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Mr. Al Szymanowski

Al's Polishing, Plating & Powder Coating, Inc.
1615 West Laskey Road

Toledo, Ohio 43612

Dear Mr. Szymanowski:

Thank you for accompanying me during Ohio EPA’s March 11, 2009, compliance evaluation
inspection of Al's Polishing, Plating & Powder Coating, Inc. (Al's) located at 1615 W. Laskey
Road in Toledo, Chio. | inspected Al's to determine its compliance with Ohic’s hazardous waste
laws as found in Chapter 3734. of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) and Chapter 3745. of the Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC). My inspection included observations of facility operations and a
review of written documentation.

Al's is a metal finishing job shop. They polish zinc die cast pieces or steel castings. A satin
finish is applied to pieces with a buffing wheel and polishing compound. Many of the pieces are
copper plated, nickel plated and polished. Copper plating involves cyanide. The process steps
include the following {(not necessarily for every piece): soap — electro-clean (drained to sewer
every 2 months) — water rinse — acid (pH 1.5) — water rinse — copper strike (higher
concentration of copper, plate for 30 seconds to about 1 minute) — copper plate {plate for about
12 minutes) — drag out (water recycled) — water rinse — acid (to cut the cyanide) — water
rinse — nickel plate (pH 4-5) — drag out (water recycled) — water rinse — water rinse —
chrome plate — drag out (water recycled) — sodium bisulfite (to kill the chrome) — 1, 2,384
water rinses (all in a row) — piece is finished.

The plating tanks are kept agitated and the solution is filtered to prevent the buildup of sediment
on the bottoms of the tanks. Occasionally these filters are flushed to the wastewater treatment
system. Wastewater treatment consists of: drains to a three chambered sump, one chamber
each for cleaner, copper/cyanide and chrome/nickel solutions — they are fed into a separator
tank where the pH is adjusted — this solution is pumped into a central tank — then to a clarifier
where polymer is added — water overflows to the sewer (monitored by Toledo Division of
Environmental Services) — solution from the botiom of the clarifier is pumped into a holding
tank — then fed through a filter press. The filter cake is FO06 and is accumulated in a super
sack.
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Al's is listed as a hazardous waste small quantity generator, but is now operating as a
conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG). Al's generates the following wastes:

1. Wastewater Filter Cake (FO06): Al's is equipped with an on-site wastewater treatment
system that generates a filter cake from electroplating operations. The filter cake is
accumulated in super sacks and is hauled by Nortru, LLC to Petro-Chem Processing in
Detroit, Michigan. Approximately 25 pounds of this waste is generated in a month.

2. Universal Waste Lamps: Al's has recently changed its lighting fixtures and generated
both spent and useful fluorescent lamps. These lamps have been accumulated and are
awaiting shipment off-site to a recycler. Gross Electric has agreed to accept them for
recycling.

As a result of my inspection, | found the following violations of Ohio’s hazardous waste laws. In
order to correct these violations, you must do the following and send me the required
information, within 30 days of your receipt of this letter:

1. Universal Waste Packaging - Lamps
OAC Rule 3745-273-13(D){1)

A small quantity handler of universal waste must contain any lamp in containers or
packages that are structurally sound, adequate to prevent breakage, and compatible
with the contents of the lamps. Such containers and packages must remain closed and
must lack evidence of leakage, spillage, or damage that could cause leakage under
reasonably foreseeable conditions.

Al's did not keep several boxes of spent lamps closed. In order to correct this violation,
Al's must place all spent lamps into containers or packages that are structurally sound
and adequate to prevent breakage of the spent lamps; close each container, and submit
photographic documentation that this has been done.

2. Universal Waste Labeling - Lamps
OAC Rule 3745-273-14(E}

Each lamp or a container or package in which such lamps are contained must be labeled
or marked clearly with one of the following phrases: "Universal Waste Lamps”, "Waste
Lamps” or “Used Lamps”.

