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August 27, 2009

Tim Tomko
Recycling Coordinator/Special Projects
City of Independence
Service Department
6356 Selig Blvd.
Independence, OH 44131

RE: CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, RESOURCE CONSERVATION & RECOVERYACT
(RCRA), COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION #7291, NOTICE OF VIOLATION (NOW
AND RETURN TO COMPLIANCE (RTC), CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Dear Mr. Tomko:

On August 11, 2009, this writer, representing Ohio EPA's Division of Hazardous Waste
Management (DHWM), visited the City of Independence (City), Service Department,
Recycling Center located at 6356 Selig Blvd., Independence, Ohio. The visit was in
response to a complaint received by Ohio EPA. You represented the City of
Independence.

The following represents Ohio EPA's findings:

Ohio EPA understands that the City operates a household hazardous waste collection
program. Household hazardous waste accumulates at the City's Recycle Center where it
is segregated according to the types of wastes collected from the households in the City.

Twice a year the City sends the household hazardous waste to the Cuyahoga County Solid
Waste District's household hazardous waste collection day.

During the visit Ohio EPA learned that used oil is generated at the City's Service Center
where City vehicles are serviced. Once generated the used oil is stored in an underground
storage tank (UST). Periodically, a used oil transporter pumps the tank and transports the
used oil offsite.

Enclosed is the Used Oil Generator Checklist.

The City failed to mark the fill port of the UST with the words "Used Oil" as required
by the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-279-22 (C) (2).
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On August 13, 2009, Ohio EPA received an e-mail message and attached photos from you
showing that the fill port was properly marked with the words "Used Oil'. As such, the
violation has been abated.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions, please call me at
(330) 963-1255. A response to this letter is not required.

The following technical guidance information was provided to you during the visit:

• The April 2006, DHWM Guidance Document, "The Regulation of Used Oil: An
Overview for Ohio Businesses Who Generate Used Oil"; and

• The June 2005, DHWM Guidance Document, "Universal Waste Rules for Handlers
of Lamps".

Failure to list specific deficiencies in this communication does not relieve the City from the
responsibility of complying with all applicable hazardous waste regulations. This letter
does not relieve your facility from liability for any past or present violations of the state's
hazardous waste laws.

Sincerely,

Kris Coder
Environmental Specialist
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

KC:ddw

Enclosure

ec: Nyall McKenna, NEDO, DHWM



USED OIL INSPECTION CHECKLIST
GENERATORS, COLLECTION CENTERS AND AGGREGATION POINTS

NOTE: A facility is subject to the federal SPCC regulations (40 CFR 112)/fit is non-transportation related (e.g., fixed) and
has an aggregate above ground storage capacity greater than 1,320 gallons or a total underground storage capacity
greater than 42,000 gallons of oil (including used oil), and there is reasonable expectation of a discharge to navigable
waters.
PROHIBITIONS
1. Does the generator manage used oil in a surface impoundment or waste pile?	 Yes 0 No x N/A U^t If yes:

a.	 Is the surface impoundment or waste pile regulated as a hazardous	 Yes 0 No x N/A U
waste _management _unit? _[3745-279-12(A)J

NOTE: For example, used Gil contaminated scrap metal stored in a pile.
2. Is used oil used as a dust suppressant? [3745-279-12(B)] 	 Yes	 No x N/A U
3. Is off-specification used oil fuel burned for energy recovery in devices specified Yes U No x N/A 0

in 3745-279-12(C)?
NOTE: Multiple used oil checklists may be applicable if used oil handler is performing multiple tasks (e.g., If generating
used oil and shipping directly to a burner, complete generator and marketer checklists at a minimum).
GENERATOR STANDARDS
4. Does the generator mix hazardous waste with used oil? If SO, 	 Yes U No x N/A fl

a.	 Is the mixture managed as specified in 3745-279-10(B)? [3745-279- 	 Yes U No 0 N/A x
21 (A)]

