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March 26, 2010

Mr. Bill Koza, Manager
Costco Wholesale #1007
3405 West Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Dear Mr. Koza:

Thank you for your March 1, 2010, response to Ohio EPA's February 19, 2010, Notice of
Violation (NOV) letter. The information you submitted included waste evaluation documentation
for the spent absorbent pads. My review of the documentation submitted reveals that Costco
Wholesale #1007 (Costco) has adequately demonstrated abatement of the violation cited in the
February 19, 2010, NOV letter.

The following is a summary of the violation cited in the February 19, 2010, NOV as a result of
my February 2, 2010, inspection and your compliance with respect to it:

OAC Rule 3745-52-11: Waste Evaluation

Any person who generates a waste must determine if that waste is a hazardous waste
by using generator knowledge or by testing the waste.

Costco failed to have waste evaluation documentation for the spent absorbent pads that
are used to clean up small gasoline spills at the gas station.

Costco has routinely disposed of these pads as solid waste. Wastes derived from the
recovery of gasoline may be hazardous for the characteristic of ignitability (DOOl) and for
the toxicity characteristic for benzene (D018).

Costco must obtain a representative sample of the spent absorbent pads and have it
analyzed for Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) benzene (SW-846
Method 131118260B). To abate this violation, Costco must submit a copy of the
analytical results to Ohio EPA.
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On March 1, 2010, Environmental Chemical Solutions (ECS) submitted information
regarding waste evaluation documentation on behalf of Costco. ECS submitted a
copy of analytical results for the spent absorbent pads from clean-ups at various
gasoline stations. ECS analyzed spent absorbent pad(s) generated from the
clean-up of a spill of regular unleaded gasoline at a Vons/Safeway station using
the FM 186-2 program. The TCLP results indicated that the spent absorbent pads
can be managed as a solid waste. Since the gasoline and absorbent pads used at
the Vons/Safeway gas station are similar in nature to what would be generated at
Costco, those analytical results can be used by Costco as generator knowledge.
A copy of the guidance document Use of Generator Knowled ge in Complying with
OAC rule 3745-52-11 Hazardous Waste Evaluation is enclosed for your review and

With this information, this violation has been abated.

Ohio EPA has helpful information about compliance assistance and pollution prevention at the
following web address: http://www.epa.ohioqov/ocapp . In addition, you can find copies of the
rules and other information on the division's web page at: http:/Iwww.epa.ohio.qov/dhwm/.

If you have any questions or I can be of assistance, please contact me at (419) 373-3066.

Sincerely,

)%L0;: &ey
Melissa L Boyers
Division of Hazardous Waste Management
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PC:	 Cindy Lohrbach, DHWM, NWDO
Colleen Weaver, DHWM, NWDO
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Notice:
Ohio's EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does not relieve your company

from having to comply with all applicable regulations.


