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Mr. Steven Callahan
A&L Salvage, LLC
11225 SR 45
P. 0. Box 333
Lisbon, Ohio 44432

Dear Mr. Callahan:

On January 12, 2010, I, representing the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio
EPA), conducted a partial inspection of the A&L Salvage, LLC C&DD Landfill (A&L),
located at 11225 State Route 45, Columbiana County. The weather was overcast with
a breeze from the west and a temperature of approximately 17° F. I was accompanied
by Ron Rager and Richard Zollinger, representing the facility owner or operator during
the inspection.

The purpose of the inspection was to investigate several areas exhibiting snow melt on
top the landfill. An off-site odor survey was also conducted on this occasion.

The following violations were observed during this inspection:

Nuisance. During this inspection strong odors, including hydrogen sulfide, were
emanating from the landfill. These odors were detected both on the landfill and
off the landfill, on State Route 45. Odors on site rated a "3" on the "0-4" scale at
the office trailer upon arrival at the facility. Odors were less significant on top the
landfill during the inspection. A Jerome meter reading taken along State Route
45 at the end of the facility access road measured 11 parts per billion (ppb). The
odor intensity during this reading was a "2" on the "0-4" scale.

There was no evidence that any corrective measures had been taken to
eliminate the conditions leading to the generation of hydrogen sulfide gas since
the last inspection, conducted on December 22, 2009. Tracks through the snow
indicated that this day was the first time that anyone had been on site since the
last snow event.

Considering the numerous complaints received, the community surrounding the
landfill finds the odors are offensive to the senses and interfere with the
comfortable enjoyment of life and property.
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A&L is in violation because it has failed to eliminate the conditions leading to the
generation of hydrogen sulfide gas, and to control the release of hydrogen sulfide
gas. Failure to eliminate the conditions leading to the generation of hydrogen
sulfide gas, and failure to control the release of hydrogen sulfide gas which has
resulted in odors offensive to the senses and interference with the comfortable
enjoyment of life and property of the surrounding community has resulted in a
violation of the following:

a. OAC Rule 3745-400-11(B)(I5): "The owner or operator shall not cause
or allow operations to create a nuisance or health hazard from noise, dust,
odors, and the attraction and/or breeding of birds, insects, rodents, and
other vectors."

In order to return to compliance with this rule, the owner or operator must
immediately employ any and all measures necessary to eliminate the conditions
leading to the generation of hydrogen sulfide, and to control the release of
hydrogen sulfide gas from the landfill.

2. Ponded Water. During this inspection, areas where ponded water was observed
on the landfill during the December 22, 2009, inspection still existed. These
areas were observed on top the landfill in areas near where debris was disposed
during the final days of operation. It appears that some general settling may be
occurring on the flattest portions of the uppermost part of the landfill, which may
be contributing to this condition.

A&L is in violation because it has failed to correct the conditions causing the
ponding of water. Failure to correct the conditions causing the ponding of water
on the landfill has resulted in a violation of the following:

a. OAC Rule 3745-400-11(Q)(3): "The owner or operator shall control
surface and ground water to minimize the generation of leachate in the
following manner.. . If ponding or erosion occurs in active or inactive
licensed disposal areas, the owner or operator shall correct the conditions
causing the ponding or erosion."

In order to return to compliance with this rule, the owner or operator must
immediately correct the conditions causing the ponding of water on the landfill.

The following observations were made during this inspection:

The soil cover on the landfill was frozen solid and covered by snow ranging from
several inches to approximately one foot during this inspection with the exception
of a number of areas on the uppermost portion of the landfill. These areas
exhibited both melted snow and thawed soil that was soft and mushy. During the
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December 22, 2009, partial inspection, several areas exhibiting melted snow
were observed on top of the landfill. During the January 12, 2010, inspection,
Ohio EPA observed the same conditions in the same areas, and took
temperature readings. Holes were driven by a punch into these areas to a depth
of approximately 2-2 ½ feet. A temperature probe was then inserted into each
hole, and the temperature was documented. The results were as follows:

