y

Larpess,

Air Pollution Control Division ChicEPA

APC Contractual Representative
Canten City Health Departm ent Serving All of Stark County

420 Market Avenue North ¢« Canton, Ohio » 44702-1544
{330) 489-3385 » Fax: (330) 489-3335

Terri Dzienis James M., Adams, R.S. MPA
Acting APCD Administrator Health Commissioner
CERTIFIED MAIL June 7, 2011

Ms. Debra Kimmel
4883 Manchester Ave SW
Navarre, OH 44662-9614

Re: INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL OPEN BURNING

Dear Ms. Kimmel:

The Canton City Health Department, Air Pollution Control Division (APCD) represents the
Ohio EPA in air quality matters within Stark County. As such, APCD employees are charged
with the responsibility to investigate and enforce Ohio EPA (OEPA) air pollution regulations.

On Friday June 6, 2011, 1 was at your residence and observed your burn pile that contained
evidence of past burning for waste disposal and evidence of intentions of future burning for
waste disposal. Your residence is in what the Ohio EPA calls an unrestricted area. Open
burning for disposal of residential waste is allowed in unrestricted areas, subject to the five
conditions listed in Ohio Administrative Code 3745-19-04 (B)(3). One of these requires that
the fire must be at least one thousand feet from the nearest occupied residence not on the
property. Your fire did not meet this criterion and is therefore in violation of Rule 3745-19-04.

There are tree trimmings in your burn pile. There are recycling operations in the county that
accept tree and bush trimmings. One location is the Brewster Street Department. For more
information, you can contact the Stark-Tuscarawas-Wayne Joint Solid Waste Management
District at 800-678-9839 or view their web site at www.timetorecycle.org

There is no Ohio EPA enforcement planned at this time, but be aware that future violations
could result in monetary fines.

Smcelely,
sup O Cleck

Gteg,oryZ Clark, CHMM, CAHES
Air Pollution Control Engineer

Attachment: OAC Rule 3745-19-04; “Before You Light It™; photographs

cc: Addressee via first class mail
Correspondence File
Complaints, Open Burn, Tuscarawas Township
Ele\gi[el ane Dept., Brewster Village Hall, 302 S. Wabash Avenue, Brewster, Ohio 44613
3A Clar
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3745-19-04 Open burning in unrestricted areas.

{Comment: For dates of non-regulatory government publications, publications of recognized
organizations and associations, federal rules, and federal statutory provisions referenced in this
rule. see the last paragraph of rule 3745-19-01 of the Administrative Code titled "Incorporation
by reference.”]

(A) No person or property owner shall cause or allow open burning in an
untrestricted area except as provided in paragraphs (B) to (C) of this rule or
in section 3704.11 of the Revised Code.

{B) Open burning shall be allowed for the following purposes without
notification to or permission from the Ohio EPA:

(1) Heating tar, welding, acetylene torches, highway safety flares,
heating for warmth of outdoor workers and strikers, smudge pots and
similar occupational needs.

() Bonfires, campfires and outdoor fireplace equipment, whether for
cooking food for human consumption, pleasure, religious,
ceremonial, warmth, recreational, or similar purposes, if the
fotlowing conditions are met:

(a) They are fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas or
equivalent, or any clean burning fuel with emissions that are
equivalent to or lower than those created from the burning of
seasoned firewood;

{(b) They are not used for waste disposal purposes; and

(c) They shall have a total fuel area of three feet or less in
diameter and two feet or less in height except when such fire is
used for ceremonial purposes it may have a total fuel area no
greater than five feet in diameter and five feet in height if the
ceremonial fire bums no longer than three hours.
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(3) Disposal of residential waste or agricultural waste generated on
the premises if the following conditions are observed:

(a) The fire is set only when atmospheric conditions will readily
dissipate contaminants;

(b) The fire does not create a visibility hazard on the roadways,
railroad tracks, or air fields;

(c) The fire is lecated at a point on the premises no less than one
thousand feet from any inhabited building not located on said
premises;

(d) The wastes are stacked and dried to provide the best
practicable condition for efficient burning; and

{e) No materials are burned which contain rubber, grease,
asphalt or liquid petroleum products.

(4) Disposal of hazardous explosive materials, military munitions or
explosive devices that require immediate action to prevent
endangerment of human health, public safety, property or the
environment and that are excluded from the requirement to obtain a
hazardous waste permit pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(d) of rule 3745-
50-45 of the Administrative Code.

(5) Recognized training in the use of fire extinguishers for
commercial or industrial fire prevention.

Fires allowed by paragraphs (B)(1), {B)(2), (B)(3) and (B){(5) of this
rule shall not be used for waste disposal purposes, and shall be of the
minimum size sufficient for their intended purpose; the fuel shall be
chosen fo minimize the generation and emission of air contaminants.

