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September 20, 2011

John Gnat
Mahoning Lighting & Maint. Co.
848 Woodland St.
P.O. Box 4209
Warren, OH 44483

RE: MAHONING LIGHTING & MAINT. CO ., 0HD004217931, COMPLAINT #7454
TRUMBULL COUNTY, NON-GENERATOR, NOV

Dear Mr. Gnat:

On September 8, 2011, Paul Dolensky and I of the Ohio EPA's Division of Materials and
Waste Management conducted a hazardous waste complaint investigation at Mahoning
Lighting & Maint. Co. (MLM), located at 848 Woodland St., Warren, Ohio. The purpose
of our visit was to investigate a complaint received by Ohio EPA alleging that MLM was
throwing neon and fluorescent lamps off of trucks onto the ground to scrap out the
aluminum parts, and that the company throws lamps into the regular trash dumpster.
You represented the facility during the inspection.

MLM is a full service sign and commercial lighting company. As a sign company MLM
can design, manufacture, install and service the signs. MLM does not generate
hazardous waste from manufacturing the signs. Signs are built using vinyl and/or
aluminum materials. As a lighting company, MLM provides lighting maintenance to its
customers. We asked what you do with the lamps that MLM changes and you stated
that the old bulbs are left with the customer. When we asked what you do with spent
fluorescent bulbs at your location you stated that they are thrown in the dumpster. We
informed you that spent fluorescent bulbs cannot go in the dumpster and gave you
information regarding the management of spent fluorescent bulbs.

We walked through the service garages that MLM uses to service its work trucks. Used
oil from the vehicles is burned by MLM in a used oil fired space heater. Behind the
building we noted old signs being stored outside as well as broken bulbs on the ground
and in a wooden cart. It appears that the compliant received by Ohio EPA is valid.

I have enclosed copies of the checklists and the photographs that were taken. The
following violations were noted:
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1. Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-52-11; Hazardous Waste
Determination. This rule requires that any person who generates a waste
must determine if that waste is a hazardous waste.

Although we did not see any fluorescent bulbs in the trash dumpster at the time
of the inspection, you did state that they are usually disposed of in your
dumpster. MLM violated this rule by disposing of waste lamps with regular trash
without determining whether or not they are a hazardous waste. Fluorescent and
some other types of lamps contain mercury and may contain other hazardous
metals. The best method of managing spent fluorescent lamps is to save them in
a properly labeled and closed container and have them picked up by a lamp
recycler.

Please send me a description of how you will now properly manage waste lamps
and the name of the fluorescent bulb recycler you plan on using. Please be
advised that if you bring spent lamps back from your customers they must be
stored in closed and labeled containers and you must keep track of the length of
time they are at your facility since spent fluorescent bulbs may only be stored on-
site for one year.

2. OAC 3745-273-13(D)(2) and OAC 3745-273-17(A); Response to releases-
Failure to clean up broken lamps.

A small quantity handler of universal waste must immediately contain all releases
of universal wastes or other residues from universal wastes.

Behind the building we noted broken bulbs on the ground in the area where signs
were laying. There were also broken bulbs in a wooden cart parked along the
fence line. The broken bulbs on the ground and in the cart must be cleaned up
and characterized prior to disposal. The soil that is mixed with broken bulbs
should also be removed and properly disposed of. The enclosed photographs
show the area that needs to be cleaned up.

To return to compliance with this violation please send me photographs showing
that the area has been cleaned up, and a written summary of what was done with
the broken bulbs.

3. OAC 3745-273-16; Employee training for Small Quantity handlers of
Universal Waste.

A small quantity handler of universal waste shall inform all employees who
handle or have the responsibility for managing universal waste. The information
shall describe proper handling and emergency procedures appropriate to the
types(s) of universal waste handled at the facility.
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To demonstrate abatement of this violation MLM must develop and submit a
procedure for the proper management of spent fluorescent bulbs and document
that employees have been appropriately trained. The training should make
employees aware that fluorescent bulbs cannot be thrown away with regular
trash.

4.	 OAC 3745-279-22(C)(1); Containers and above ground tanks that are used
to store used oil must be labeled with the words, "Used Oil".

The tank used to feed the used oil burner was not labeled with the words
hazardous waste. The tank was labeled with the words "Used Oil" by placing a
label on it. No further action is required regarding this violation.

The following is a concern regarding the paint cans at your facility. Please be advised
that any paint that is not latex may need to be managed as a hazardous when you need
to dispose of it. The material should be evaluated (tested) prior to disposal to determine
if it is a hazardous or non-hazardous waste.

Failure to list specific deficiencies and or violations in this communication does not
relieve MLM from the responsibility of complying with all applicable laws, rules and
regulations.

You can find copies of the rules and other information on the division's web page at
http://www.epa.state.oh. us/dmwm.aspx

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (330) 963-1162 or email
me at marlene.kinney(depa.state.oh.us

Sincerely,

lP	 'tL\
Marlene M. Kinney	 J

Environmental Specialist
Division of Materials and Waste Management
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Enclosure

ec: Jeff Mayhugh, DMWM, CO
Nyall McKenna, DMWM, NEDO


