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Mr. Ed Brown
Mr. Jeff Gartz

. AutoMotivations
828 Phillips Ave.
Toledo, Ohio 43612°

Dear Messrs. Brown and Gartz:

On October 11, 2007, I investigated a complaint, regarding waste management at the
former Dearborn Towing, located at 875 Dearborn Ave., in Toledo, Ohio. The complaint
was received by Ohio-EPA on-July 27, 2007. The complainant alleged that drums had
been abandoned at this facility. This letter will explam the validity of the complaint and
the result of my investigation.-

On October 11, 2007, 1 observed and photographed many containers of waste scattered
throughout the back lot, including: numerous 5-gallon containers, a biue poly 55-gallon
drum to the left of the rear door, a black steel 55-gallon drum at the front of the lot;
labeled “BAD”, and a large tank more than half full of waste. | also observed numerous
containers inside the building. Therefore, the complaint appeared to be valid.

| called Mr. Ed Brown, of AutoMotivations, on October 17, 2007, to discuss with him the
situation with the waste that | found. Mr. Brown explained that he and Mr. Jeff Gartz co-
owned the property now, formerly known as Dearborn Towing. Mr. Brown stated that
both he and Mr. Gartz set up Greenbelt Leasing, the property owner. Mr. Brown said
that Safety-Kleen pumped out four, 55-gallon drums on Monday, October 8, 2007. ‘He
said he was sure of the date since it was a holiday. He gave me the name and phone
number for the Safety-Kleen representative. Mr. Brown and | agreed to meet at the site
on October 18, 2007, -at 10: OOAM ‘

1 met Mr.» Brown at the Dearborn Ave. site and he accompanied me during my further
investigation. Mr. Brown demonstrated that the blue poly, 55-gallon drum was . '
antifreeze with a film of used oil on top. He explained that he could use the antifreeze.
Mr. Brown explained that the black steel drum contained some kind of fuel. He opened
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it and it appeared to look and smell like some type of fuel. If this can be burned for
energy recovery it would not be a waste. All of the small containers had been moved
inside the building at the front of the property. Each was opened and the used oil was
poured into the small tank outside the back door of the building. Mr. Brown identified
other small containers of useful materials, such as paints, oils and antifreeze.

However, Mr. Brown did not know what was in the large tank on the back lot. He said it
had been sampled by Safety-Kleen. This large tank was more than half full and open. |
spoke to Mr. Brown by phone on October 26, 2007. He still did not have any knowledge
of the contents of this tank.

Therefore, as a result of my investigation, | found the following violation of Ohio’s
hazardous waste laws. in order to correct this violation, you must do the folfowmg and
send me the required information:

1. Waste Evaluation
OAC Rule 3745-52-11

A generator must determine whether its waste is hazardous by first determining if
the waste is listed as a hazardous waste in rules 3745-51-30 to 3745-51-35; by
testing the waste according to the methods set forth in rules 3745-51-20 to 3745-
51-24 or by applying knowledge of the hazardous characteristic of the waste in
light of the materials or the processes used.

Messrs. Brown and Gartz have failed to evaluate the waste inside the large tank
(photo enclosed) in the rear of the former Dearbom Towing, according to this
rule. Messrs. Brown and Gartz must obtain a representative sample of the waste
in this tank, according to OAC Rule 3745-51-20. You must evaiuate alt samples,
through laboratory analysis, for all appropriate characteristics, including TCLP
metals and TCLP VOCs (volatile organic compounds). You will need to give
Ohio EPA a five day advance notice of sampling activities, in order for an
inspector to make arrangements to view the sampling.

Your analytical results must document if the waste is hazardous or not and if it is
restricted from land disposal. You must submit the laboratory results to me as
soon as they become available. Please submit, with your laboratory data, a brief
narrative of the sampling event which includes: process generating the waste,
point in the process the sample was obtained, sampling techniques used to
obtain the sample and a description of how this sample was determined to be a
representative sample of the waste tested.
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In order to assist you in evaluating your wastes | have enclosed a copy of the
following document: Managing Your Hazardous Waste. 1 strongly urge you to
review this document carefully and contact me immediately, if you have any
questions. '

On October 30, 2007, | was present at the site as Mr. Brown was completing
sampling of the tank. Greenbelt Leasing, LLC and AutoMotivations must submit
to me a copy of the analytical report within 30 days of receipt of this letter.

The Division of Hazardous Waste Management has created an electronic news service
to provide you with quick and timely updates on events and news related to hazardous
waste, used oil and universal waste activities in Ohio. If you haven't already, we
encourage you to sign-up for this free service. You can find more information at the
following Web link http://iwww.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/listserv.html. Please feel free to
share this information with your colleagues.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (419) 373-3074. You can
find copies of the rules and other information on the division's web page at

_hitp:/imww.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm. Ohio EPA also has helpful information about

pollution prevention at the following web address: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/opp.

Sincerely,

gy Wi

Don North
District Representative
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

/b

pc:  Colleen Weaver, DHWM, NWDO
Cindy Lohrbach, DHWM, NWDO
BHWMENWDO  Lucas County Doarborn Towng-File====s
7006 3450 0001 0661 2324

ec. Don North, DHWM, NWDO

NOTICE:
Ohio EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does not relieve your
company from having to comply with all applicable regulations.
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