Al's did not properly label the boxes of spent lamps with one of the required phrases. In
order to correct this violation, AP's must properly label each spent lamp container and
submit photographic documentation that this has been done.
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3 Accumulation Time for Universal Waste Lamps
OAC Rule 3745-273-15(C)

A small quantity handler of universal waste who accumulates universal waste shall be
able to demonstrate the length of time that the universal waste has been accumulated
from the date it becomes a waste or is received.

Al's was not able to demonstrate the length of time the universal waste lamps were
accumulated. In order to correct this violation, Al's must place a date on each container
once a universal waste lamp is placed into it and submit photographic documentation
that this has been done.

4. Universal Waste Employee Training
OAC Rule 3745-273-16

A small quantity handler of universal waste shall inform all employees who handle or
have responsibility for managing universal waste of the proper procedures. The
information shall describe proper handling and emergency procedures appropriate to the
type of universal waste handled at the facility.

Al's has not adequately informed its employees, handling universal waste lamps, of the
proper handling procedures. |n order to correct this viclation, Al's must describe how it
will inform (train) its universal waste lamp handlers in proper handling procedures and
state when this is accomplished. The training must include compliance with all rules for
the handling of universal waste lamps and the corrective actions for all violations of
universal waste rules, cited above.

Please be aware that incandescent, fluorescent, metal halide, neon, high-intensity discharge,
high-pressure sodium and mercury-vapor lamps could be hazardous waste when discarded.
Fluorescent lamps may contain up to 40 milligrams (mg) of mercury, depending on the brand
and manufacturer, Lamps may also contain lead and cadmium. Many lamps exhibit a
characteristic of toxicity for heavy metals when disposed. During the inspection, | gave you
copies of the following documents, to assist you in properly managing your spent lamps:
Fluorescent Lamps: What You Should Know and Computer, Fluorescent Lamp and Ballast
Recyclers. | recommend that you review these documents carefully and contact me if you have
any questions. The first document describes the rules you must follow in order to manage
lamps as a universal waste.

You may be able to further reduce the waste your company generates. If you find ways to
recycle, reduce or altogether eliminate the amount of waste that your company generates you
may be able to reduce your treatment and disposal costs and you may possibly reduce your
regulatory requirements.
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During the inspection, | gave you a copy of Pollution Prevention Opportunities, a worksheet that
can help you recognize opportunities for reducing waste and conserving energy at your
business. | also gave you a copy of the fact sheet Management of Electronic Waste from
Businesses. Please review this information and contact me if you have any questions.

[ encourage you to schedule a pollution prevention assessment for your business because there
are often many opportunities for businesses like yours to reduce waste and save money. If you
wish to talk about an assessment or if you have other questions about poliution prevention,
please feel free to contact the Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention
(OCAPP) at (614) 644-3469. There is no charge for an assessment.

The Division of Hazardous Waste Management has created an electronic news service to
provide you with quick and timely updates on events and news related to hazardous waste
activities in Ohio. If you haven't already, we encourage you to sign-up for this free service. You
can find more information at the following Web link

hitp://www.epa.state.ch. us/dhwm/listserv.him!. Please feel free to share this information with
your colleagues.

If you have any guestions, please feel free to contact me at (419) 373-3074. You can find
copies of the rules and other information on the division's web page at

hitp://www epa.state oh.us/dhwm. Ohio EPA also has helpful information about pollution
prevention at the following web address: hitp://www.epa.state.oh.us/opp.

Sincerely,

Gen o th,

Don North
District Representative
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

fesl
pe: Colleen Weaver, DHWM, NWDO

Cindy Lohrbachm, DHWM, NWDO
«t DHWM, NWDO, Lucas County, Al's Polishing File

ec: Don North, DHWM, NWDO

NOTICE:
Ohio EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does not relieve your
company from having to comply with all applicable regulations.
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CONDITIONALLY EXEMPT SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS
COMPLETE AND ATTACH A PROCESS, WASTE, P2 SUMMARY SHEET

CESQG: £100Kg. (Approximately 25-30 gallons} of waste in a catendar month or < 1 Kg. of acutely hazardous waste.
SQG: Between 100 and 1,000 Kg. (About 25 to under 300 gallons) of waste in a calendar month.

