
September 9, 2009

Ms. Barbara Wingate
2170 Brothan Dr.
Toledo, OH 43614

Dear Ms. Wingate:

This is to confirm in writing my findings about complaint # 372 regarding open
burning at your residence. As contractual agent for Ohio EPA, it is our job to
enforce the rules in Lucas County regarding any air quality issues. The
complaint I received states that you have an area in the back yard, in which you
burn "spruce" wood and "trash wood." The smoke is terrible and affecting the
health of various neighbors.

Upon arrival at your home, I observed no open burning occurring at the time. I
saw the size of the fire pit, and it is within the 3 ft x 3 ft diameter regulation. I
spoke with you about the height of the flames. They are to be 2 foot or less. I did
not see any unacceptable burning material on the premises such as garbage or
green or treated wood products.

Since I can only enforce the Ohio EPA's rules OAC 3745-19, this fire pit is
permissible. I would recommend that any fire or embers not be left unattended at
any time and the means to extinguish the fire is readily available. If we receive
another complaint and find that you are in violation, it could result in a fine of
$250.001dayfviolation.

I appreciate your cooperation in this matter as your neighborhood houses are
fairly close together. Please call me if you have any further questions at 419-936-
3778.

From Toledo - an International Award Winning City

Dave Muir
Environmental Specialist

Cc: Karen Granata, Chief, Air Section, TOES


