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April 11, 2008

Joel McGuire, Mayor
City of Harrison
300 George Street
Harrison Ohio 45030

RE: Compliance Evaluation Inspection at Harrison WWTP
NPDES Permit 1 PC00002*HD

Dear Mayor McGuire:

On April 2, 2008, Mike McCullough and I met with Jim Leslie, Bob Haas and Gene Allen to
conduct a pre-permit/compliance evaluation inspection at the Harrison Wastewater
Treatment Plant. A copy of my inspection report is attached. All areas were rated as
satisfactory except for the effluent quality which was rated as marginal due to the effluent
limit excursions noted in my report.

Several important items are discussed in the summary of findings section of the report. No
response to this inspection is necessary. If you have any questions regarding the
inspection or the report, please call me at (937) 285-6101.

If you have any questions regarding my report of the inspection orthis letter, please call me
at (937) 285-6101.

Sincerely,

L&z., da,'
Mary Osika
Environmental Specialist
Great Miami River Basin
Division of Surface Water

Enclosure

cc:	 Jim Leslie, Harrison Utilities Director

Printed an ReCyded Paper	 Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunity Employer	 Printed in-house
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Summary of Findings! Comments

During the review period of March 1, 2007 to February 28, 2008, there were four permit
limit excursions reported by the facility at outfall 001 to the Whitewater River. The
violations are described below.

5/1/2007— Nitrogen, Ammonia reported concentration (7 Day) 1.56 mg/I, limit 1.5 mg/I

6/1/2007 - Total Suspended Solids reported concentration (30 Day) 13.76 mg/I, limit 12mg/I

6/15/2007 - Total Suspended Solids reported concentration (7 Day) 21 mg/I, limit 18 mg/I

7/1/2007 - Nitrogen, Ammonia reported concentration (7 Day) 1.73 mg/I, limit 1.5 mg/I

The Harrison Wastewater Treatment Plant has been treating wastewater at an average of
0.970 MCD for the past year. The average daily design flow rate of the plant is 2.3 MCD.
This flow value is what the Ohio EPA approved for the expansion of the plant in January of
2002. During the comment period for the current NPDES permit, this flow rate was
discussed again in an October 2, 2003 letter from Mark George with Finkbeiner, Pettis &
Strout on behalf of the City of Harrison. The design engineer did confirm that 2.3 was the
design flow rate for the wastewater plant. From my research, the 2.75 MCD rate related to
a design high month flow, which we do not use for permitting purposes. It is important to
note that all applications for sanitary sewer extensions should use the 2.3 MCD rate to
represent the capacity of the Harrison Wastewater Treatment Plant.

An outfall sign will need to be placed along the river in accordance with OAC 3745-33-08.
A condition will be placed in the NPDES permit requiring the signage. A draft permit will be
out shortly for public comment that contains this requirement. Other permit requirements
that will show up in the draft permit were discussed with the wastewater treatment staff
during the inspection.

A review of the DMRQA study 27 could not be completed. The results from our lab on
Harrison's DMRQA tests should be received in the Southwest District Office soon. If the
results show anything of concern, the City of Harrison will be contacted to go over the
results to resolve any issues.

During the wastewater treatment plant inspection, two things were noted. The plant is
using on a trial basis, an archaea bacteria to help with decomposing solids and solids
settling ability in the waste sludge process. Ohio EPA is interested in the outcome of this
trial. Visual effluent quality was rated as marginal during the time of the inspection due to
the amount of solids seen overflowing the weirs on the clarifiers.
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Sections E thru K: Complete on all inspections as appropriate. N/A - Not Applicable N/E - Not Evaluated

fleo$ ..	 CafljEt#*a.

COMMENTS I STATUS:

ekti6awinIjiia nieMsaha	 kit àfl	 ..-

COMMENTS / STATUS:

See summary of findings/comments for permit violations during the review period.
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COMMENTS/STATUS: basement backup related to sewer break/repair.
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(a) SLUDGE MANAGEMENT PLAN (SMP) SUBMITTED DATE 	 APPROVAL # - NOT SUBMITTED - N/E

COMMENTS/STATUS: The plant is generating almost double the amount of sludge since previous year. The plant
is using Archaea bacteria on a trial basis to see if sludge reduction/settling improves. Complaints received on days
when decanting sludge from digester.

COMMENTS/STATUS:
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COMMENTS/STATUS:

COMMENTS/STATUS: see attached sheet
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OUTFALL	 OIL	 GREASE I TURBIDITY I VISIBLE	 FLOAT	 VISIBLE	 OTHER
NO.	 SHEEN	 FOAM	 SOLIDS	 COLOR

001	 -	 -	 yes	 -	 -	 -

COMMENTS/STATUS:

I noted quite a bit of floc particles overflowing weirs of clarifiers.

River was high. Effluent pipe submerged at the river. City has purchased property between WWTP and
river.

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE ARE OBSERVED, ASK THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

(1) WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THE CONDITION?
(2) IS THE OBSERVED CONDITION OR SOURCE A WASTE PRODUCT?
(3) WHERE IS THE SUSPECTED CONTAMINANT NORMALLY DISPOSED?
(4) IS THIS DISPOSAL PERMITTED?
(5) HOW LONG HAS THE CONDITION EXISTED AND WHEN DID IT BEGIN?

COMMENTS/STATUS:
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