LQG: 21,000 Kg. (~300 gallons) of waste in a calendar month or 21 Kg. of acutely hazardous waste in a calendar month.
NOTE: To convert from gallons to pounds: Amount in gallons x Specific Gravity x 8.345 = Amounts in pounds.

Safety Equipment Used:
WASTE EVALUATION
1. Have all wastes generated at the facility been adequately evaluated? {3745-52-11]  Yes }Q/ No

|m}
[}

N/A

GENERATOR CLASSIFICATION

2. Does the generater produce <100 kg. of hazardeus waste per month? Yes g/ No .-
[conditionally exempt small quantity generator (“CESQG")] S

o

tn N!’A g

NOTE: If quantities of hazardous waste accumuiated on-site at any one time exceed 1,000 Kg. - or the generator produces
between 100 and 1,000 Kg. of hazardous waste per month, it is operating as a Smalf Quaniity Generator ("SQG"}. if s0,
complete the Small Quantity Generaltor Requirements checklist.

OFF-SITE SHIPMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ,
3. Does the CESQG ensure delivery of hazardous waste(s) to an off-site permitled Yes { NO

9 NA 2
TSD? [3734.02(F)] L
TREATMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE
4. Does the generator treat hazardous waste in a:
a. Container that meets 3745-66-70 to 3745-66-777 ' Yes O No O pNA _IJ/
b. Tank that meets 3745-66-90 to 3745-66-101 except 3745-66-97(C)? Yes O No g " N/A E‘
c. Drip pads that meet 3745-69-40 to 3745-69-457 Yes O Nog N/A B
d. Containment building that meets 3745-256-100 to 3745-256-1027 Yes D I‘;;I"o ‘g' N/A 3

NOTE: Complete appropriate checklist for each unit,
NOTE: If the CESQG conducts treatment they are subject to the LQG requirements.
NOTE: If waste is treated to meet LDRSs, use LDR checklist.

REMARKS

[Facifity Name/Inspection Date]
[ID number]

CESQG/July 2007
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SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER REQUIREMENTS - BATTERIES AND LAMPS

Large Quantity Universal Waste Handler (LQUWH) = 5,000 Kg or more
Small Quantity Universal Waste Handler (SQUWH) = 5,000 Kg or less

" PROHIBITIONS

1. Did the SQUWH dispose of universal waste? [3745-273- Yes U Noﬁm _ RMK#__
11{A)]
2. Did the SQUWH dilute or treat universal waste, Yesd No___N/A _AQMK#_

except when responding to releases as provided in

3745-273-17 or managing specific wastes as

provided in 3745-273-137 [3745-273-11(B})]
WASTE MANAGEMENT & LABELING/MARKING

UNIVERSAL WASTE BATTERIES

3. Are battery(jes) that show evidence of leakage, Yes _ NoQd N/A /RMK#___
spillage or damage that could cause leaks
contained? [3745-273-13(A)(1)]

4. If batteries are contained, are the containers closed Yes __ No O N/A RMK#
and structurally sound, compatible with the contents
of the battery and lack evidence of leakage, spillage
or damage that could cause leakage? [3745-273-
13(A)1)]
5. Does the SQUWH conduct any of the following
activities:
a. Sort batteries by type? Yes_ No__ N/A RMK#
b. Mix battery types in one container? Yes_ No___ N/A RMK#
c. Discharge batteries to remove the electric Yes_ No__ NA RMK#
charge?
d. Regenerated used batteries? Yes_ No___ N/A RMK#
e. Disassemble them into individual batteries or Yes_ No__ N/A RMK#
cells?
f. Remove batteries from consumer products? Yes__ No_ N/A RMK#
g. Remove the electrolyte from the battery? Yes_ No_ N/A RMK#
If so, are the casings of the batteries breached, not YesU No_ N/A_| RMK#___
intact, or open (except to remove the electrolyte)?

