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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

347 North Dunbridge Rd.
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9395

May 14, 2010

Northwest District Office
TELE: (419) 352-8461 FAX: (419) 352-8468 	 Ted Strickland, Governor

wWW.epa.olle.gOv	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor
Chris Korleski, Director

Re:	 CR0 Information - 2975	 -
American Ag Fuels
Defiance County
Notice of Violation
OHD 987 015 229

Mr. Brent N. Damman
American Ag Fuels
815 Greenler Street
Defiance, Ohio 43512

Dear Mr. Damman:

On May 5, 2010, I conducted an inspection at American Ag Fuels (AAF) facility located at 815
Greenler Street. The inspection was conducted as a result of a complaint received by the
Defiance Fire Department regarding the cessation of regulated operations at the facility. The
local fire department was concerned about the conditions of tanks containing flammable liquids
still present at the site. At the time of my visit, I met with you and took a tour of the facility. Also
present during the visit were Chief Peter Schlosser, Defiance Fire Department, and Brian Baker,
Fire Safety Inspector, State Fire Marshal. You stated that the facility stopped operating in
December of 2010. Since then you have sold most of the methanol and other flammable
materials from the site. Some of the above ground tanks on site still have some of the
flammable liquids. You have taken precautionary measures and have installed nitrogen
blankets in all of the tanks containing flammable liquids to minimize the fire hazard. The local
fire department has been pleased with the measures you have taken. At the time of our visit, I
did not observe any hazardous waste on site. You stated that your company is planning to
resume operations within a year or as soon additional funds are secured. We also talked about
your company's responsibility in complying with Ohio's Cessation of Regulated Operation
(CR0) rules concerning the required notifications. The following violations have been noted
and must be addressed immediately upon receipt of this letter:

Duties of Owner/Operator within 30 Days of Cessation, CRC Section 3752.04:

Within 30 days of ceasing regulated operations, a facility must take responsibility for the
hazardous substances at the facility before you move, sell or abandon your business.
The Ohio legislature created the CR0 program to prevent threats to human health and
the environment that are created when business owners and operators irresponsibly
abandon their businesses. Within 30 days of CR0 you must: Submit a notice of
cessation of regulated operations to the director of Ohio EPA, the local emergency
planning commission and the fire department using form EPA 0327 (enclosed).
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AAF failed to submit such form. In order to abate this violation, AAF must submit this
form to Ohio EPA, Division of Hazardous-Waste Management, Compliance Assurance
Section, 122 South Front Street, P. 0. Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049. Copies
must also be sent to the County Local Emergency Planning Committee, the local fire
department and Ohio EPA, Northwest District Office. You must check the appropriate
box indicating temporary discontinuance of regulated operations. As discussed during
my inspection, please send a complete inventory of the currently regulated chemicals
and quantities still remaining at the facility.

2	 Designation of a contact person for the facility, ORC Section 3752.05(B):

Within 30 days of ceasing regulated operations, the facility must submit the name of the
designated contact person for the facility. The written designation shall include the
address of the principal office of the owner and the business or residence address and
telephone number of the contact person.

AAF failed to submit this form (information). In order to abate this violation, AAF must
submit the appropriate form to Ohio EPA, Division of Hazardous Waste Management,
Compliance Assurance Section, 122 South Front Street, P. 0. Box 1049, Columbus,
Ohio 43216-1049. Copies must also be sent to the County Local Emergency Planning
Committee, the Local fire department and Ohio EPA, Northwest District Office.

3. Warning Signs, OAC Rule 3745-352-30(B):

Within 30 days after the cessation of regulated operations at a facility, you must post
warning signs in publicly visible locations about each building or structure and each
outdoor location of operation. Minimally, you must post warning signs at all facility
access locations. You must have enough warning signs to alert persons that the
building, structure or outdoor location contains or is contaminated with regulated
substances. These warning signs must prohibit trespassing and state: "The building,
structure, or outdoor location of operation contains or is contaminated with regulated
substances that may endanger public health or safety if released into the environment."

AAF failed to post the required warning signs.

4. Facility Security Requirements, OAC Rule 3745-352-30(C):

You must maintain entry barriers and warning signs required in paragraphs (A) and (B)
of this rule by doing the following:

(1) You must inspect entry barriers and warning signs at least every seven days, or
as agreed upon in writing by the director, the county sheriff's department, or the
local police department.



0
Mr. Brent N. Damman
May 13, 2010
Page 3

(2) You must record the condition of each entry barrier, security measure, and
aninign in an inspection log. You must show the log to the director if -he

requests it; and

(3) You must repair or replace any damaged, lost, or removed entry barrier, warning
sign, or other security measure promptly after you discover it is damaged or
missing.

AAF failed to conduct its security requirements as prescribed by the law.

I am enclosing the following documents: Cessation of Regulated Operations (CR0) Program,
September 2004; Cessation of Regulated Operations (30145 Day Form); and Cessation of
Regulated Operations (90 Day-Final Form). Please make the necessary notification by
submitting the required documentation immediately. Please be aware that within 365 days your
facility must return conduct regulated operations or file the updated documentation for
permanent cessation. Please contact me should you have any questions at (419)373-3015.

Sincerely,

^4gar u ido
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

Ill r

Enclosures

PC:	 Ralph McGinnis, DHWM, CO
Cindy Lohrbach, DHWM, NWDO
Colleen Weaver, Supervisor, DHWM, NWDO
Julie Ritterhouse,jDirector, Defiance County E MA
DI1WM14WDO File: AmiEäñAgFuelsEiIe

ec:	 Ed Pulido, DHWM, NWDO

NOTICE: Ohio EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does not
relieve your company from having to comply with all applicable regulations.


