
OWEPA
State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Rd.	 TELE: (330) 963-1200 FAX: (330) 487-0769	 Ted Strickland, Governor

Twinsburg, Ohio 44087
	 wwwspa state .oftus	 Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

April 30, 2010	 RE:	 SIFCO INDUSTRIES
OHD 097 627 384
CUYAHOGA COUNTY
RCRAILQG
COMPLIANCE EVALUATION INSPECTION

Roger Lewis
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Cleveland, Ohio 44103

Dear Mr. Lewis:

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

On June 1 and 2,2009 Ohio EPA's Division of Hazardous Waste Management (DHWM) conducted
a compliance evaluation inspection of Sifco Industries (Sifco) located at 970 East 64th Street in
Cleveland, Ohio. Sifco manufactures forgings for the aircraft industry and qualifies as a Large
Quantity Generator (LQG) of hazardous waste. Hazardous waste generated at the facility includes
spent acid (D002, 0006, D007, and 0008) generated from the pickling process.

At the time of this inspection, Ohio EPA determined that Sifco was in violation of Ohio's hazardous
waste tank system regulations.

On December 17, 2009, Ohio EPA performed a follow-up visit at the facility to gather additional
information about the proposed tank system. At the time of this inspection, Ohio EPA observed
Sifco had abated the following hazardous waste violations cited in Ohio EPA's August 19, 2009
Notice of Violation letter:

OAC 3745-66-95 Tank Inspections

QAC 3745-52-34(A)(3) Labeling

By e-mail received at this office on March 22, 2010, Sifco submitted a proposal forthe management
of the housekeeping waste waters and the rinse waters from the pickling line. Said proposal
included:

• Sifco has proposed installing an expanded wastewater treatment unit (WWTU) with the
capability of adequately treating the combined waste stream.

• Sifco is in the process of applying for a PTI (permit to install).
• The re-designation of the trench system in the floor of the pickle line as a collection unit for

the housekeeping waste waters which would then be treated through the permitted WWTU.
• The designation of the trench system as an emergency hazardous waste tank system in the

event of a catastrophic unforeseen release from the plating line.
• In the event of a catastrophic release the waste would be shipped off-site for disposal.

Ohio EPA has reviewed Sifco's proposal and concurs that this system, as operated under normal
conditions, after they receive the necessary permits, would qualify as a wastewater treatment unit as
defined in OAC rule 3745-50-10 and therefore would not be subject to hazardous waste tank
requirements.
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However, Ohio EPA wishes to clarify that a tank brought into service during an emergency event as
described in OAC rules 54-01 (G)(8) and 3745-65-01 (C)( 1 1) are only exempt from the hazardous
waste requirements during the immediate response to the emergency situation. Sifco would be
required to immediately remove the hazardous waste from the trough (emergency tank system),
preferably within 24 hours.

If Sifco were to store the hazardous waste in the tank system after the immediate response has
ended, the tank would then be subject to the hazardous waste tank requirements.

Ohio EPA wishes to reiterate: any tank system into which hazardous waste is deliberately
introduced (pumped), regardless of the frequency or duration of the accumulation, is not
considered a temporary or emergency tank system, and therefore subject to all applicable
hazardous waste tank regulations.

Sifco will remain in violation of the following state hazardous waste regulations, until the facility can
demonstrate it has installed, is operating and has the necessary permits for the proposed on-site
WWTU:

QAC 3745-66-92 Design and installation of new tank systems and components

2.	 QAC Rule 3745-66-93 Containment and detection of releases

Furthermore, Ohio EPA wishes to remind Sifco, any sludge generated from the WWTU must be
characterized to determine if the sludge is a characteristic hazardous waste.

Per our telephone discussion last week, please find enclosed a copy of the guidance for generator
closure taken from the 2008 Closure Plan review Guidance.

Failure to list specific deficiencies in this communication does not relieve Sifco from the
responsibility of complying with all applicable hazardous waste regulations. This letter does not
relieve Sifco from liability for any past or present violations of the state's hazardous waste laws.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (330) 963-1181.

nek
Environ\nental Specialist
Division of Hazardous Waste Management
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Enclosure

cc:	 Ken Radke, Sifco
Natalie Oryshkewych, DHWM, NEDO, OEPA

ec:	 Frank Popotnik, DHWM, NEDO, OEPA
Harry Sarvis, DHWM, CO, OEPA


