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December 27, 2011

Frank E. Koski
do Donald Koski
5841 Woodman Avenue
Ashtabula, OH 44004

Yogi Chokski
Reserve Environmental Services
P.O. Box 1038
4633 Middle Road
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

Dear Mr. Koski and Mr. Chokshi:

RE: RES SITE B LANDFILL
LANDFILL OPERATIONS
NOTICE OF VIOLATION

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) conducted an inspection of the Reserve
Environmental Services (RES) Site B Landfill on Noveniber8, 2011. John Hujar and I, representing
the Division of Materials and Waste Management (DMWM), conducted the inspection of the landfill.
Bernie Roskovics, operations manager, was present during the inspection and granted us access.
The purpose of the inspection was to determine facility compliance in accordance with the industrial
solid waste rules.

At the time of the inspection, Ohio EPA observed the following violations:

• OAC 3745-29-19(13)(2) states that 7t]h e owner or operator shall conduct all construction and
operation at an industrial solid waste landfill facility in strict compliance with the applicable
authorizing document(s), including permit(s) to install, a plan approval, an operational report,
an approved final closure plan, or an alteration(s) concurred with in writing by Ohio EPA"

• Reserve Environmental Services Inc. Permit, number 02-4582, approved October 8, 1993,
Section C.2, page 15, states 'anyleachate collected in this [leachate collection] system will
be conveyed to the leach ate collection sump."

The owner(s)/operators failed to comply with the facility industrial solid waste permit. Ohio
EPA noted that a body of leachate was outside of the lined landfill areas. The landfill
eachate and reddish-brown stain appeared throughout the unlined (unconstructed portion)
area of the Landfill. Furthermore, surface water run-off appeared to commingle with the
leachate and waste. Therefore, the owner(s)/operator(s) must remove the leachate, and
prevent further leachate from going into unlined (unconstructed) areas. Meanwhile, the
eachate collection system alarm was flashing indicating some warning with the system.

• OAC 3745-29-19(D)(1) states that "[t]he owner or operator shall place select waste as the
first layer of waste in all areas within the limits of waste placement adjacent to and/or in
contact with the leachate collection system to protect the composite liner from the intrusion
of objects during operation of the facility." [Comment: Granular drainage medium used in the
leachete collection system provides some of the required protective material needed to
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create the five feet of distance between the liner and general waste placement. Thus, if the
leachate collect/on system includes one foot of sand, then at/east four feet of select waste
would be needed to satisfy the requirement in paragraph (D)(1)(e) of this rule.]

OAC 3745-29-19(E)(1)(c) states that "[t]he owner or operator shall maintain the integrity of
the engineered components of the industrial solid waste landfill facility and repair any
damage to or failure of the components. 'Engineered components'includes the components
described in rule 3745-29-08 of the Administrative Code and components of the monitoring
system(s) installed in accordance with rule 3745-29-10 of the Administrative Code. Failed or
damaged engineered components shall be investigated and reconstructed in strict
compliance with the existing applicable authorizing documents. If a redesign is necessary,
prior approval of an alteration or a modification shall be obtained."

The owner(s)/operators(s) failed to comply with application of a select layer as a component
of the liner system. It appeared that the landfill failed to install a select layeras part of the
liner system. Ohio EPA observed deep erosion rills along the North Slope that exposed the
liner and geocomposite drainage layer. It appears that the owner(s)/operator(s) applied the
industrial wasted irectly on the geocomposite/geotextile without the minimum one foot select
layer. It also appeared that the geocomposite had slipped to expose only liner in some
areas, and the ge000mposite was found bunched at lower portions of the slope. Due to
extensive exposure to UV light, Ohio EPA would need the owner(s)/operator(s) to recertify
the landfill clay liner, FML, and drainage layer along the North Slope, and a minimum of one
foot select layer must be placed over all portions of the liner.

GAG 3745-29-19(J) states that "ft]he owner or operator shall ensure that surface water at an
industrial solid waste landfill facility is diverted from areas where industrial solid waste is
being, or has been, deposited. The owner or operator shall ensure that an industrial so/id
waste landfill facility is designed, constructed, maintained, and provided with surface water
control structures that control run-on and run-off of surface water. These surface water
control structures shall ensure minimal erosion and infiltration of water through the cover
material and cap system. These surface water control structures shall be designed in
accordance with rule 3745-29-08 of the Administrative Code."

The owner(s)/operator(s) failed to properly handle surface water. Ohio EPA noted that
surface water run-off appeared to commingle with the leachate and waste to form a large
body of leachate/storm water in lined and unlined areas. Therefore, the owner(s)/operator(s)
must prevent storm water from going into lined (constructed) areas.

