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RE:	 HOLMES COUNTY
CLARK TOWNSHIP
MEL AND MARY'S COTTAGES
OHIO EPA PERMIT NO. 3PR0031 1*BD

Notice of Violation

Certified Mail
Mel Raber and Leon Troyer
Mel and Mary's Cottages
2972 Township Road 190
Baltic, OH 43804

Dear Mr. Raber and Mr. Troyer:

On October 19, 2011, a site inspection was conducted at the above referenced facility at 2972
Township Road 190, Clark Township, Holmes County. During the inspection, I was
accompanied by Dean Stoll of Ohio EPA and Kraig Bucklew of the Holmes County Health
Department. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the facility's compliance status with
respect to the terms and conditions of the facility's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit.

The 1,500 gallons per day treatment works that consists of a trash trap, Oren GOT" AdvanTex
recirculating textile filter, and ultraviolet disinfection. Sludge management consists of
transferring sludge to another treatment works when needed. The treatment works discharges
to an unnamed tributary to South Fork Sugarcreek.

Observations
The following observations were made during the inspection:

1. Upon arrival for the inspection, the treatment works' high water alarm was on.

2. Many of the treatment plant's diffusers were clogged and not functioning correctly
(Figure 1). Maintenance must be performed to ensure uniform treatment of the
wastewater.

3. The recirculation tank requires maintenance as it was flooded and the pipes had become
dislodged and floated to the surface of the tank (Figure 2).

4. A cloudy, gray-colored effluent was being produced that was being discharged to waters
of the State" (Figure 3). The effluent color is an indication of a poorly operating treatment
works.

5. The area surrounding the treatment works was heavily overgrown with vegetation
(Figure 4). The vegetation must be trimmed or removed to prevent encroachment on the
treatment works.
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6. On November 2, 2011, Ohio EPA contacted Dean's Backflow Service to discuss the
current condition of the treatment works. Dean's Backflow Service stated that Kevin
Dean is no longer operating the treatment works and has not been the operator of the
treatment works for many months. Information must be submitted to Ohio EPA that
provides the contact information for the new operator of record for the treatment works.

NPDES Permit Compliance Review
A review of the electronic discharge self-monitoring reports (eDMR) received by Ohio EPA for
the period October 1, 2010, through November 1, 2011, indicates that the following violations
have occurred.

eDMR Reporting Violations
EDMRs for the treatment works have not been submitted to Ohio EPA for the period of October
1, 2010, to November 1, 2011. The treatment works must immediately being submitting eDMRs
to Ohio EPA in accordance with the treatment works' NPDES permit. Failure to submit eDMRs
to Ohio EPA constitutes violations of Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Chapter 6111.07 and the
NPIJES permit.

Please be aware that treatment works is currently defined in U.S. EPA's definition of "significant
noncompliance" based upon the above violations. Failure to resolve the violations will result
in Ohio EPA p ursuin g formal enforcement, whereb y violations of ORC Chapter 6111 are
punishable by fines up to $10,000 a day per violation.

Within fourteen (14) days of receiving this notice of violation, you must submit written
correspondence to Ohio EPA detailing how each violation will be resolved and the corrective
action(s) that have been implemented or will be implemented to address the poor operation of
the treatment works. The written report must include the date that each corrective action has
been initiated or will be initiated and the operator of record contact information, as requested
above. Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at your earliest
convenience at (330) 963-1118 or via e-mail at chris.moodyepaohio.gov .

7008 3230 0003 5411 6368
Sincerely,

Chris Moody.
Environmental Specialist II
Division of Surface Water

CC'	 Kraig Bucklew, Holmes County Health Department
Kevin Dean, Dean's Backflow Service, LLC
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Figure 1 - Many of the treatment plant's Figure 2 -	 The recirculation tank 'W-- a s
diffusers were clogged and not functioning flooded and the pipes had become dislodged
correctly.	 and floated to the surface of the tank
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Figure 3 -	 A cloudy, gray-colored effluent Figure 4 -	 The area surrounding the
was being produced that was being treatment works was heavily overgrown with
discharged to waters of the State.' 	 vegetation that must be trimmed or removed.


