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Chris Korieski, Director

May 1, 2009

Mr. Mike Killer
Conveylt, Inc
532 Green Street
New Haven, Indiana 46774

RE: Complaint Investigation, Clark County Salt Pile, NPDES permit #1GR00664

Dear Mr. Kitter:

The Ohio EPA recently became aware of groundwater contamination issues related to
the presence of a large stockpile of salt managed by your company. The pile is
managed on property Convey It, Inc. leases from CSX Railroad, located off Tremont
City Road, in Moorefield Township, north of Springfield, Ohio- The salt is sold to private
contractors and is used for wintertime snow and ice control.

Coverage under an Ohio EPA industrial stormwater discharge permit was renewed in
September, 2006. Based on our April 7, 2009, telephone conversation, Convey It, Inc.,
had never developed a "Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3)", as the permit
requires, and explaining how runoff from the site will be managed to minimize negative
impacts to the surrounding area. On April 13, 2009, I received from you via electronic
mail a map/diagram of the site in question, and a 2 page explanation of sail handling
practices now employed at the site.

On April 14, 2009, during a moderate rain, I inspected the site to determine the direction
of flow of stormwater runoff, to determine salinity levels of the runoff, and to collect
samples of the water. Greg Buthker from Ohio EPA's Water Quality group accompanied
me during this visit, and the following observations were made:

1. Runoff from the pile is mainly to the east, leaving the asphalt pad at the fence
line and flowing into an adjacent low lying wooded area. (The property is owned
by Navistar.) Boundaries of the area receiving the runoff are visibly defined by
the presence of standing dead trees, and a complete lack of understory
vegetation. After leaving the asphalt pad, runoff quickly soaks into the ground,
passing through perhaps a foot of topsoil before entering a highly productive
groundwater aquifer system associated with the Mad River.

2. The only place where any kind of constructed berm was observed was directly
adjacent to the eastern edge of what remains of the salt pile, near the concrete
load ramp. (A small stretch of remnant berm was observed a short distance
south of the pile, paralleling the fence line.) Chunks of salt were observed to
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have breached the berm near the concrete load ramp, possibly due to excessive
steepness of the pile. South of the pile where salt has been compacted against
the pad by heavy equipment, no barrier of any kind was observed, though it's
possible the limestone "pad" installed prior to the pile being built up has been
mixed into the smashed salt. There is nothing to prevent rainwater from coming
into contact with this material, nor is there any kind of viable barrier present to
pond salt laden runoff and keep it on the site.

The remaining berm observed at the north end of the pile (near the concrete load
ramp) did not appear to have created a "semi-hard barrier" (as described in the
SWP3) capable of stopping water from flowing through it. Likewise, placing
limestone "sand" over the pre-existing asphalt before building the salt pile is
probably ineffective at preventing salt-laden stormwater from soaking into the
ground, especially if the integrity of the asphalt has never been assessed. In
general, a berm composed of porous sand-like material does not seem well
suited to the task of stopping the flow of runoff. Sand is simply too porous to
hold water.

4. Specific conductance of the runoff was measured in the field, and translating
figures obtained from the conductivity meter into an amount of salt present in the
water shows the runoff to be roughly 10 percent brine, or more than 100,000
parts per million salt. Water quality standards, by comparison, limit discharges to
a maximum of 1500 parts per million salt.

No cover of any kind was observed to be in place over the inactive part of the
pile. While its size is greatly diminished this time of year, at the time of this
inspection it looked like there was still enough salt present beyond the pile's
"working face" to justify a cover. The remnants of a cover were not observed to
be present at the site.

Based on my observations, this site is in violation of the following portion of the Ohio
Revised Code (ORC):

ORC 6111.04- Water Pollution Violations Prohibited
Part A(1) of this section of the law states that "No person shall cause pollution or place
or cause to be placed any sewage, sludge, sludge materials, industrial waste, or other
wastes in a location where they cause pollution of any waters of the state."

Stormwater runoff that comes in contact with the salt pile creates a brine solution that
can be considered "other waste" { defined in ORG 6111.01(D)}. If contained and
appropriately managed, this material could have commercial value since many highway
departments now apply brine to roads prior to the arrival of winter storms. Conveylt,
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however, currently deals exclusively with rock salt, and allows the brine that forms from
contact with rainwater to flow off the property as waste.

"Waters of the state" is defined to include "accumulations of water, surface and
underground, natural or artificial, regardless of the depth of the strata in which
underground water is located, that are situated wholly or partly within, or border upon,
this state, or are within its jurisdiction, except those private waters that do not combine
or effect a junction with natural surface or underground waters." (See ORC 6111.01(H))

The property on which the salt pile in question is managed is located over the Mad
River buried valley aquifer, an important source of groundwater in the area. It is
considered a "sole source" aquifer, which U.S. EPA defines as the sole or principal
source of drinking water that, if contaminated, could pose a threat to public health.
Because of the highly porous nature of the sands and gravels that comprise the aquifer,
anything spilled on the ground may quickly make its way into groundwater.

Analytical results of water samples recentlytaken by the Clark County Combined Health
District from a drinking water well located roughly one thousand feet west of the salt pile
confirmed the presence of elevated levels of both sodium and chloride. (A copy of the
sample results has been included with this letter.) The well, once used by Clark State's
Truck Driving Training Institute, has been rendered unusable because contaminant
levels far exceed drinking water standards.

The City of Springfield's drinking water system utilizes a system of groundwater wells
located about 3 miles south of the salt pile. While there is no evidence of impact to
these wells, groundwater in the area of the salt pile moves generally south and west, in
the direction of the city's wellfield. Another smaller public water system, along with
several private wells, also exists in the area, and could be affected by the plume of
contaminated groundwater created by runoff from the salt pile. No evidence exists
suggesting that contamination has occurred in these other wells, but some have been
recently sampled and analytical results are pending.

Conclusions
Conveylt, Inc. needs to drastically change its salt handling practices to prevent
continued contamination of groundwater in the area. Three options exist which could
remedy the situation:

1. Covering the pile at all times, and figuring out how to capture runoff during
periods when salt is being off-loaded at the site, then loaded out in trucks.

2. Installing on the property a system of pipes and small basins or ponds that will
effectively capture and contain salt-laden stormwater runoff, preventing its flow
into the underlying aquifer.
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3. Finding another location at which to store salt where it will be easier to control
and manage runoff.

If Conveylt chooses to remain at the site, it will have to provide significantly more
information within its Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Within 60 days of receipt of
this letter, please provide the following information:

1. How salt will be unloaded from rail cars and moved into the pile;

2. How the covering system will be put in place and maintained;

3. How the new berm system will be constructed and maintained, and how runoff
water will be managed if a large storm produces more rainfall than the
containment system can hold;

k How runoff will be ponded and kept on the site, particularly during periods when
the pile is being built up, and when the working face is active.

If you have questions about anything in this letter, please contact me at (937) 285-6442
or via email at chris.cotton@epa.state.oh.us .

Sincerely,

Chris Cotton
Division of Surface Water

Ec:	 Dan Chatfield, Clark County Combined Health District
Ellis Dewell, City of Springfield Water Treatment Plant Superintendent
Allison Reed, OEPNSWDO/DDAGW
Bob Moore, OEPA/SWDO/DDAGW
Jeff Davidson, OEPA/SWDO/DDAGW
Tya Darden, OEPNSWDO/DDAGW
Bill Fischbein, OEPA Legal
Tim McDaniel, Navistar
Mark Luginbill, Navistar

Cc:	 Bob Mounts, Moorefield Township Trustees

CC/plh
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