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Environmental
Protection Agency
John R. Kasich, Governor
Mary Taylor, It. Governor
Scott J. Nally, Director

August 18, 2011

Mr. Stanley Kaldor
61280 Ray Ramsey Road
Jacobsburg, Ohio 43933

RE: Notice of Violation

Dear Mr. Kaldor:

'BELMONT COUNTY
''COMP - RIVER VALLEY COMPOST
NOV'-

On August 11, 2011, Steve Rine and I conducted an inspection of River Valley Compost
(Facility). During our visit, we inspected the Facility and daily logs that were available
for viewing in the office. The following improvements have been made at the Facility.

1. The second pad appears to be making a marked improvement at the Facility.
2. The large windrow north of the second pad, which contained whole fruits had

was grinded down.
3. The Facility had no odors outside the facility boundary at the time of the

inspection on August 11, 2011.

During the course of my inspection, the following violations were observed:

OAC Rule Reference	 Rule
3745-27-01(B)(2)	 Biodegradable containers" means a container

composed of materials, such as vegetable
(Biodegradable containers shall have an	 matter, paper, cardboard, and plastics that meet
ASTM standard of D6400-04 or D6868). 	 the American Society for Testing and Materials

(ASTM) "Standard Specification for the
Corn posta ble Plastics" (D6400-04)

The plastic bags that are sent to the facility (www.astm.org ) and that may display the
have an ASTM standard of D5510 and International Biodegradable Products Institute's
STSTM - 05208 which DOSES NOT meet "Compostable Logo," that will decompose or
the requirements set forth in 3745-27- degrade at a rate equal to or faster than the
01(B)(2). Remove bags.	 material within the containers under equivalent

conditions.

3745-27-45(A)(5) 	 The owner or operator shall properly manage any
containers used to transport authorized materials

(plastic bags that are at the facility) 	 to a composting facility that do not meet the
definition of biodegradable containers as defined

The plastic bags that are sent to the facility in rule 3745-27-01 of the Administrative Code.
have an ASTM standard of 05510 and Such containers shall not be introduced1into the
STSTM - D5208 which DOSES NOT meet composting process except at a class I
the requirements set forth in 3745-27- composting facility where the owner or operator
01 (B)(2). Remove bags	 is mixing such containers with type J feedstocks.
3745-27-45(C)(1 )(d)	 All reasonable measures are employed to collect
Trash must be contained in a container properly contain and dispose of scattered litter,
not in a pile on the ground. 	 including the use of portable wind screens and

frequent inspections of the facility.
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3745-27-45(G)(2)	 Surface water management. The owner or
operator of a composting facility shall control

(Leachate accumulation on the property.) 	 surface water runoff and run-on, prevents
ponding and erosion, and minimizes the impact
to surface and ground waters. For the purpose of
this rule runoff includes precipitation that has
fallen onto the composting facility and has not
come in contact with any compost products, or
solid wastes including feedstocks, bulking
agents, or additives. At a minimum, the owner or
operator shall do the following: Divert surface
water from the materials placement areas. The
land surface of the waste handling, composting,
compost curing, and cured compost areas of the
facility shall be greater than or equal to one per
cent in slope and less than or equal to six per
cent in slope so as to direct surface water to
collection points or otherwise control the surface
water drainage to minimize erosion.
(Comment: The owner or operator of a
composting facility, where different feedstock
types are accepted, may be subject to cross
contamination as described in paragraph (I) of
this rule. When applicable, the owner or operator
should consider cross contamination in the
design of the slope at the facility.]

3745-27-45(H)(3)(b)	 Leachate management. The owner or operator of
a class I, II, Ill or IV composting facility shall do
the following: Take action to minimize the
production of leachate and control, or eliminate,
ponding of leachate and the conditions that
contribute to the discharge of leachate from the
facility.

3745-27-46(B)	 No owner or operator of a composting facility
You are required to test BEFORE you sell shall sell or offer for sale at retail or
or give away compost, 	 wholesale, use, distribute for use, or give away

any compost product for the use
for which the product is being sold, offered for
sale, distributed, or given away or
for which the product is being used by the owner
or operator unless the owner or operator has
demonstrated in accordance with paragraph (C)
of this rule that the compost product complies
with the applicable compost quality standards.