• OAC 3745-29-19(J)(3) states that "[i]f a substantial threat of surface water pollution exists,
the director or health commissioner may require the owner or operator to monitor the surface
water."

• OAC 6111.04(A)(1) states that "No person shall cause pollution or place or cause to be
placed any sewage, sludge, sludge materials, industrial waste, or other wastes in a location
where they cause pollution of any waters of the state."

• OAC 3745-29-19(K)(5) states that "[t]he owner or operator shall treat and dispose of
collected leachate in accordance with one of the following:
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(a) Treat and dispose of collected leachate on site at the industrial solid waste landfill
facility.

(b) Pretreat collected lea chafe on site and dispose of collected leachate off site of the
industrial solid waste landfill facility.

(c) Treat and dispose of collected Jeachate off site of the industrial solid waste landfill
facility."

The owner(s)/operator(s) failed to meet NPDES permit for discharge of leachate. Ohio EPA
noted that the owner(s)/operator(s) eliminated outfall 005 and had the leachate directed to
outfall 002. However, leachate is directed to a tank post treatment in violation of the NPDES
Permit. Therefore, the owner(s)/operator(s) need to contain and properly manage the
leachate at the industrial solid waste landfill. Leachate needs to be treated in accordance
with the NPDES permit. Furthermore, the owner(s)/operator(s) needs to take action to
minimize, control, or eliminate the conditions which contribute to the production of leachate.

OAC 3745-29-19(K)(6) states that 7t]h e owner or operator shall prepare a contingency plan
for the storage and disposal of leachate. The plan shall describe the immediate and long
term steps, including the setting aside of land forthe construction and operation of an on-site
treatment facility, to be taken for leachate management in the event that collected leachate
cannot be managed in accordance with the management option selected in paragraph (K)(5)
of this rule."

As previously noted, Ohio EPA observed a large body of leachate over waste inside and
outside of the landfill liner (cell). The large body of leachate was 5-10 feet deep and was
atop of approximately 15 feet of waste. Therefore, the owner(s)/operator(s) of the landfill are
exceeding the one foot maximum head of leachate over the liner. It also appears that any
large rainfall and/or cold weather spell prevents the owner(s)/operator(s) from properly
pumping leachate from the landfill to the NPDES outfall. Considering that the weather in
northeast Ohio is rain or excessively cold for six months of the year, it appears that the
owner(s)/operator(s) need to find alternate means to handle the leachate. Therefore, the
owner(s)/operator(s) need to prepare and submit an alternate contingency plan to Ohio
EPA's Northeast District Office for approval.

In addition, the owner(s)/operator(s) failed to construct the landfill in accordance with the approved
phasing plan. The owner(s)/operator(s) must construct the landfill in accordance with the PTI
number 02-4582, or in accordance with any modifications or alterations.

Please note that RES needs to immediately take the necessary measures to return to compliance
with Ohio's environmental laws. Within 14 days of receipt of this letter, RES is requested to provide
documentation to this office including the steps taken to abate the violations cited above.
Documentation of steps taken to return to compliance includes written correspondence, updated
policies, and photographs as appropriate, and may be submitted via the postal service or
electronically to: colum.mckenna@epa.state.oh.us
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Please be advised that violations cited above will continue until the violations have been properly
abated. Failure to comply with Chapter 3734. of the Ohio Revised Code and rules promulgated
thereunder may result in a civil penalty of up to $10,000 per day for each violation. It is imperative
that you return to compliance. if circumstances delay the abatement of violations, RES is requested
to submit written correspondence of the steps that will be taken by date to attain compliance.

Nothing in this letter shall be construed to authorize any waiver from the requirements of any
applicable state or federal laws or regulations. This letter shall not be interpreted to release RES
from responsibility under Chapters 3704, 3714, 3734, or 6111 of the Ohio Revised Code or under
the Federal Clean Water or Comprehensive Environmental. Response, Compensation, and Liability
Acts for remedying conditions resulting from any release of contaminants to the environment.

Please contact Colum McKenna at (330) 963-1268 or John Hujar at (330) 963-1122 if you have any
technical questions. Otherwise, please submit all correspondence to John Hujar, Division of
Materials and Waste Management, Northeast District Office, Ohio EPA, 2110 East Aurora Road,
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087.

Sincerely,

(T
Colum J cKenna
Environmental Specialist
Division of Materials and Waste Management

CJM:ddw

cc:	 John Hujar, DMWM, NEDO
Ray Saporito, Ashtabula County Board of Health
[SowersILAND/RES Site B LandfillIGRO/041
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