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District Office

347 North Dunbridge Rd.
Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398
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Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

Re: ABJ Equipfix, [[C
Erie County
Hazardous Waste Inspection
Complaint Investigation #2932
Notice of Violation

December 1, 2009

Mr. Alan D. Strause, Owner
A.B.J. Equipfix, [[C
202 West Lucas Street
Castalia, Ohio 44824

Dear Mr. Strause:

Thank you and Mr. Bruce Raymond for accompanying me during the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency's (Ohio EPA) November 24, 2009, complaint
investigation and subsequent hazardous waste compliance evaluation inspection of
A.B.J. Equipfix, LLC (ABJ) located at the address stated above. The complainant
alleged mismanagement of waste from the cleaning of the food processing equipment
prior to being repaired. I visited ABJ to determine the validity of the complaint and to
determine its compliance with Ohio's hazardous waste laws as found in Chapter 3734.
of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) and Chapter 3745. of the Ohio Administrative Code
(OAC). This inspection consisted of a facility walkthrough and paperwork review.
Pollution prevention options were also discussed during this inspection.

ABJ is a full supplier of remanufactured food processing equipment. ABJ repairs and
reconditions industrial stainless steel food processing equipment such as all batter
breading, frying, and cooking components. The remanufacturing process involves
cleaning with industrial cleaners, welding and re-piping of equipment. The industrial
cleaners utilized at the facility are diluted 10 parts water to 1 part detergent. You are
currently conducting the washing outdoors on a gravel area. You were advised to move
this practice indoors or containerize the dirty water outdoors so you can dispose of it in
the sanitary sewer. Although a storm drain is not present in the gravel area, a risk is still
present for the waste water to migrate into a storm tile and make its way into a water
body. Furthermore, ABJ generates spent lamps which are not being properly managed
at this time. Scrap steel generated at the facility is sent to Sandusky Steel for recycling.
Old batteries from forklifts are returned to the manufacturer in a core exchange
program. Be aware that your facility will be referred to the Division of Surface Water
which may choose to follow up.
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During the inspection, I found no evidence to substantiate the complaint therefore it is
dismissed. Furthermore, I found the following violation of Ohio's hazardous waste laws.
You must provide me the requested information within 30 days of receipt of this letter.

OAC Rule 3745-52-11: Waste Evaluation

Any person, who generates a waste, as defined in Rule 3745-51-02 of the
administrative code, must determine if that waste is a hazardous waste.

ABJ has failed to properly evaluate the spent fluorescent bulbs generated at the
facility.

During the inspection, you stated that in the past ABJ has disposed of the spent
fluorescent light bulbs in the trash. ABJ must not dispose of any spent light bulbs
as non-hazardous waste in the local landfill until a proper waste evaluation has
been completed.

The waste evaluation must be conducted through one of three options: 1) ABJ
may apply generator knowledge of the hazardous characteristic(s) of the waste in
light of the materials or the processes used through adequate documentation
[manufacturer analytical information —Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure
(TCLP) test results], or

2) ABJ may take a representative sample of this waste to properly evaluate this
waste stream through a laboratory analysis which lists constituents present and
at what concentration. ABJ must ensure that the laboratory chosen to perform
this sampling utilizes the proper method(s) to evaluate these bulbs.

ABJ must sample the fluorescent bulbs to determine the concentration of
mercury (0009), cadmium (0006) and lead (D008) as listed in the OAC Rule
3745-51-24 following the method as outlined in U.S. EPA's SW-846. ABJ may
run a total concentration for these constituents as a screening tool.

If the concentration is detected for mercury, lead or cadmium at or above the
regulatory limit, a TCLP may be required to ensure this constituent is not present
above the Ohio EPA regulatory level; or 3) a combination of options 1 and 2.



.
	

.

Mr. Alan D. Strause
December 1, 2009
Page 3

lithe bulbs are determined to be hazardous through a proper waste evaluation,
ABJ will have to manage their bulbs either as 1) a universal waste (OAC Chapter
3745-273) or 2) as a hazardous waste under Ohio's generator standards (OAC
Chapter 3745-52). Instead of taking samples for analysis as described
above, ABJ may recycle their bulbs if they are hazardous or non-hazardous
by managing them as universal waste. Ohio EPA would encourage this
option as a pollution prevention alternative. Please refer to the information
I gave you on how to manage light bulbs as universal waste.

