the above address or call
(419) 373-4111.

Sincerely,

tS\kic\cN
Melanie Ray
Division of Air Pollution Control
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