NOTE: Used Oil mixed with listed (3745-51-30 to 3745-51-35) or characteristic (3745-51-20 to 3745-51-24) hazardous
waste are subject to regulation as a hazardous waste, unless the listed hazardous waste is listed solely because it
exhibits a hazardous characteristic, and the resultant mixtures do not exhibit a characteristic. Mixtures of used oil and
CESQG hazardous waste are subject to OAC Chapter 3745-279.
5. Does the generator of a used oil containing greater than 1,000 ppm total	 Yes U No U N/A x

halogens manage the used oil as a hazardous waste unless the presumption
is_ rebutted _successfully? _[3745-279-21(B)]

NOTE: If used oil contains greater than 1000 ppm total halogens, it is presumed to be listed hazardous waste until the
pfumption is successfully rebutted.
6. Does the generator store used oil in tanks; or containers: or a unit(s) subject to Yes x	 No U N/A Lone

regulation as a hazardous waste management unit? [3745-279-22(A)J 	 UST
and
55
gallon
drums

7. Are containers and aboveground tanks used to store used oil in good condition Yes x 	 No U N/A U
with no visible leaks? [3745-279-22(8)]

8. Are containers, above ground tanks, and fill pipes used for underground tanks 	 Yes U No x N/A Uthe
clearly labeled or marked "Used Oil?" [3745-279-22(C)]	 fill port

of the
UST
failed
to be
marked
"Used
Oil".

9. Has the generator, upon detection of a release of used oil, done the following:	 Yes U No U N/A x
[3745-279-22(D)]
a. Stopped the release?	 Yes U No U N/A x

b. Contained the release? 	 Yes U No U N/A x

City of Independence/August 11, 2009]

Used Oil Checklist for Generators
Page 1 of 2



C.	 I Cleaned up
	

the used oil and other materials?

d.	 Repaired or replaced the containers or tanks prior to
service, if necessary?

Yes E No C N/A x

to Yes [I No flN/A X

Does the generator burn used oil in used-oil fired space heaters? [3745-279-
23] If so:
a. Does the heater burn only used oil that owner/operator generates or

used oil received from household do-it-yourself (DIY) used oil
generators?

b. Is the heater designed to have a maximum capacity of not more that
0.5 million BTU per hour?

C.	 Are the combustion gases from heater vented to the ambient air?

Yes C No 0 N/A x

Yes 0 No 0 N/A x

Yes 0 No 0 N/A x

NV/b: Ash accumulated in a space heater must be
GENERATOR TRANSPORTATION
11.	 Does the generator have the used oil hauled c

obtained a U.S. EPA ID#? 13745-279-24]

in
transporters that have Yes x No 0 N/A OUlIman

Oil

12.	 If the generator self-transports used oil to an approved collection site or to an
aggregation point owned by the generator: [3745-279-24]
a. Does the generator transport used oil in a vehicle owned by the

generator or an employee of the generator? [3745-279-24]
b. Does the generator transport more than 55 gallons of used oil at any

time? [3745-279-24]
NOTE. Used oil generators may arrange for used oil to be transported by a tram
used oil is reclaimed under a contractual a qreement (i.e., to/I/na arranaement).

Yes 0 No 0 N/A x

Yes 0 No 0 N/A x

r without a U.S. EPA ID # if the

Is the DIY used oil collection center in compliance with the generator 	 Yes	 No 0 N/A x
standards in 3745-279-20 to 3745-279-24? [3745-279-30]
Is the non-DIY used oil collection center registered with Ohio EPA? [3745-279- Yes 0 No 0 N/A x
31]

Is the used oil aggregation point in compliance with the generator standards in	 Yes 0 No 0 N/A x
3745-279-20 to 3745-279-24? [3745-279-32]

Complete Used Oil Generator and any other applicable used oil handler checklist (e.g., marketer, burner, etc.) for
used oil collection centers and

CO
13.

14.

15.
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