C\Documents and Settings\GCTARK \Desktop\3745-19-04.doc Page 2 of4



(C) Open burning shall be allowed for the following purposes upon
receipt of written permission from the Ohio EPA, in accordance with
paragraph (A) of rule 3745-19-05 of the Administrative Code, provided
that any conditions specified in the permission are followed:

(1) Disposal of ignitable or explosive materials where the Ohio EPA
determines that there is no practical alternate method of disposal,
excluding those materials identified in paragraph (B)(4) of this rule;

(2) Instruction in methods of fire fighting or for research in the
control of fire as recognized by the State fire marshal division of the
Ohio department of commerce and the guidelines set forth in the
National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) publication 1403:
"Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, Chapter 4, Acquired
Structures”, provided that the application required in paragraph
(A)(1) of rule 3745-19-05 is submitted by the commercial or public
entity responsible for the instruction;

(3) In emergency or other extraordinary circumstances for any
purpose determined to be necessary by the director and performed as
identified in the appendix of rule 3745-19-03 of the Administrative
Code. If deemed necessary, the open burning may be authorized with
prior oral approval by the director followed by the issuance of a
written permission to open burn within seven working days of the
oral approval;
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(4) Disposal of land clearing waste generated on the premises if the
following conditions are observed:

(a) The fire is set only when atmospheric conditions will readily
dissipate contaminants;

(b} The fire does not create a visibility hazard on roadways,
railroad tracks, or air fields;

(¢) The fire is located at a point on the premises no less than one
thousand feet from any inhabited building not located on said
premises; and

(d) An air curtain destructor or other device or method
determined by the director to be at least as effective is used to
curtail release of air contaminants;

(5) Recognized horticultural, silvicultural, range, or wildlife
management practices; and

(6) Fires and/or pyrotechnic effects, for purposes other than waste
disposal, set as part of commercial film-making or video production
activities for motion pictures and television.

(D) Open burning shall be allowed for the prevention or control of disease
or pests with written or verbal verification to the Ohio EPA from the local
health department, cooperative extension service, Ohio department of
agriculture, or U.S. department of agriculture, that open burning is the
only appropriate disposal method.

Effective: 07/07/2006 R.C. 119.032 review dates: 01/20/2006 and
07/07/2011 CERTIFIED ELECTRONICALLY Certification
06/27/2006 Date Promulgated Under: 119.03
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When you burn refuse in burn barrels or open piles, the potential
cost to your health, your home, vour neighbors and your environment
far exceeds the price of adequate collection services.

Protect yourself, your neighbors and your wallef by knowing the
rules—what you can burn and where.

What is open burning?

You are open burning any time you light an outdeor fire without a
chimney or stack.

Why is open burning a problem?

Open burning can release many kinds of toxic fumes. Leaves and
plant materials send aloft millions of spores when they catch fire,
causing many people with allergies te have difficulty breathing.

The pollutants released by open burning also make it more
difficult to meet health-based air quality standards, especially in or
near large cities. The gases released by open burning can also corrode
metal siding and damage paint on buildings.

What open burning
is never allowed?

Under Ohio law, these materials may not be
burned anywhere in the state at any time:

« garbage—any wastes created in the process of
handling, preparing, cooking or consuming food,;

» materials containing rubber, grease and asphalt or
made from petroleum, such as tires, cars and aute
parts, plastics or plastic- coated wire; and

» dead animals unless approved for control of
disease by a governing agency.

Other restrictions:

* Open burning is not allowed when air pollution warnings, alerts or
emergencies are in effect.

* Fires cannot obscure visibility for roadways, railroad tracks or air
fields.

» No wastes generated off the premises may be burned. For example,
a tree trimming contractor may not haul branches and limbs to
another site to burn.

Does Ohio EPA ever allow
exceptions to the rules?

Under certain circumstances, yes. However, to burn a prohibited
material or set a fire in a restricted area, you must receive written
permission from Chio EPA before you begin burning. This may take
two weeks,

Can a community regulate open burning?

Yes. However, local ordinances cannot be less strict than the
state law.

What happens if I’m caught
illegally open burning?

Ohio EPA has the authority to enforce the state’s open burning
laws. Viclations can result in substantial penalties. If you have any
questions, or would like to report a suspected open burning incident,
contact your Ohio EPA district office or your local air pollution control
agency. Ohio EPA is represented by five district offices and nine local
air agencies. See the map in this brochure for the agency to contact in
your area.

Health Concerns

Burning housc hu[d wa&t(* pIUf{UL.t“- s 1:11& T,
toxic chemicals and is one of the largest
inowr sources of dioxin in the nation.
Other air pollutdants from open burning include
particulale matter, sulfur dioside, lead aﬂd merclry.
Thoese pollutants have been lniked to several health problems,
;.l'lf_,ll_idlllg asthmea, regpiraiory lnesses, nervous system
damage, kidney and liver rumage and
e ")Tﬂdnl{ ive or d( Ve lnpmgutﬂ disorders.




What can I burn?

