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October 25, 2011

David Woodward, Manager
Ohio Retreat Center
3480 Township Road 221
Marengo, OH 43334

Re: Ohio Retreat Center
NPDES Permit 4PN000031 OHOI 42239
Reconnaissance inspection
Morrow County

Dear Mr. Woodward:

This correspondence serves as a Notice of Violation for non-compliance with the
terms and conditions of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit issued to the Ohio Retreat Center in Morrow County, Ohio.

On October 18, 2011, a Reconnaissance Inspection was conducted at the wastewater
treatment plant serving the Ohio Retreat Center. Present for the inspection were you,
Wes Craft from McGhee's Technical Services and myself of the Ohio EPA, Central
District Office, Division of Surface Water. The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate
the status of efforts to comply with terms and conditions of the NPDES permit.
Specifically, Part l.C,3 (Schedule of Compliance) which required the unpermitted north
plant to be abandoned through connection to the permitted south plant no later than
June 1, 2011.

The reconnaissance inspection raised several concerns which must be addressed in the
following areas:

Compliance Schedule Violations - The permittee failed to abandon the
old unpermitted north plant on or before June 1, 2011 as required in the
compliance schedule. Please be advised that if the old north plant is not
abandoned within 6 weeks of the receipt of this report, then formal
enforcement action will be initiated.

Quarterly Monitoring - The Ohio Retreat Center failed to perform quarterly
sampling in the months of March and June 2011. Please be advised that
failure to collect and submit quarterly monitoring results at any point in the
future shall result in the initiation of formal enforcement action.
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Chlorine Contact Tank At the time of the inspection, there appeared to
be a leak in the chlorine contact tank which caused a portion of the effluent
to bypass the dechlorination unit. Please have the tank repaired or replaced
within the next thirty days to ensure that all discharges are properly
dechlorinated and are discharged through the permitted outfall.

Outfall Signage - A sign is required that identifies the location of the
permitted outfall to Bunky Run. The effective NPDES permit required this
sign to be installed on or before July 1, 2011 Please have this sign posted
within the next 30 days and submit documentation to this office once it is
accomplished.

If you have any questions or comments concerning the enclosed inspection report,
please contact me at (614) 728-3848 or e-mail at mikesappepaohiogov.

Sincerely,

Michael E Sapp
Compliance and Enforcement Section
Division of Surface Water
Central District Office

Enclosures (large envelope please)

C:	 Wes Craft, McGhee's Technical Services
ec:	 Michael Sapp



Inspection Date Entry Time	 Exit Time

10118/2011	 9,00 AM	 10:15 AM
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NPDES #	 Inspection T
4PN00003*AD	 0H0142239	 RI
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Name and Location of Facility Inspected 	 Permit Effective Date

Ohio Retreat Center	 3/112011
3480 Township Road 221 	 Permit Expiration Date
Marengo, Ohio 43334	 2/29/2016
Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives 	 Phone Numbers
David Woodward - Site Director 	 (740) 747-2325
Wes Craft — Contract Operator	 (419) 886-4716
Name and Title of Responsible Official 	 Phone Number

	

[7David_yyoodward, Site Director 	 (740) 747-2325

.......
Aim 

WWO
Key: S Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated

Unsatisfactory for non-compliance with Compliance
U	 NPDES Compliance	 .	 Schedule and failure to perform quarterly sampling in

March and June 2011.

M Operations & Maintenance	 Marginal due to leaky condition of chlprine contact

S	 Facility Site Review
S Collection System
S Flow Measurement
S Receiving Waters
S Laboratory

Comments: (see attached report)



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND COMMENTS
-	 Ohio Retreat Center

4PN00003 - 0H0142239

The wastewater treatment plant serving the Ohio Retreat Center has a design treatment
capacity of 7,500 gpd. The plant serves a church camp with cottages, full-time resident
staff and a kitchen facility. Effluent from this plant is discharged to an unnamed tributary
to Bunky Run and subsequently to Alum Creek. Wet stream processes provided at the
facility include a trash trap, extended aeration, clarification, dosing, tertiary sand filters,
chlorination and dechlorination. Liquid sludge is hauled to another facility for further
processing. A smaller unpermitted plant serves several cottages on the north end of
the camp; this plant is not equipped with tertiary filtration, disinfection or dechlorination.

1. At the time of the inspection, the following general observations were made
regarding the operational practices at the plant:

The facility is not equipped with a trash trap or flow equalization.

