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Mr. Corey Bishop, Technical Manager
POET Biorefining - Leipsic
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Leipsic, Ohio 45856

Dear Mr. Bishop:

On December 5, 2006, POET Biorefining - Leipsic (POET) was issued a permit for the
construction of an ethanol plant. The permit was modified on May 29, 2008, and was
reissued under Permit to Install (PTI) # 03-17416. The PTI contained two 143
mmBTU/hr natural gas fired boilers, which required certification tests of the continuous
NOx monitoring systems, no later than 180 days after start up.

According to the first quarter deviation report submitted by the company, the new plant
was started up in late January of this year. POET failed to conduct the certification tests
on the monitoring systems as required for each boiler. These are violations of the terms
and conditions of PTi 03-17416, 40 CFR Part 60.8 and Ohio Revised Code 3704.05.

The monitoring section of the boiler PTI states the following, “Prior to the installation of
the continuous NOx monitoring system, the permittee shall submit information detailing
" the proposed location of the sampling site in accordance with the siting requirements in
40 CFR Part 60, Appendix B, Performance Specifications 2 for approval by the Ohio
EPA, Central Office.” The Ohio EPA has not received this information, which is a
- violation of the terms and conditions of PT1 # 03-17416 and Ohio Revised Code
. 3704.05.

According to your email to Elissa Hartfield of our office, on August 4, 2008, POET is
planning to install a Predictive Emission Monitoring (PEM) system. However, the terms
and conditions of the PT! refer to a continuous emission monitoring (CEM) system, and
not a PEM. The Ohio EPA has specific terms and conditions for the installation of a
PEM system, Should the company wish to pursue the installation of a PEM system, the
company must submit their PEM plan to the USEPA for approval, per 40 CFR Part
60.49b(c). If the plan is approved, the permit will need to be reopened and the permlt
language modified.
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The reporting section of the boiler PTI states the following, Pursuant to the NSPS, the
source owner/operator is hereby advised of the requirements to report the following at
the appropriate times: construction date, actual start-up date, and date of performance
testing.” POET failed to submit this information, which is a vqiatlon of the terms and
conditions of PTI # 03-17416, 40 CFR Part 60.7 and Ohio Revised Code 3704.05.

This office is requesting the facility submit a written response to this letter by September
10, 2008, which includes, at a minimum, action plans to correct the violations noted
above. Please be advised that the submission of the requestéd information to respond
to this letter does not constitute waiver of the Ohio EPA’s authJor[ty to seek civil
penalties pursuant to ORC section 3704.06. The Ohio EPA WI|| make a decision on
whether to pursue or decline to pursue such penalties regardlng this matter at a later
date.

Should the company have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact
me directly at (419) 373-3136.

Sincerely,

%QW

Jay P. Liebrecht
Division of Air Pollution Control
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pc:  Don Waltermeyer, DAPC-NWDO
Todd Brown, DAPC, CO
Tom Kalman, DAPC, CO
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