[3745-273-13(A)(2)]



8. If the electrolyte is removed or other waste

generated, has it been determined whether it is a
hazardous waste? [3745-273-13(A)(3)]

a. Ifthe electrolyte or other waste is characteristic,
ts it managed in compliance with 3745-50 through
3745-697 [3745-273-13(A)(3)(a)]

b. If the electrolyte or other waste is not hazardous,
is it managed in compliance with applicable taw?
[3745-273-13(A}3)}(b)]

7. Are the battery(ies) of container(s) of batteries
labeled with the words “Universal Waste - Batteries"
or “Waste Battery(ies)” or “Used Battery(ies)?" [3745-
273-14(A)]

UNIVERSAL WASTE LAMPS

Does the SQGUHW contain lamps in containers or
packages that are structuraily sound, adequate to

prevent breakage, and are compatible with contents
of the lamps? Are containers or packages closed
and do they lack evidence of leakage, spillage or
damage that could cause leakage? [3745-273-
13D}

9. Are lamps that show evidence of breakage, leakage
or damage that could cause a release of mercury or
hazardous constituents into the environment
immediately cleaned up? Are they placed into a
container that is closed, structurally sound,
compatible with the contents of the lamps, and lack
evidence of leakage spillage or damage that could
cause leakage or releases of mercury or hazardous
waste constituents to the environment? [3745-273-
13(D)(2)]

Are the lamps or containers or packages of lamps
labeled with the words “Universal Waste - Lamp(s)”
or "Waste Lamp(s)" or “Used Lamp(s)?" [3745-273-
14(E)]

Yes _ NoO N/A _‘{RMK#_
Yes__ NoO N/A_| RMKE
Yes _ Nol N/A RMK#

Yes _ No U N/A RMK#

Yes __ No EAJ/A __RMK#___

Yes _ NoQ N/A _IéwK#_

Yes __ No [{N!A _ RMK#__

NOTE: Treatment (such as crushing) by a UWH is prohibited under this rule uniess the facility is
permitted for such activities [3745-273-31(B})]. A generator crushing tamps must manage
lamps according to hazardous waste rules (OAC Chapter 3745-52). Lamp crushing is a form of

RCRA SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER INSPECTION CHECKLIST
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UWR.5QG.11.2004




manifest.

ACCUMULATION TIME

11. Is the waste accumulated for less than one year?
[3745-273-15(A)] If not;

a.

NOTE:

Was the waste accumulated over one year in
order to facilitate proper recovery, treatment or
disposal? (Burden of proof is on the handler to
demonstrate) [3745-273-15(B)]

generator treatment (OAC 37456-52-34). Crushed lamps must be transported by a registered
hazardous waste transporter to a permitted hazardous waste facility under a hazardous waste

Yes \_/No__ N/A  RMK#

Yes ___ NoO N/A __IKRMK#_

Accumulation is defined as date generated or date received from another handier.

@ Is the length of time the universal waste is stored
documented by one of the following: [3745-273-
15(C)]

a.

Marking or labeling the container with the earliest
date when the universal waste became a waste
or was received? [3745-273-15(C)(1)]

Marking or labeling individual item(s) of universal
waste with the earliest date that it became a
waste or was received? [3745-273-15(C)(2)]

Maintaining an inventory system on-site that
identifies the date the universal waste became a
waste or was received? [3745-273-15(C)(3)]

Maintaining an inventory system on-site that
identifies the earliest date that any universal
waste in a group of universal waste items or a
group of containers became a universal waste or
was received? [3745-273-15(C)(4)]

Placing the universal waste in a specific
accumulation area and identifying the earliest
start date or date received? [3745-273-15(C)(5)]

Any other method, which clearly demonstrates,
the length of time the universal waste has been
accumulated from the date it became a waste or
was received? [3745-273-15(C)(6)]

