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Brian K. Harnak, Esq.
Attorney, County of Summit
Executive's Office
2525 State Road
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223-1602

Dear Mr. Harnak:

On November 6, 2008, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) received by
email your letter dated November 6, 2008. Your letter responds to Ohio EPA's notice of
violation dated October 9, 2008 regarding the temporary sludge holding basin (holding
basin), also known as the sludge landfill, at Summit County, Upper Tuscarawas
Wastewater Treatment Plant #36, located at 1100 Loamshire Drive, Springfield, in Summit
County. This letter provides responses to the comments in your letter. Your comments
(paraphrased) are listed first in italics, followed by Ohio EPA's response.

The County of Summit, Department of Environmental Services (DOES), has ceased
to use the holding basin at WWTP #36.

Ohio EPA appreciates the cooperation of DOES.

2.	 Please indicate what kinds of materials in the holding basin are considered solid
waste.

The grit and solids collected from the various sewer lines, treatment tanks, and
pump station wet wells are considered solid waste. The grits and solids were
mentioned in a letter dated July 28, 2000 from Ross Nicholson, DOES, to Jennifer
Bennage, Ohio EPA.

Grit and solids from sand filters from Summit County package plants; solids and
grease from sewage treatment; and stone tiles used for screening sewage, are all
considered solid waste. During an inspection on July 18, 2008, a DOES employee
indicated the above items were in the holding basin.
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Direct dumped material from gravity sewers; and sludge from clean outs from pump
stations and gravity sewers are considered solid waste. During an inspection on
September 3, 2008, Robert Hollis, DOES, indicated the above items were in the
holding basin.

Concern that the removal activities will be in conflict with a site remediation.

Ohio EPA believes that the removal of solid waste from the holding basin will not
impair or interfere with future remediation activities, including a cap of two feet of
clean soil, at the site. Ohio EPA considers the removal of solid waste to be a
separate issue that will benefit the environment.

Consider capping the solid waste in the holding basin.

Ohio's rules require solid waste to be disposed at a facility that has a license and
permit issued by Ohio EPA, Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management.
The holding basin was not issued a license and permit by Ohio EPA, Division of
Solid and Infectious Waste Management. Ohio EPA cannot allow the solid waste at
the holding basin to be capped in place.

In addition, creating a new solid waste landfill would require compliance with Ohio's
current solid waste landfill rules. Requirements include a liner and cap system
(OAC 3745-27-08); a 30-year post-closure care period (OAC 3745-27-14); ground
water monitoring (OAC 3745-27-10); and explosive gas monitoring (OAC 3745-27-
12).

Per the original Permit to Install (P11) issued by Division of Surface Water in 1980,
the "landfill" was considered a temporary sludge holding basin for cake sludge until
it could be hauled off-site to its final destination of PPG Lime Lakes. The PTI did
not authorize solid waste to be disposed in the "landfill." Any deviation from the
original PTI is a violation of DSWs P11 rules, located in OAC 3745-42.

In 1996, the County received a P11 for the construction of a concrete sludge storage
pad. At that time, since the "sludge holding basin" was no longer needed, the
sludge holding basin should have been properly abandoned.

5.	 Explanation for the greener grass shown in the 2005 aerial photo.

Ohio EPA appreciates the explanation and that the necessary repairs have been
made to prevent leakage.
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If further discussion is needed, please contact Dave Dysle within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. Otherwise, DOES must send a schedule and description of compliance activities to
Ohio EPA within 15 days of receipt of this letter.

Should you have any questions, please call Dave Dysle at (330) 963-1286.

Sincerely,

Dave Dysle
Environmental Specialist
Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management

-t4-
Jeniifer Bennage
Environmental Specialist
Division of Surface Water

DD/JB/cl

cc:	 Michael Bolas, DERR, NEDO
Janine Maney, DSIWM-Legal, CO
Bruce McCoy, DSIWM, CO
Cathy Alexander, DSW-CO
Darrick Willis, Summit County Health Department
File: [Sowers/COUN/Summit County VW'JTP #36 /C0R177]
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