3745-27-46(E)	 Compost product quality standards applicable to
Review and submit TABLE 1,3,4, and 5 cured compost produced from type A, B,C,D, and

and submit them to the lab. There are Dl feedstocks. See tables enclosed with this
specific requirement addressed in rule letter.
3745-27-46(1)	 addressing	 sampling
methods.
3745-27-45 (A)(3)	 The owner or operator of a composting facility

shall have a copy of all applicable authorizing
The month of August was not available, 	 documents available for inspection by Ohio EPA

or the approved health department during normal
I operating hours.
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On August 12, 2011, 1 received a fax from Nathan Pelunchette with Liberty Distributors,
the bags that you have accepted from this facility DO NOT meet the ASTM standard
approved by Ohio EPA. All bags must be removed from the piles.

I reviewed your sampling results from Holmes Laboratory Inc. and they DO NOT meet
Ohio EPA requirements. I spoke with Gary from Holmes Laboratory, and they do NOT
have the capability to conduct the testing required by Ohio EPA. You will need to find a
qualified lab to conduct the sampling required. If you need help with this, contact me
and I will see what I can find for you.

You are not to sell anymore compost until you have tested your final product as required
by Ohio EPA rules and regulations.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (740) 380-5228.

Sincerely,

Erika Jackson, RS
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Materials and Waste Management

EJ/cb

Enclosure:
OAC Rule 3745-27-46 Table 1,3,4 & 5
Holmes Laboratory, Inc. Lab Results



COMPOST
ANALYSIS REPORT

Web Site: www.holmeslab.com

Date : 07/27/2010

Cust : River Valley Compost
Lab No.	 10 - 4751

Compost

Wet Basis
lbs/laO	 lbs/
Cu.Ft.	 Cu.Yd.	 lb/ton

2558

20.98
7.16

2.05

1.02

18.93

6.14

3.58

8.19

5.37

0.40

66.25

6.65

2.56

.015

.399

.061
5.70

2.21

1.45

.1... 1.)

17.89

1.80

.69

.004

.108

.016
1.54

6.40

4.20

5.00

51.80

5.20

2.00

012
.312
.048
4.46

690.7

	

5.66	 16.40

	

1.93	 5.60

	

.55	 1.60

	

.28	 .80

	

5.11	 14.80

	

1.66	 4.80

	

.97	 2.80

.	 S
HOLMES LABORATORY INC.
3559 US 62
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone (330) 893-2933
E-mail: holmeslabinfo@wjtj7.com

"A VITAL KEY TO TODAYS AGRICULTURE"

River Valley Compost
61280 Ramsey Rd.
7acobsburg OH 43933

	

Item	 Dry
Basis

Lbs/gal
Lbs/CU,Ft.

LY' pH
Total Solids	 (TS)
Moisture

h/Total Nitrogen (TKN)	 1.41
Available Nitrogen 	 .49

Ammonia Nitrogen	 .14

Available Ammonia	 .07

Organic Nitrogen	 1.27

Available Organic N.	 .42

,/Phosphorus	 (P)	 .24

Phosphate	 (P205)	 .55

L.-'Potassium	 (K)	 .36

totash	 K2O) 4 20

Calcium	 (Ca)	 4.45

Magnesium	 (Mg)	 .44
Chloride	 (Cl)
Sodium	 (Na)	 .178

	

ulur	 (S)
' copper	 ppm (Cu)	 10
anganese ppm (Mn). . : 268

'inc	 ppm (±)	 41
Ironppm. (Fe)	 3833
Aluminum ppn (.41)

,/oron	 ppm (B)
Nitrate-N ppm(NO3 -N)
Ash	 42.33
EC	 millimhos/cm
Total Organic Matter	 57,67
Total Carbon	 29.99
Carbon to Nitrogen Ratio
Total Volatile Solids (TVs)

6

Wet
Basis

3.4,2
25.58

8.3
58.15
41.85

82
.28

.08

04

74

.24

14

.32

.21

-,' -

2.59

.26

.10

6
156
24

2229

24.61	 629.52	 169.97
1.20 (1:5 v/v method)