The following open fires are allowed in Ohio:

Type of Fire

lno]rlw £ v11;¢m~ r;T «.1 ;_(1_[ Qf.ll(,u:”td. Ny npem, L

Barbeques, campfires
cookouts

Wood stack no 1arger than 2 ft. high x 3 ft. wide.
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.

Outside avillage or éity (if \,cnm ated on prtgpuui e

Wood stack no larger than 2 ft. high x 3 ft. wide,
Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.

Agricultural waste

Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as

tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,
grass, shrubbery and material from crop or
livestock production. This includes fence posts
and scrap lumber, but does not include buildings,
land clearing waste, dead animals or animal waste.
Fire must be more than 1,000 feet from neighbor’s
inhabited butldmg Must noﬁﬁ; tho EPA in advance

Agricultural wastes and plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps,
brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and material from crop ot
livestock production. This includes fence posts and scrap lumber, but
but does not include buildings, land clearing waste, dead animals or
animal waste.

Fire must be more than 1,000 feet from neighbor’s inhabited building.

Land-clearing waste

Not permltted n city iimil

Plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,
grass, shrubbery and crop residues. With prior written permission from

| Ohio EFA. This may take two weeks.

Residential waste

Ni_‘.)‘t_‘1'3er:rr'l.ittecl= inceity lmits

Ceremonial fires

Plant matter such as tree {rimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves,

. grass, shrubbery and crop residues. Also wastes such as wood or paper
| products that are generated by one-, two-, or three-family residences.

Fire must be more than 1,000 feet from neighbor’s inhabited building.

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high x 5 ft. wide.
Duration no longer than three hours.

Use clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent.
Must notify Ohio EPA in advance.

Wood stack no larger than 5 ft. high x 5 ft. wide.
Duration no longer than three hours,
No netification required.

Occupational fires: welding
torches, heating tar, heating
for warmth of cutdoor
workers and strikers

Use clean, seasoned ﬂrex;food contained in a
55-gallon drum.

Use clean, seasoned firewood contained in a 55-gallon drumn.

Firefighter training,
Explosive material disposal

With prior written permission from Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

With prior written permission from Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

Horticultural, silvicuttural,
range or wildlife
management practices

With prior written permission from Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

With prior written permission from Ohio EPA.
This may take two weeks.

Disease or pest control

Local health department, the Ohio Department of
Agriculture or the U.3. Departiment of Agriculture
verifies to Ohic EPA that open burning is the only

appropriate control method and must notify
Ohio EPA in udvance.

Local health department, the Ohic Department of Agriculture or the
U.5. Department of Agriculture verifies to Ohio EPA that open burning
is the only appropriate control method.

* villages and cities are considered “restricted areas,”

which include:

« within the boundaries of any municipal corporation;
» within corporation limits and a 1,000-foot zone outside any municipal corporation having a peopulation of 1,000 to 10,000; and
= within corporation limits and a one-mile zone outside any municipal corporation with a population of more than 10,000, Call your lecal municipality for corporation boundaries.
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Local Air Pollution Control Agencies

Holnes

District Offices

CDO - Central District Office - (300) 686-2330

NEDO - Northeast District Office - (800) 686-6330
NWDO - Northwest District Office - (800} 686-6930
SEDO - Scutheast District Gffice - (800) 686-7330

SWDO - Southwest District Office - (800) 686-8930

1.

N

Akron Regional Air Quality Management District (800) 589-2480
wwi.ci.akron.oh.us/ HealthQ4/ divisions. him

. Canton Division of Air Poliution Control (330} 489-3231

www.cartonhealth.org/apc/

. Hamilton County Environmental Services (800} 889-0474

wiww. hedoes.org

. Cleveland Division of Air Quality (216} 664-2324

wwnw. clevelandhealth.org/AtrQualiity/

. Regional Air Pollution Control Agency (Dayton Area) (800) 458-2115

WWL. rapea.org

. Lake County Air Pollution Control (440) 350-2543

www.leghd org

. Portsmouth Air Pollution Control {877) 372-7522

ww.cl.portsmouth.oh.us/ departments/ health/

. Toledo Divison of Environmental Services (419} 936-3015

www.cl.toledo.oh.us/ Departments/ PublicUtilities/ tabid/ 91/
Default.aspx

- Mahoning-Trumbull Air Pollution Control Agency (330) 743-3333

www.ychd.com/ Services/ AirPollution.aspx



For a complete copy of Ohio’s open burning regulations, contact:

Ohio EPA

Division of Air Pollution Control
P.O.Box 1049

Columbus, Ohic 43216-1049
(614)644-2270

or visit our Web site at
www.epa.chio.gov/dapc/ general/ openburning.aspx

What You Can Do Instead of
Open Burning

= Reduce the amount of waste you generate.
» Reuse items in ancther way,
* Recycele - Contact your local government

about curb-side pickup or drop-off locations for
bulky pr haz%}"dous items.

bR

+ Compostyard
irimmings and
foodscraps, while
creating a natural, free
fertilizer.

John R. Kasich, Governor
Scott J. Nally, Director

Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Printed on Recycled Paper



