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June 18, 2007

Mr. Joe Schaeffer
P.O. Box 223
Holloway, Ohio 43985

Dear Mr. Schaeffer:

I am writing this letter in response to a complaint received by this office. The complaint
alleges that you are planning to open burn the remainder of a house that was previously
damaged by fire.

On June 12, 2007, I spoke to you by phone to inform you that the open burning of a house
or demolition debris from a house is not permitted in Ohio. You had stated in a village
council meeting (you are a village councilman) that you intend to burn the house. During our
conversation, you told me that you will burn the house or have a cookout and burn the
house in little piles. As I explained to you then, a cookout fire must be no larger than two
feet high and three feet wide and only clean seasoned firewood or equivalent can be used.
Demolition debris does not qualify as an acceptable fuel.

Open burning of this type is in violation of the requirements specified in Ohio Administrative
Code (OAC) rule 3745-19-03 and is punishable by a maximum fine of up to $25000 per day
per violation lam enclosing a copy of this rule and a pamphlet that explains this rule for
you. If you open burn the house or the demolition debris from the house, legal action may
be taken against you.

If you have any questions, please contact me at this office at 740-380-5217 or 1-800-686-
7330.

Si erel

Lisa Duvall
Environmental Specialist
Division of Air Pollution Control
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