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OUTSTANDING VIOLATIONS!
PROPERTY TRANSFER

Bob Cherry
Ravenna Township Trustee
6115 South Spring Street
Ravenna, OH 44266

Dear Mr. Cherry:
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On March 6, 2002, Ohio EPA received a complaint regarding the management of wastes at Northeast
Auto Recycling. The complainant stated that fluids such as gasoline, oil and anti-freeze may be
leaking onto the ground and expressed concern about the quality of their drinking water.

On April 4, 2002 Ohio EPA conducted a complaint investigation of the Northeast Auto Recycling
facility located at 6651 Cleveland Road in Ravenna, Ohio. Northeast Auto Recycling was an
automobile recycling yard and a non-notifier for hazardous waste in the state of Ohio at that time.
Based upon the results of that inspection, Ohio EPA sent the operator, Ted Zalewski, multiple Notice
of Violation (NOV) letters, to which Mr. Zalewski failed to satisfactorily respond. At this time all the
violations cited remain outstanding.

On April 27, 2006 the Ravenna Township Trustees (Ravenna Township) took possession of the
Northeast Auto Recycling property with the intent to clean up the property for reuse by the township.
Upon learning of the property sale, Ohio EPA contacted Ravenna Township and informed them of the
outstanding violations and the possible property ownership liabilities that may exist. Ohio EPA has
provided the township with guidance documents and advised individuals working on the project to
keep all receipts and paperwork regarding the any wastes or materials shipped off site for recycling or
disposal.

Since the property is no longer an operating facility with an office on site, Ohio EPA is requesting that
a representative of Ravenna Township meet with Ohio EPA's Division of Hazardous Waste (DHWM)
and Division of Surface Water (DSW) for a walk-through of the property and for document review
within the next thirty days. Please bring all documentation regarding the property cleanup, but do not
make copies unless we request it.

Documentation must include, but is not limited to:

•	 All shipping documents for all wastes shipped offsite; hazardous or non-hazardous.
•	 Documentation regarding the characterization of any wastes shipped off site.
•	 Documentation regarding the offsite shipment, sale or recycling of the salvage automobiles on

site.
•	 Any information regarding the management of lead-acid batteries, used oil or spent

fluorescent lamps found on site.

Based on the July 30, 2002 inspection, the following state hazardous waste regulations cited in Ohio
EPA's Notice of Violation letters remain outstanding and must be addressed:
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Universal Waste: universal waste batteries (i.e., each battery), or a container in which the
batteries are contained, shall be labeled or marked clearly with any one of the following
phrases: "universal waste- battery('ies), " or "waste batteryes), " or "used battery(ies);"

During the April 4, 2002 inspection, Ohio EPA observed at least 36 lead-acid batteries being
accumulated on a pallet in an area next to the recycling yard office. None of these batteries
nor the pallet they were being accumulated on was labeled with the words "universal waste-
battery(ies)," or "waste battery(ies)," or "used battery(ies);" At the time of the July 30, 2002
inspection, Ohio EPA counted at least 30 lead acid batteries being accumulated on a pallet.

To demonstrate abatement of this violation, Ravenna Township must provide documentation
to this office regarding the management of all lead-acid batteries found on site during clean
up activities.

2.
Handlers of Universal Waste: a small quantity handler of universal waste who
accumulates universal waste shall be able to demonstrate the length of time that the
universal waste has been accumulated from the date it becomes a waste or is received. The
handler may make this demonstration by:

To demonstrate abatement of this violation, please see violation #1.

3. 3745-279-22(C)(1) Used oil storage requirements for generators: Containers and
aboveground tanks used to store used oil at generator facilities shall be labeled or marked
clearly with the words "Used OIL"

Northeast Auto Recycling utilized a used oil tank into which they drain used oil from salvage
automobiles. Ravenna Township must provide documentation to this office regarding the
management and final destination of above referenced used oil tank and the used oil
generated and found accumulated on site at the time of the property clean up efforts.

Ohio EPA has the following concerns which have not been addressed:

At the time of the inspection, Ohio EPA observed the following containers at the facility:

A. One blue, fifty-five gallon, steel, open head drum located in front of a green dumpster
which contained approximately six inches of an oily liquid. The drum was open to
the elements and located in an area where it could easily be hit by equipment or
vehicles causing the contents to be released to the environment.

B. One white, fifty-five gallon, plastic drum with an open bung, located next to the used
oil tank. This container appeared to be approximately one third full of an oily liquid.
There were no markings on the drum to describe it's contents.
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Ravenna Township must provide the following information to this office:

A discussion regarding the nature of the contents of any containers of waste found
on site and how the waste was characterized and managed (disposed, reclaimed or
recycled).

Any relevant documentation regarding the management of the drums or containers
of waste found on site during clean up activities.

Ohio EPA has the additional comment:

During a walkthrough of the property while it was operating, Ohio EPA observed an area that
appeared to have been used for open burning. The area consisted of a burn pile and a steel drum
in which materials had been burned. Please be aware that open burning is prohibited in the state of
Ohio without a permit.

Please contact me at (330) 963-1181 within 15 days of receipt of this letter so that an inspection of
the property and review of the documentation may be scheduled.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 330-963-1181.
•"	

)sincerely,
2

C
Suzann Prusnek
Environmental Specialist
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

SP:ddw

cc:	 Natalie Oryshkewych, DHWM, NEDO, OEPA
ec:	 Frank Popotnik, DHWM, NEDO, OEPA

Dan Bogoevski, DSW, NEDO, OEPA

NOTICE: Failure to list specific deficiencies in this communication does not relieve
Ravenna Township from the responsibility of complying with all applicable hazardous
waste regulations. This letter does not relieve Ravenna Township from liability for any
past or present violations of the state's hazardous waste laws.


