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-	 Re:	 Closed Solid Waste Landfill
Inspection

August 14, 2007

Putnam County Commissioners
245 East Main 'Street
Ottawa, Ohio 45875

Dear Commissioners:

On July 20, 2007, I, representing the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio
EPA), conducted an inspection of the closed Putnam County Landfill (Landfill). The,
inspedtion was conducted in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Chapter•
3745-37. The purpose of the inspection was to verify compliance with OAC Chapter
3745-27, and the Director's Final Findings and Orders (DFF&Os) effective January 22,
2001. The Landfill was not represented during the inspection; however, the findings of
the inspection were discussed with Mr. Jim Siefker upon completion. The weather at the
time of inspection was sunny and warm with a light wind.

As you may be aware, the Putnam County Health Department requested on March 9,
2007, to be removed from the director's list of health departments that administer the
solid and infectious waste and construction and demolition debris programs. Effective
June 27,2007, Ohio EPA resumed responsibility for administration of those programs
in Putnam County.

The inspection included the landfill cap and roads. Following are the findings of the

	

inspection:	 .	 .

A large portion of the cap lacks vegetation. Minor erosion was observed in many
of the' bare areas. Larger erosion rills were also noted. See attached drawing for
bare areas and erosion noted during the inspection..

OAC Rule 3745-27-14(A)(2) states:
(A)	 . . . the owner, operator, or permittee shall conduct post-closure

care activities at the sanitary landfill facility for a minimum of thirty
years... Post-closure care activities for a sanitary landfill facility
shall include, but are not limited to the following:..
(2)	 Maintaining the integrity and effectiveness of the cap

system, including making repairs to the cap system as
necessary to correct the effects of settling, dead vegetation;
subsidence, ponding, erosion, leachate outbreaks, or other
events, and preventing run-on and runoff from eroding or
otherwise damaging the cap system.
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The owner/operator is in violation of OAC Rule 3745-27-14(A)(2) for failing
to conduct adequate post-closure care activities at the landfill, i.e. failing to
establish adequate vegetation on the cap system so as to prevent erosion
or other damage to the cap.

The owner/operator's post-closure care cost estimate in the 2006 annual report
included line items for "cover remedial work" ($4123), "topsoil" ($5154), "seed,
fertilizer, mulch" ($2147), and "mowing" ($1261). It is Ohio EPA's expectation
that these "Maintenance of Surface Water Management and Cover Systems"
activities will be conducted as part of routine maintenance of the facility.

Please respond in writing within 30 days with a description of the activities
the owner/operator has completed since 2002 in effort to establish and
maintain grass and repair erosion on the landfill cap. The response must
also include the owner/operator's schedule for future efforts to establish
vegetation on the landfill cap. Ohio EPA expects that the owner/operator's
future plans will include activities different from or in addition to the
previous unsuccessful efforts.

The following items were also noted:
>	 Mr. Siefker stated that the landfill cap was fertilized in spring 2007. In

addition, Mr. Siefker has a small stockpile of manure he intends to apply
to the landfill in fall 2007.

>	 The areas with established vegetation have not been mowed. Ohio EPA
recommends that the owner/operator mow the landfill cap at least
annually for several reasons: to help the areas with established grass
grow thicker and spread, to discourage or prevent the growth of woody
stemmed vegetation (bushes or trees) that may damage the landfill cap,
and to make identification of problems (erosion, ponding, etc.) easier
when they are smaller and easiest to repair.
The road along the east side of the landfill that allows access to a portion
of the top has become overgrown with weeds. The perimeter road along
the south side has also become overgrown with weeds. Ohio EPA
recommends the roads be maintained so that they remain accessible.
Woody stemmed bushes were noted in the ditches along the road in the
southwest and northeast corners of the landfill. These bushes should be
removed.
Erosion was observed in the bottom of the surface water rock letdown on
the north side of the facility so that the black fabric beneath the rocks in
the letdown was visible. Additional stone should be added to this area to
prevent damage to the cap system.
A deep (>12") crack was noted running parallel to and 50 to 100 feet
southwest of the rock letdown on the north side of the facility. This crack
should be repaired and the area monitored.
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This correspondence addresses specific observations only for the areas of the Putnam
County Landfill that were inspected. Nothing present in, nor absent from this
correspondence is intended to mean that no other violations existed at the facility at the
time of inspection.

Compliance with the requirements outlined in this letter, or the solid and infectious
waste provisions contained in the Ohio Revised Code Chapter 3734. and the rules
promulgated thereunder, does not relieve the owner/operator of the Putnam County
Landfill from their obligations to comply with other applicable state and federal laws and
regulations.

If you j	 a4.41estions, please contact me at (419) 373-3049.

Sincere

R. S.
ecialist

Div}sJof-81id and Infectious Waste Management

Ill r

pc: EiIPñCbüñt.Pütnãrn CoitV LáhdfiIl, ifi
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Kimberly Burnham, DSIWM, NWDO
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