. The baffle between the aeration and clarifier was repaired in July of this year

. 30-minute settlability tests are performed weekly to determine if sludge
hauling is required.

. Tidy Tim's is contracted to haul sludge from the plant.

• Wes Craft performs analyses for pH, dissolved oxygen and chlorine. MASI
Labs performs analyses for fecal coliform, ammonia, CBOD 5 , and suspended
solids.

• The aeration blower is operated continuously.

• The plant is only equipped with a single blower. The blower serving the
unpermitted plant will serve as a back-up blower once that plant is
abandoned.

• The hour readings from the time-elapsed meters on the tertiary dosing
pumps are read daily by camp personnel. Pleas ensure that these readings
are reported on the eDMRs as opposed to the twice a week readings taken
by the contract operator.



2. The average daily flow at outfall 001 for the time period from July-August 2011 was
2522 gpd (see attached table), Several high flow events over 6000 gpd were
recorded during this period. The plant operator suspects that some of the high
flows were attributable to a dosing pumps cycling too frequently. The dosing tank
was cleaned and the pump rates we recalibrated in July 2011,

3. The water level in the chlorine contact tank was approximately one foot below the
outlet pipe indicating that the tank is Leaking. Please have the tank repaired or
replaced within the next thirty days to ensure that all discharges are properly
dechlorinated and are discharged through the permitted outfall. Please notify this
office following the repair or replacement of the tank.

4. The NPDES permit, which became effective on March 1, 2011, requires quarterly
sampling in the months of March, June, August and December. The Ohio Retreat
Center failed to perform quarterly sampling in the months of March and June 2011.
Please be advised that failure to collect and submit quarterly monitoring results at
any point in the future shall result in the initiation of formal enforcement action.

5. A sign is required that identifies the location of the permitted ouffall to Bunky Run.
The effective NPDES permit required this sign to be installed on or before July 1,
2011. Please have this sign posted within the next 30 days and submit
documentation to this office once it is accomplished. The sign must comply with the
following requirements:

The marker shall consist, at a minimum, of the name of the establishment to
which the permit was issued, the Ohio EPA permit number, and the outfall
number and a contact telephone number. The information shall be printed in
letters not less than two inches in height.

The marker shall be a minimum of 2 feet by 2 feet and shall be a minimum of 3
feet above ground level. The sign shall not be obstructed such that persons in
boats or persons swimming on the river or someone fishing or walking along the
shore cannot read the sign. Vegetation shall be periodically removed to keep the

- sign visible.

6. The effective NPDES permit contains a compliance schedule which required the
installation of a dechlorination unit on or before September 1, 2011 and the
elimination of the unpermitted north plant on or before June 1, 2011. A
dechlorination unit was installed in July; however, the permittee failed to abandon
the old plant citing problems obtaining air relief valves for a 2-inch diameter force
main. Please be advised that if the old north plant is not abandoned within 6
weeks of the receipt of this report, then formal enforcement action will be
initiated.

7. Information of obtaining your Class A license can be found at the following web
link: http://www .epa .state.oh ,usfddagw/opcert.aspx

8. Please find the enclosed Ohio EPA Guidance document entitled Operation and
Maintenance - Guide for Owners of Package Extended Aeration Sewage
Treatment	 Plants.



Compliance Data for Ohio Retreat Center between 1/1/2011 to 9/30/2011

Summary
Permit Effluent Limit Violations: 0
Permit Effluent Code Violations: 0
Permit Effluent Frequency Violations: 0
Compliance Schedule Violations: 4

Missing Compliance Schedule Milestones
Schedule Due Date Completion Date , Event Code Schedule Type 	 Schedule Milestone

June 2011 	 1799	 Construction	 Complete Plans & Specs
June 2011 	 1799	 Construction	 Cplete Plans & Specs
July 2011 	 1599	 Construction	 Final Plan Completed

September 2011 	 _99	 _Construction Final Compliance wI Eff Limits



Flow Data for Ohio Retreat Center between 1/1/2011 and 9/3012011

Date	 —Flows JGP

	

7/15/2011	 684

	

7/14/2011	 662'

	

7/13/2011	 6571
E	 7/12/2011	 620

	

7/1/2011	 5530

	

7/11/2011	 5502

	

8/1/2011	 5220

	

8JL2911	 5220

	

7/612011	 456

	

7/3/2011	 4487

	

Average Flow Rate	 2522