•	 Location #1 - top of landfill, southern quadrant: 75° F
•	 Location #2 - top of landfill, western quadrant: 102.5° F
•	 Location #3 - top of landfill, western quadrant: 105° F
•	 Location #4—top of landfill, western quadrant: 110° F
•	 Location #5 -top of landfill, western quadrant: 102° F
•	 Location #6—top of landfill, northern quadrant: 127.5° F

2. A seventh hole, located approximately 30 feet west of locations 2-5, was driven
into frozen ground where no melting existed. The hole could only be driven to a
depth of approximately four inches due to the hard, frozen soil. The temperature
probe does not register temperatures lower than 50° F, so no reading was
obtained in this area. It should be noted that temperatures have been sub-
freezing since at least January 1, 2010.

3. The areas investigated during this inspection appeared exactly the same as they
did on December 22, 2009, with the exception of the amount of snow that existed
around these areas.

Location #1 exhibits melted snow and soft, mushy soil.
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Location #6 exhibits melted snow and soft soil.

Location #6 exhibits sub-surface temperature of approximately 127.5° F.

During a telephone conversation on January 21, 2010, Jennifer Kurko, representing
Ohio EPA, communicated to you the importance of further analyzing the evidence which
indicates elevated temperatures within the A&L Salvage C&DD landfill. The following
were discussed:

1. Further investigatory work must be accomplished, at a minimum, at the three
areas where melted snow was observed, and elevated sub-surface temperatures
were recorded during the January 12, 2010, inspection.
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2. intrusions into the landfill for the purpose of monitoring temperatures and
sampling for gas should be limited to some type of push-probe method. Such
method will not result in the excavation of waste from the landfill, which would
trigger asbestos notification requirements.

3. Sampling should be done at maximum attainable depths using push-probe
technology, but in any case, should exceed the two to three feet attained using a
manual punch bar.

4. Sampling and testing shall be conducted, at a minimum, for temperature and
carbon monoxide. Sampling must be completed by January 29, 2010, at the
latest. Lab results from gas testing must be received by Ohio EPA no later than
February 12, 2010.

Ohio EPA requests the following in addition to the tasks discussed via telephone on
January 21, 2010:
1. Sampling should be done at maximum attainable depths using push-probe

technology and ideally, should exceed the six feet attained using the small Geo-
probe which was utilized during previous on site investigations.

2. Carbon monoxide analysis shall be done in accordance with ASTM Method 0-
1946.

3. A&L must notify Ohio EPA regarding when sampling will occur a minimum of 24
hours prior to sampling taking place in order that Ohio EPA personnel can be
present.

In addition to performing the above activities, A&L must continue to make every effort
possible to eliminate the conditions leading to the generation of hydrogen sulfide gas,
and to control the release of hydrogen sulfide gas from this facility. Failure to eliminate
the conditions leading to the generation of hydrogen sulfide gas, and failure to control
the release of hydrogen sulfide gas has resulted in odors offensive to the senses and
interference with the comfortable enjoyment of life and property of the surrounding
community. One component of being able to control the generation of hydrogen sulfide
gas generation is to keep the waste mass dry. That is why it is essential that the
conditions leading to the ponding of water on the landfill be corrected immediately.

Nothing in this letter shall be construed to authorize any waiver from the requirements of
any applicable state or federal laws or regulations. This letter shall not be interpreted to
release the owner or operator of A&L Salvage, LLC, or others, from responsibility under
Chapters 3704., 3714., 3734., or 6111. of the Ohio Revised Code or under the Federal
Clean Water or Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Acts remedying conditions resulting from any release of contaminants to the
environment.
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at (330)
963-1274, or e-mail me at ierrvwebere p a. state. oh. us."

Sincerely,

Jerry W. Weber, R. S.
Environmental Specialist
Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management

JWW: cI

cc:	 File: [Kurko/CONS/A&L Salvage/COR/1 5]

ec: Darren Machuga, DAPC-NEDO
Bruce McCoy, DSIWM-CO
Jed Thorp, PlC
Nick Bryan, AGO
Lori Barnes, Columbiana County Health Department