Ohio EPA will use the analytical data you provide, in addition to other
documentation, to make regulatory and compliance decisions concerning the
wastes tested. This review by Ohio EPA does not alleviate ABJ's responsibility
to independently determine whether the wastes tested are hazardous wastes
pursuant to OAC Rule 3745-52-11. The data you submit should be reviewed
using a data review process, referred to as data validation, to confirm the validity
of your data prior to submission. Data validation includes a review of the
following components: laboratory test methods, laboratory data completeness,
documentation of holding time(s), chain(s) of custody, and quality
assurance/quality control (QA/QC) data.

To confirm the validity of your data, you may use Ohio EPA's tier 1 data
validation plan review form which can be obtained from Ohio EPA's web page:
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/tieridatavalidationmanual.html.

Ohio EPA may request the documentation needed to confirm the validity of the
data submitted. Please submit a brief narrative of each sampling event which
includes: sampling techniques used to obtain the sample and a description of
how this sample was determined to be a representative sample of the waste
tested.

Please note, if the waste is hazardous, you must evaluate it to determine if it is
restricted from land disposal in accordance with OAC Chapter 3745-270. In
addition, you must properly dispose of or recycle the waste. A copy of the waste
disposal documentation and EPA waste codes applicable to the waste must be
submitted to me at the Ohio EPA, Northwest District Office (NWDO) prior to
disposal.

To abate this violation, ABJ must inform me in writing as to how the facility
plans to manage the spent fluorescent light bulbs and other spent light bulbs.

The Division of Hazardous Waste Management has created an electronic news service
to provide you with quick and timely updates on events and news related to hazardous
waste activities in Ohio.
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If you haven't already, we encourage you to sign up for this free service. You can find
more information at http://ohioepa.custhelp.comlcgi-
bin/ohioepa.cfg/php/enduser/doc serve. php?2 =subscriptionpage. Please feel free to
share this information with your colleagues.

As we discussed during the inspection, you may be able to reduce the waste your
company generates. If you find ways to recycle, reduce or altogether eliminate the
amount of waste that your company generates you may be able to reduce your
treatment and disposal costs. Thus, you may possibly reduce your regulatory
requirements. Ohio EPA has helpful information about pollution prevention at the
following web address: http://www.epa ,ohio.gov/ocapp.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the checklists that were completed during the
inspection. You can find copies of the rules and other information on the division's web
page at http:Ilwww.epa.ohio.govldhwml.

For your information, I providing you with the following documents: Universal Waste
Guidance, December, 2005; Universal Waste Rules for Handlers of Lamps, June, 2005;
Computer, Fluorescent Lamps, and Ballasts Recyclers List, November, 2008; and
Managing Your Hazardous Waste A Guide for Small Businesses, December, 2001.

Should you have any questions or ill can be of assistance, please contact me at
(419)373-3015.

cerely,

Edgar V. Pulido
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

Il b
Enclosures
pc: Cindy Lohrbach, DHWM, NWDO

Colleen Weaver, Supervisor, DHWM, NWDO

ec: Ed Pulido, DHWM. NWDO

NOTICE: Ohio EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does
not relieve your company from having to comply with all applicable
regulations.
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RCRA SUBTITLE C SITE
IDENTIFICATIONNERIFICATION FORM

E-mail this completed form to kristina.durnell(epastate.oftus
or mail it to Kristina Durnell, central Office

Site EPA ID No.	 ' -J EPA ID Number:
Site Name	 - Name: ABJ Equipfix	 Website: http://www.abjequipfrx.com/

(Optional)
Street Address: 202 West Lucas Street
City, Town, or Village: Castalia	 State: OH
County Name: Erie	 Zip Code: 44824

Private	 County	 District	 Federal	 Indian	 Municipal	 State Other
IR	 0 0	 0 0	 0	 0 0

Phone Number: (419)684-5236
E-Mail Address: alanabjequipfix.com
Fax Number: (419)684-5242
Street or P.O. Box:
City, Town or Village:
State:

Phone Number Extension:

