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Re:	 Notice of Violation
Garden Ridge Nursery
Defiance County

Jury 18, 2011

Mr. Gerald Richter
Enviro Artscaping, Inc.
d.b.a. Garden Ridge Nursery
25115 Leach Road
Apartment B
Defiance, Ohio 43512

Dear Mr. Richter:

This letter documents recent correspondence regarding the status of your two Class Ill
compost facilities located at 05557 State Route 66N, Defiance, Ohio. You recently
testified at deposition and indicated in your response to the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) on June 27, 2011, that both facilities were closed in 2006
and you no longer wish to be registered with the Ohio EPA. Registered compost
facilities that cease acceptance of solid wastes must meet the closure requirements of
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule 3745-27-47.

Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rule 3745-2747(B)(7) states, Final closure activities
for a composting facility shall be mandatory if any of the following occurs:

(7)	 The composting facility otherwise ceases to receive solid waste.
However, closure is not mandatory for a period of one year after ceasing
to receive waste if there is a reasonable likelihood that the normal
operations will resume at the composting facility during the year.

Since your two Class Ill compost facilities ceased receiving solid waste in 2006,
mandatory closure was required and closure activities in accordance with OAC Rule
3745-27-47(C) to (H) should have been initiated. Since closure was not initiated, the
owner or operator is in violation of the following rules;

1. OAC Rule 3745-27-47(C) for failure to provide written notice to the solid waste
management district, Ohio EPA and a newspaper of general circulation that the
facility ceased to accept waste. The notice is required seven days after
mandatory closure.

2. OAC Rule 3745-27-47(D) for failure to remove compost products and solid
wastes from the facility within one hundred eighty days after the date when the
facility ceased to accept solid wastes.
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3. OAC Rule 3745-27-47(E) for failure to thoroughly clean all material waste
placement areas and equipment. The clean-up is required not later than thirty
days after the solid wastes have been removed.

4. OAC Rule 3745-27-47(F) for allowing ponding of water on the closed facility,
failure to bait for rodents and failure to post signs at all access points.

Please respond in writing, within 14 days, indicating the owner/operator's willingness to
begin closure activities in accordance with OAC Rule 3745-27-47. If you have any
questions, I can be reached by email at mike.reiser(epa. state. oh. us or by telephone at
419-373-3126.

Sincerely,
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Michael A. Reiser, R.S.
Environmental Supervisor.
Division of Materials and Waste Management
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