EMPLOYEE TRAINING

Yes

No N/A

/

__RMK#_

Yes___ No T N/A RMK#

Yes___

Yes

Yes__

Yes_

Yes_

No | N/A
Nol N/A
No] N/A
No N/A
No N/A

RMK#

RMK#

RMK#

RMK#

RMK#

RCRA SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER INSPECTION CHECKLIST
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@ Are employees who handle or have the responsibility Yes _ No El/ N/A __ RMK#_
for managing universal waste informed of waste

handling/emergency procedures, relative to their
responsibilities? [3745-273-16]

RESPONSE TO RELEASES

14. Are releases of universal waste and other residues Yes ___ No [l N/A __G/RM K&
immediately contained? [3745-273-17(A)]

15. Is the material released characterized? [3745-273- Yes ___ No [ N/A RMK#___
17(B)]

16. If the material released is a hazardous waste, is it Yes  NoQd N/A RMK#

managed as required in OAC Chapters 3745-50
through 3745-697 (If the waste is hazardous, the
handler is considered the generator of the waste and
is subject to Chapter 3745-52) [3745-273-17 (B))

. OFF-SITE SHIPMENTS

NOTE: If a SQUWH self-transports waste, then they must comply with the Universal Waste
transporter requirements.

17. Are universal wastes sent to either another handler, Yes __Ao O NA_ RMK#
destination facility or foreign destination? [3745-273-
18(A)]

NOTE: SQUWHSs are prohibited to send waste to any other facility.

18. If the universal waste meets the definition of Yes ___ No O N/A _‘42MK#_
hazardous material under 49 CFR 171-180, are DOT
requirements met with regard o package, labels,
placards and shipping papers? [3745-273-18(C))

19. Prior to shipping universal waste off-site, does the Yes _l{No O N/A__ RMK#
receiver agree to receive the shipment? [3745-273-
18(D)]

20. If the universal waste shipped off-site is rejected by

another handler or destination facility does the
originating handler do one of the following:

a. Receive the waste back? [3745-273-18(E)(1)] Yes___No__ N/A l/RMK#

b. Agree to where the shipment will be sent? [3745- Yes__ No__ N/A I RMK#
273-18(EX2)]

RCRA SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER INSPECTION CHECKLIST
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21. if a handler rejects a partial or full load from another Yes _ No Ol N/A _‘ZRMK#_

handler, does the receiving handler contact the
originating handler and discuss one of the following:

a. Sending the waste back to the originating Yes___ No N/A RMK#
" handler? [3745-273-18(F)(1)]

b. Sending the shipment to a destination facility? (If Yes___ No N/A RMK#
both the originating and receiving handier agree)
[3745-273-18(F)(2)]

22. If the handler received a shipment of hazardous Yes __ Nol N/A| RMK#
waste that was not universal waste, did the SQUWH
immediately notify Ohio EPA? [3745-273-18(G)]

23 If the handler received a shipment of nonhazardous, Yes _ NoO N/A| RMK#
non-universal waste, was the waste managed in
accordance with applicable law? [3745-273-18(H)]

EXPORTS
24. Is waste being sent to a foreign destination? If so: Yes_ No___ N/A ‘/RMK#
a. Does the small quantity handler comply with Yes _ NoQO N/A RMK#

primary exporter requirements in OAC 3745-52-
93, 3745-52-56, and 3745-52-577 [3745-273-
20(A)]

b. Is waste exported only upon consent of the Yes _ Noll N/A_| RMK#
receiving country and in conformance with U.S.
EPA’s "Acknowledgment of Consent” as defined
in 3745-52-50 to -52-577 [3745-273-20(B)]

c. Is acopy of U.S. EPA’s “Acknowledgment of Yes_ NoO N/A | RMK#_
Consent” provided to the transporter? [3745-273-
20(C)]

REMARKS

RCRA SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER INSPECTION CHECKLIST
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