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	July 17, 2007	 RE: SUMMIT COUNTY
CITY OF BARBERTON
SEWAGE SLUDGE CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Randy Hart, Mayor
576 West Park Avenue
Barberton, Ohio 44203

Dear Mr. Hart:

On May 24, 2007, a sewage sludge inspection was conducted in order to
determine compliance at the Barberton wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) with
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule 3745-40, Ohio's sewage sludge rules. On
July 16, 2007, Ohio EPA received a letter, dated July 13, 2007, from Mr. Rob
Burkhard, Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator, contesting the violations
documented in Ohio EPA's July 5, 2007 Notice of Violation.

The July 13, 2007, letter from Mr. Burkhard provides the 1994 USEPA guidance
document "Land Application of Sewages Sludge" states that "mixing bulk EQ
sewage sludge with other EQ sewage sludges, composting it, or mixing it with
other non 503 regulated substances such as bulking agents, wood chips, or
substances to enhance the beneficial characteristics of the sludge as a fertilizer
theoretically results in a mixture that is still EQ in quality." Ohio EPA does not
accept this argument for the following reasons:

The yard waste does have the potential to cause pathogen growth,
attract vectors and increase heavy metal concentrations. Ohio EPA
refers you to page 87 of the updated 2003 USEPA guidance document
entitled "Control of Pathogens and Vector Attraction in Sewage Sludge,"
which is available at the following Internet address:
http://www.epagov/ORD/NRMRL/Pubs/1  992/625R9201 3chapl 0.pdf,
which clarifies the amendment process that is occurring at the WWTP.
The 2003 USEPA guidance states "regulations regarding "exceptional
quality" material, or material which complies with the levels of highest
pathogen and vector attraction reduction as well as heavy metals limits,
are based on when the sludge preparer loses control of the material. If the
EQ material is still within your control (i.e. on-site or owned by the
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preparer) when it is mixed, the new product must undergo pathogen
and vector attraction reduction processes and be analyzed for Part
503 parameters includin g pathogens, vector attraction reduction, and
heavy metals. This may be problematic for some facilities since a mix if
stable compost and soil, for example, is unlikely to meet/undergo PFRP
time and temperature requirements. You may have to test the mix for
hejminth ova and enteric viruses in order to demonstrate compliance with
Class A pathogen reduction. If, however, the EQ material has left your
control (i.e. is sold to a soil blender), the material falls out of the
jurisdiction of the Part 503, and any subsequent blending of the material
with other products is not covered by these regulations." Moving the
monitoring point of the sewage sludge to a point after the sewage sludge
is mixed with yard waste will ensure that the EQ requirements of OAC
Rule 3745-40 are being satisfied.

2. The yard waste does have the potential to cause pathogen growth.
OAC Rule 3745-40-05(N) requires the density of fecal coliform in the
sewage sludge to be less than one thousand most probable number
(MPN) per gram of total solids or the density of Salmonella sp. bacteria in
the sewage sludge to be less than three MPN per four grams of total
solids at the time the sewa ge sludge is used or disposed, at the time
the sewage sludge is prepared for sale or given away in a bag or
other container for land application, and at the time the sewage
sludge is prepared to meet the requirements of OAC Rule 3745-40-
04(C). Moving the monitoring point of the sewage sludge to a point after
the sewage sludge is mixed with yard waste will ensure that the EQ
requirements of OAC Rule 3745-40 are being satisfied.

3. The inclusion of yard waste will alter the nutrient composition of the
sewage sludge. OAC Rule 3745-40-04(A) requires that for EQ sewage
sludge that is sold or given away, a label or informational sheet shall be
provided to the person who receives the sewage sludge. The
concentration of total Kjeldahl nitrogen (mg/kg and grade), ammonia
nitrogen (mg/kg), available phosphorus (grade), soluble potassium
(grade), total phosphorus (mg/kg), and total potassium (mg/kg) are some
of the information that is required to be submitted to the person who
receives the EQ sewage sludge. Since the WWTP is not performing
monitoring after the point where yard waste is mixed with sewage
sludge, incomplete information is bein g provided to the person who
receives the EQ sewage sludge. Moving the monitoring point of the
sewage sludge to a point after the sewage sludge is mixed with yard
waste will ensure that the EQ requirements of OAC Rule 3745-40 are
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being satisfied. A copy of the WWTP's EQ sewage sludge label or
information sheet is requested to be submitted to Ohio EPA.

The July 13, 2007, letter from Mr. Burkhard also poses the question as to how
the EQ land application monitoring and EQ yard waste amendment
monitoring will be reported on the monthly operating reports (MOR). When
the WWTP submits the "Application for Modification of Ohio NPDES Permit" to
modify the WWTP's existing NPDES permit in order to include Stations 581
(Land Application of Non-Class A Sewage Sludge), 586 (Disposal of Sewage
Sludge in a Landfill), and 588 (Transfer of Sewage Sludge to Another NPDES
Permitee), as required in the Ohio EPA July 5, 2007, NOV, the V'ANTP must also
request a Station 589, which will be utilized for the monitoring of sewage sludge
with a yard waste amendment. Once the NPDES permit is modified, the WWTP
will then report all EQ land application monitoring under Station 584 and the EQ
yard waste amendment monitoring under Station 589.

Until such time as monitoring of the yard waste amendment is moved to a point
after the mixing occurs or the inclusion of yard waste into sewage sludge is
terminated, the WNTP will be in violation of OAC Rule 3745-40. A written
response as to how these issues will be addressed must be submitted to my
attention by August 3, 2007. Should you have any questions regarding the
sewage sludge inspection, please contact me at your earliest convenience at
(330) 963-1118.

Sincerely,

A

Chris Moody
Environmental Specialist
Division of Surface Water

CM:bo

cc:	 Dennis Weaver, WWTP Superintendent

ec: Andrew Gall, DSW-NWDO
Jacob Howdyshell, DSW-CO