33.54
17.44
21 : 1

492.20
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3745-27-46	 Table I

I .	 .CqèntratIon '
Paramethr 4 hmit mgIkg-diy	 Preparatuon.. -	 Analytical

wight 	 iethód	 - 2ithacIi
Arsenic	 41	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 6010B

U.S. EPA 3050B or	 U.S. EPA 7060A or
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7061A

Cadmium	 35	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 60106
U.S. EPA 3050B or 	 U.S. EPA 7130 or
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7131A

Copper	 1500	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 60108
U.S. EPA 30508 or	 U.S. EPA 7210
U.S. EPA 3051

Lead	 300	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 6010B
U.S. EPA 3050B or	 U.S. EPA 7420 or
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7421

Mercury	 7.8	 AOAC 971.21 or	 AOAC 971.21
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7471A or

U.S. EPA 6010B
Nickel	 420	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 60106

U.S. EPA 3050B or 	 U.S. EPA 7520
U.S. EPA 3051

Selenium	 100	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 6010B
U.S. EPA 30506 or	 U.S. EPA 7740 or
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7741A

Zinc	 2800	 AOAC 975.03(B)(b) or U.S. EPA 6010B
U.S. EPA 30508 or 	 U.S. EPA 7950
U.S. EPA 3051	 U.S. EPA 7951
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Table 3

PararnetOrMicr6b1äIôäUñti rpreparatlOiiflethOd

Fecal coliforms	 Preparation and	 Standard methods
analytical methods 	 part 9221 E or part
with a limit of less	 9222D
than 1000 Most
Probable Number per
gram of total solids 	 Standard methods
(dry weight)(1 000	 9260D and either
MPN/GTS). 	 9222D or9221E

Salmonella spp. Preparation and	 Standard method
analytical methods	 part 9260D
with a limit of less
than 3 Most Probable
Number per 4 grams
of total solids
(3M PN/4GTS)
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Table 4

Method for determining percent foreign matter

Foreign matter content shall be determined by passing a dried, weighed sample of not
less than 100 grams of the cured compost through a U.S. standard No. 5 sieve (4
millimeter). The material remaining on the screen shall be inspected and the foreign
matter shall be separated and weighed. The weight of the foreign matter divided by the
total weight of the cured compost sample and multiplied by one hundred shall be the
percent dry weight of the foreign matter content.

[Comment: Rule 3745-27-01 of the Administrative Code defines foreign matter as
"inorganic and organic constituents that were not readily decomposed during
composting including, but not limited to: plastics, glass, textiles, rubber, leather, metal,
ceramics, styrofoam, sharp objects, and painted, laminated, or treated wood and bark".]
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Table 5

Paraäièter..:f
d

Boron	 AOAC 985.0IC and U.S. EPA method 6010B
Maturity	 Dewar-flask method test or Solvita test or
-	 phytotoxicity and seedling-growth response or

02/CO2 respirometry
pH	 North central regional (NCR) publication 221 or U.S.

EPA 9045C soil pH or ASTM D 2976-71
Salinity	 NCR publication 221
Total nitrogen	 Dumas method (N-analyzers)
Total organic carbon	 U.S. EPA 9060
Total phosphorous 	 U.S. EPA 6010B or U.S. EPA 3050B or U.S.EPA

3051 or
U.S. EPA365.2 orAOAC method 985.01C and
U.S.EPA 6010B or U.S. EPA method 7610

Total potassium	 U.S. EPA 6010B or U.S. 3050B or U.S. EPA 3051 or
AQAC method 985.01 C and U.S. EPA 601 OB or
U.S. EPA method 7610

The parameters identified for testing in table 5 have no associated concentration limits.
The analysis is necessary to ensure that compost quality is appropriate for the
recipient's specific use of the compost product.

Acceptable levels of maturity will vary according to end-user application (note: check
date of maturity test).

Acceptable pH level will vary according to end-user application and will generally be in
the 5.5 - 8.5 range.

Acceptable levels of soluble salts will vary according to end-user applications. The
optimal ranges for growing media (compost amended soil) is 0.5 to 4.5 millimho per
centimeter (mmhos/cm).

Compost producers may provide pH and soluble salts information in product literature
for the intended end-user application that reflect user industry standards.


