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Phil Pierce, Branch Manager
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309 Tilden Avenue
Mount Vernon, OH 43050

Re: Central Ohio Farmers Co-op - Mount Vernon Bulk Plant
NPDES Permit 41N00170/ 0H0121461
Reconnaissance Inspection
Knox County

Dear Mr. Pierce:

On October 26, 2011, a Reconnaissance Inspection was conducted at the Central Ohio
Farmers Co-op - Mount Vernon Bulk Plant Present for the inspection were you,
representing Farmers Co-op and myself of the Ohio EPA, Central District Office,
Division of Surface Water.

The purpose of the inspection was to evaluate compliance with the terms and conditions
of your NPDES permit and to evaluate the operation and maintenance of the plant.

The Reconnaissance Inspection raised several concerns which must be addressed in
the following areas

Pond Overflows - The inspection was conducted following a rain event and
it was apparent that the pond experienced an overflow in the northeast
corner. Please be advised that discharges or overflows from the pond must
be sampled and the AL code must not be used at this outfall when overflows
occur.

Outfall Pipe - Samples are collected from a hydrostatic siphon on the east
side of the pond. The siphon is comprised of a ductile iron pipe with a capped
end. At the time of the inspection, I observed a crack in the ductile iron pipe
which allowed water to constantly seep out of the pipe. Please be advised
that discharges from the leaking pipe must be sampled and the AL code must
not be used at this outfall when discharges are occurring. This pipe must be
repaired or replaced to preclude discharges from occurring and to maximize
retention in the pond.

Central District Office
50 West Town Street, Suite 700 	 614 1728 3778
P.O. Box 1049	 614 1728 3898 (fax)



Phil Pierce, Branch Manager
Farmer's Co-Op
Page -2-

Priority Pollutant Scan Monitoring - Part lt.C.1 of the effective permit
requires that a priority pollutant scan be performed twice a year in the months
of June and December, Records were not available to demonstrate that this
sampling is being performed. Please initiate priority pollutant scan monitoring
starting in December 2011.

Please provide an update to this office within the next 45 days indicating that status or
resoloution the deficiencies noted above.

If you have any questions or comments concerning the enclosed inspection report,
please contact me at (14) 728-3848 or e-mail at mike.sappepa.ohio.gov .

Sincerely,

Mike Sapp
Environmental Specialist
Field Operations Unit
Division of Surface Water
Central District Office

ec: Mike Sapp

MSfrism Farmers Co-on
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10126/2011	 10:20 AM - 	 11:15 AM
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-- SECTiON B FACiLITY DATA ________________
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Central Ohio Farmers Co-op - Mount Vernon Bulk Plant 	 ______________________
309 Tilden Avenue	 Permit Expiration Date
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050	 5/31/2012
Name(s) and Title(s) of On-Site Representatives	 Phone Numbers
Phil Pearce - Branch Manager	 (740) 392-2871
Name and Title of Responsible Official 	 Phone Number
Phil Pearce - Branch Manager	 (740) 392-2871

Comments:



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Central Ohio Farmers Co-op, Inc.

Mount Vernon Bulk Petroleum Plant
4INO0I70tCID - 0H012 1461

The Central Ohio Farmers Co-op - Mount Vernon Bulk Plant, located 309 Tilden Street
in Mount Vernon, is a bulk distributor of heating oil, gasoline, on and off diesel fuel. This
facility receives bulk product which is stored in one of five above ground storage tanks
(4-16000 gallon tanks and 1-30000 gallon 'tank). The facility receives bulk material
from tanker trucks (1-2 tankers/day) and distributes smaller quantities for distribution in
tank wagons (3-4/day). Product is delivered within a 20 mile radius from the City of
Mount Vernon.

The facility is equipped with a central, loading and unloading rack/pad for the receiving
and distribution of fuels. Receiving is processed at ground level on a concrete pad
equipped with a drain to an oil—water separator. Loading for distribution occurs
overhead at the top of the transport vehicles. The drain from the loading pad drains by
gravity to the oil/water separator.

Storm water collected in the secondary containment area is transferred to the oil/water
separator by manually lowering a drain valve. The separator is equipped with a rope
skimmer and oil storage tank for the captured oil. Flow from the oil/water separator is
pumped to a small containment pond of the east side of the property. The pond is lined
with a geosyrithetic liner and is equipped with a capped inverted siphon at the outfall.

At the time of the inspection, the following general observations were made regarding
the operational practices at the facility:

Visual inspections of the oil/water separator are performed on a monthly basis.

2. The base of the secondary containment area is comprised of recompacted clay.

3. No NPDES permit violations have occurred at this facility since the last
inspection was conducted in June 2009. May 2011 the last month in which a
discharge was sampled and reported from this facility. The AL reporting code
(no discharges for month) was reported in all months subsequent to May 2011.

4. Samples are collected from a hydrostatic siphon on the east side of the pond.
The siphon is comprised of a ductile iron pipe with a capped end. At the time of
the inspection, I observed a crack in the ductile iron pipe which allowed water to
constantly seep out of the pipe. This pipe must be repaired or replaced to
preclude discharges from occurring and to maximize retention in the pond.
Please be advised that discharges from the leaking pipe must be sampled and
the AH code must not be used at this outfall when discharges are occurring.
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5. The inspection was conducted following a rain event and it was apparent that
the pond experienced an overflow in the northeast corner. This corner of the
pond is at a lower elevation and appears to have slipped or sunk relative to the
embankment around the rest of the pond. The northeast corner of the pond
should be'Shored-up to preclude a discharge at any location other than the
permitted outfall. Please also be advised that discharges or overflows from the
pond must be sampled and the AL code must not be used at this outfall when
discharges are occurring.

6. Effluent samples are analyzed by Alloway Labs.

7. Alloway Labs was contacted to ascertain the method of flow estimation at outfall
001. They were uncertain as to how flows were being estimated (e.g. the facility
generally reports 748 gpd when discharging) but they were amenable to
estimating the volume discharged with a bucket and stopwatch. I would
encourage Farmers Co-op and their contract lab to utilize this method of flow
estimating in the future.

8. Part llC.1 of the effective permit requires that a priority pollutant scan be
performed twice a year in the months of June and December. Records were
not available to demonstrate that this sampling is being performed. Please
initiate priority pollutant scan monitoring starting in December 2011. The permit
allows for a reduction in the frequency of this testing or the elimination of further
testing upon written request from the permittee following 12 months of testing.



Compliance Data for Central Ohio Farmers Coop - Marion Bulk Plant * between 51112009 to
9130/2011

Summary
Permit Effluent Limit Violations: 0
Permit Effluent Code Violations: 0
Permit Effluent Frequency Violations: 0
Compliance Schedule Violations: 0


