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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

March 17, 2010

TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769 	 Ted Strickland, Governor
www.pa stateci.us	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris F(orleski, Director

RE: LORAIN COUNTY RESOURCE
RECOVERY COMPLEX
PERMIT NO: 3PR00394*BD
LORAIN COUNTY
OBERLIN

Mr. Dan Schoewe
Operations Supervisor
Lorain County Resource Recovery Complex
43650 Oberlin—Elyria Road
Oberlin, Ohio 44074

Dear Mr. Schoewe

On March 2, 2010, an inspection of the above referenced facility's wastewater treatment
system was conducted. The facility was represented by you. The purpose of the
inspection was to evaluate the operation and maintenance of the treatment plant along
with the facility's compliance status with respect to the terms and conditions of the
above-referenced National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

During the inspection, the following items were noted/discussed:

Unitech Environmental Services Inc. was contracted in July 2009 to
operate the treatment system. Unitech is responsible for collecting the
samples and reporting the data to Ohio EPA's electronic discharge
monitor reporting (e-DMR) system.
Unitech has been given signatory authority to submit the e-DMR reports
Unitech inspects the wastewater treatment plant once per week.
The classification for the treatment works regulated under the above
referenced permit is a Class "A". The classification requires that the plant
operator be present at the plant 2 days/week for a minimum of 1.0
hr/week. The requirements are enclosed.
Please note that dissolved oxygen, pH, temperature, and chlorine residual
are field tests which should be conducted on site.
Maintenance conducts the weekly color, odor, and turbidity readings and
records the daily flow meter readings.
The facility employs approximately 35 employees.
The blowers were running and the plant was receiving good aeration.
The contents of the aeration tank were light brown in color and no foam
was present. A medium brown color is indicative of a properly running
plant. The plant appears to be organically under loaded.
The skimmer return line was functioning properly and returning clear
water.
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11. The sludge return line was working properly and was returning light brown
water.

12. The surface sand filter beds had decomposing leaves and sludge in them.
This material should be removed and properly disposed. Also, the splash
pad should be leveled so that the effluent discharged into the surface sand
filter beds will evenly disperse across the entire surface area. Currently
only half of the sand filter bed is being utilized. See Figure 1.

13. Once the vegetation is removed in the surface sand filter beds, additional
filter media may be required. In general 18 inches of approved filter sand
is necessary. Any filter sand that is used must meet the requirements of
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-42-09. More specifically, for
conventional surface sand filters, filter sand shall be washed and free of
silt; have an effective size of 0.4 mm to 1.0 mm; and have a uniformity
coefficient less than 3.0.

14. Per your request, please find enclosed a copy of a partial list of companies
who have submitted approved samples of sand.

15. Solids build-up was present behind the baffle in the settling tank. This
material should be pumped out routinely when the trash trap is pumped.

16. The discharge to the evaporation pond was visually clear and appeared to
be having no impact.

17. It should be noted that chlorination/dechlorination is required from May 1"
through October 315t•

18. The facility's renewal permit was public noticed on March 16, 2010.
Please note that a schedule of compliance was placed in the permit which
requires the facility to meet E. Coli limits in the final table for internal
monitoring station 3PJ039401. During public notice you will have a 30
day period to evaluate your permit and comment in writing any concerns
you may have.

This office has recently reviewed your self-monitoring reports covering the period
November 1, 2007 through January 31, 2010 for the referenced facility. Our review
indicates violations of the terms and conditions of your NPDES permit. The specific
instance of noncompliance is as follows:

Limit Violations

:Repoi-flng.	 Reported Violation
Station Code	 Parameter -	 UmftTyp Limit Value 
601	 00610	 Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3)	 30D Qty	 0.091	 .11489	 3/112008
601	 31616	 Fecal Coliform	 300 Cone	 1000	 1100.	 6/1/2009

001	 50060	 Chlorine, Total Residue	 1D Conc	 0.038 24.	 8/2612009
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Frequency Violations

•	 Reporting	 Sample	 Violation
Station Code _Parameter	 Frequency rzxpqqtpd Roported Date
601	 00010	 Water Temperature	 11Week	 1	 0	 1112212007

601	 00083	 Color, Severity	 1/Week	 1	 0	 1112212007
601	 01330	 Odor, Severity	 1/Week	 1	 0	 11122/2007
601	 01350	 Turbidity, Severity	 1/Week	 1	 0	 11/22/2007
601	 00010	 Water Temperature	 1/Week	 1	 0	 02122/2008
601	 00083	 Color, Severity	 1/Week	 1	 0	 02/22/2008
601	 01330	 Odor, Severity 	 liWeek	 1	 0	 02/22/2008
601	 01350	 Turbidity, Severity	 1/Week	 1	 0	 02/22/2008

Should you have any comments or questions concerning this letter, please feel free to
call me at (330) 963-1143.