Fax Number Extension:

Zip Code:

•:•	 Name of Site's Legal Owner:
c4 A.B.J. Equipfix, LLC

S '--	 Owner Private	 County
e ii Typeol^

Street orPO Box
"m i*j City, Town or Village:

State Ohio
'-	 Name of Sites Operator

Date Became Owner (mm/dd/yyyy): 0810212001
District	 Federal	 Indian	 Municipal State Other
0 0 0 0 0 0

Owner Phone #:
Country:	 Zip Code:
Date Became Operator
(mm/dd/yyyy):

County	 District Federal	 Indian	 Municipal	 State Other
0 0 0 0	 0 D 0

Operator Phone #:
United States	 Zip Code:

•	 Owner	 Private:j Type:
• -

	 Street or P
'
 0. Box:

-	 City, Town or Village:
State:

[VIOLATIONS CITED?,	 J Yes 0 No	 I
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Recycler of Hazardous Waste
Underground Injection Control Facility

	
Small Quantity On-Site Burner Exemption

Hazardous Waste Transporter
	

Smelting, Melting, Refining Furnace Exemption
Treater. Storer or Dis poser of Hazardous

JCHECK ALL BOXESJHAT.?^^ PLY)_
F-1 Small Quantity Handler of Universal Waste 	 0 Destination Facility for Universal Waste
o Large Quantity Handler of Universal Waste

(accumulates 5,000 kg. or more)

'HECK ALCBOXES BELOWJHAT APPLYFOR tHE TYPES OflJNIVERSAt WASTE tHE FACILItY MA&AGES
o Batteries
o Pesticides

U Mercury containing equipment

Used Oil Transporter
Used Oil Transfer Facility
Used Oil Processor
Used Oil Re-refiner
Off-Specification Used Oil Burner
Used Oil Fuel Marketer Who Directs

• them in the order they are presented in
more than 7 waste codes and they are	 as

of Off-Spec. Oil

ardous.waate bandied at the site. List
an	 more space is needed. if there are

)urce record ; you
	

heed to list them all. instead just

COMMENTS: USE THIS',
WASTE IS STORED IN T
Announced	 0 Yes	 No	 Additional Facility
Tanks	 0 Yes	 No Other Comments:

jLdWUlIiIbfl
Name of Inspector(s)	 Name of Inspector(s) 	 (mm/dd/yyyy)
Ed Pulido	 1112412009

i IUNAL UtK I li-IC/U ION. I certify unoer penalty or iaw tnatinis cocument ana a !!,acnments were preparea..unaer
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and
evaluate the information submitted Based on' my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those
persons directly responsible for gathering the information the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, true, accurate and complete I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations

Signature of Owner Operator oran Authorized
Representative -	 rName and Title (çnt) C	 Date (mmidd/yyyy)_.,,

Revised October 2008



PROCESS DESCRIPTION/WASTE ACTIVITIES SUMMARY
Facility Name: ABJ Equipfix, LLC	 LQG/SQG/CESQG/TSD	 EPA ID#:

Description of Waste	 On-Site Management. 	 Off-Site
Management

Process/Activity	 Waste	 EPA	 QTY	 Type of	 Type of On-	 Waste. Location	 Name, state, and	 P2 Activities
Generating Waste	 Generated	 Waste Generated	 Accumulation!	 Site Treatment (Include map if possible) 	 type of activity(e.g plating bath, machining, 	 (e.g. sludge, spent	 code	 per Month	 Storage	 (recycle, wwt, etc)	 occurring at thebaghouse, painting, etc) 	 solvent, ash ! etc)	 (e.g. container,	

•I.tank, etc)	 facility.-

1	 Maintenance	 Spent light	 N/A	 <1	 Container	 NIA	 Indoors	 Crystal Clean, Inc.	 Recycled
bulbs	

Manages as Universal
Waste

2	 Maintenance	 Spent lead acid N/A	 <1	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 Crown Battery.	 Recycled
batteries	

Core Exchange

3	 Welding	 Scrap Steel	 N/A	 Unk	 Rolloff Box	 N/A	 Outdoor	 Sandusky Steel	 Recycling
1943 Milan Rd,
Sandusky, OH
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