Respectfully,

Michael W. Stevens
Environmental Engineer
Division of Surface Water

MWS/mt
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paragraph (13)(1)(a) of this rule, shall be classified as a class II
sewerage system.

(2) Treatment works.

(a) Treatment works classification shall be based on design flow of the
treatment works and the final effluent limits for the treatment works
for monthly average concentrations of carbonaceous biochemical
oxygen demand, total suspended solids, and summer month
ammonia nitrogen designated in the treatment works NPDES permit.

(b) Class A, I, II, Ill, and IV treatment works shall be classified according
to the following tables:

-Classification of treatment works where one or more of the final effluent limits for
monthly average concentration is less than or equal to: 10 mg/L carbonaceous
biochemical oxygen demand, 12 mg/L total suspended solids, or I mg/L
ammonia nitrogen-
Design Flow
Less _than _or_ equal _to_0.025_MGD 
Greater than 0.025 MGD but less than 0.15
MGD
0.15 MGD to less than 1.0 MGD
1.0 MGD_to_ less _than _5.0_MGD
5 MGD and above

l(

I L

Classification
Class A	 >
Class I

Class IL	 D'/t
Class Lit
Class IV	 D'c/i.v For2i

fL'Jk

-Classification of treatment works where all of the final effluent limits for monthly
average concentration are greater than: 10 mg/L carbonaceous biochemical
oxygen demand, 12 mg/L total suspended solids, or 1 mg/L ammonia nitrogen-
Design Flow	 Classification
Less than or equal to 0.025 MGD	 Class A

r	
A Greater than 0.025 MGD but less than 0.25 	 Class I

MGD
0.25 MGD to less than 2.0 MGD	 Class I!
2.0 MGD to less than 7.5 MGD	 Class Ill
7.5 MGD and above	 Class IV

(3) The director may classify the following types of treatment works as Class
A, 1, II, Ill, or IV treatment works. The classification may be included in a
permit-to-install or NPDES permit issued to the treatment works:

(a) Treatment works that do not discharge to waters of the state;

(b) Sewage sludge treatment works;
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PARTIAL UST OF COMPANIES WHO HAVE SUBMITID APPROVED SAMPLES OF SAND

(Ohio) 1-800-237-4986
A. Walter C. Best	 (Other) 1-800-237-4987

Chardon, Ohio 44024	 (440) 285-3132 (Chardon)
(440) 946-3441 (Cleveland)

B. R.W. Sidley	 Lisa Lynch
Route 528	 (440) 352-9343 $19.50/ton
Thompson, Ohio

C. Youngs Sand & Gravel 	 (419) 994-3040 $13.001ton
RD. #2, 689 S.R. 39 West
Loudonville, OH 44842

D. Rogers Group, Inc.
Norwalk Sand & Gravel 	 (419) 668-8436 $14.50/ton
2896 S.R. 61 South
Norwalk, OH 44857

E. Prairie Lane Corp. 	 (440) 262-6821	 $10.00/ton
4401 Prairie Lane Road
Wooster, OH 44691

F. Oglebay Norton	 (800) 522-0171	 $20.00/ton
Millwood Plant

G. Menuez Bros. Sand & Gravel, Inc. 	 (216) 674-8121
5366 C.R. 349 Route 1
Millersburg, OH 44654

LABORATORIES WITH FACILITIES TO GIVE SIEVE ANALYSIS FOR SAND

(216) 241-0971Commercial Testing & Engineering
1627 East 25th Street
Cleveland, OH 44114

Herron Testing Laboratories
5405 Schaaf Road
Cleveland, OH 44103

(216) 524-1450
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(330) 5311211Michigan Testing, Inc.
P.O. Box 1031
State Road Branch
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Messmore Testing & Supervision
265 E. Market Street
Akron, OH 44308

Standard Testing Laboratories
1200 Stanbaugh Bldg.
Youngstown, OH

Master Building Division
Mr. Jim A. Ray
2490 Lee Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

North Central Engineering
1516 Timken Road
Wooster, OH 44691

(330) 434-3494

(330) 743-3151

(440)264-7669
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