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Mr. Mark Wasserman
Allied Lighting Services
5351D Naiman Parkway
Cleveland, OH 44139

Dear Mr. Wasserman:

On August 14, 2008, I, as a representative of the Ohio EPA's Division of Hazardous
Waste Management, Conducted an inspection of Allied Lighting Services (Allied
Lighting), located at 5351D Naiman Parkway in Solon, Ohio, for compliance with Ohio's
hazardous waste regulations. You represented Allied Lighting during the inspection.
Ohio EPA had received a complaint alleging that Allied Lighting was mismanaging used
fluorescent lamps and other types of used lamps (e.g., neon lamps) by placing them in
the facility's solid waste trash dumpster.

The facility's primary business is repairing and replacing large commercial signs. As
part of this business used lamps are sometimes removed from signs. Some removed
lamps are reportedly left with clients and some are brought back to the Solon facility.

You reported that used lamps brought back to the Solon facility are placed in the trash
dumpster. I observed about 10-20 broken fluorescent lamps in the trash dumpster at
the time of the inspection. I did not observe any green endcaps on any of the broken
fluorescent lamps in the trash dumpster. I requested that they be removed from the
dumpster and placed in a closed and marked box for management as universal waste.

The inspection included a review of the facility's operations, as well as the waste
management practices. Allied Lighting was inspected to determine compliance with the
requirements for a conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESOG) of
hazardous waste and for a small quantity handler of universal waste.

Based on observations made during the facility walk-through, Ohio EPA has determined
that Allied Lighting has violated the following state hazardous waste regulations:

1. OAC Rule 3745-52-11 Waste Evaluation

OAC Rule 3745-52-11 requires 'Any person who generates a waste... [to]
determine if that waste is a hazardous waste..."
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The facility generates used fluorescent lamps and other used lamps. The facility
reported that used lamps are disposed in the trash and about 10-20 broken
fluorescent lamps were observed to be in the trash dumpster at the time of the
inspection. The facility did not provide evidence during the inspection that it had
evaluated its used lamps to determine if they are hazardous wastes.

To return to compliance the facility must:

• Either manage discarded lamps as universal waste; or,
• Evaluate all discarded lamps not managed as universal wastes, including

but not limited to the following lamp types: fluorescent, neon, mercury
vapor, sodium, metal halide and incandescent, to determine if they exhibit
any characteristic of hazardous waste.

You may use either generator knowledge based on documentation provided by
the lamp manufacturer for that model number lamp or by taking a representative
sample of the lamps for an analysis using the TCLP test.

• Only lamps that are determined to NOT exhibit any characteristic of
hazardous waste may be placed in the trash dumpster. (Ohio EPA
encourages recycling of these lamps.) All other discarded lamps must be
managed in compliance with either the hazardous waste or universal
waste rules. (Most generators of discarded lamps that cannot be disposed
as trash elect to manage them as universal waste since this entails a
lower regulatory burden.)

• Develop a plan that describes how Allied Lighting plans to evaluate and
manage discarded lamps. Submit a copy of the plan to this office within
30 days of the date of receipt of this letter.

Attached are Ohio EPA fact sheets on used lamps that you might wish to review
when responding to this and related violations. The fact sheets are also
available on the internet at:

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/pdf/Universal Waste Rules for Handlers of
Lamps.pdf

http://wwwepa.state.oh.us/dhwm/pdf/LampGuidance.Pdf

Information on recyclers that manage universal waste lamps was emailed to
Michelle Depetris of Allied Lighting on August 19, 2008.

Another source of information on fluorescent lamps is the Answer Place on the
Ohio EPA Internet site. To use Answer Place go to http://www.epa.state.oh.us/,
click on the Answer Place logo in the upper left corner and then under Search by
Category, select Fluorescent Lamps/Bulbs and click Search.
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2. OAC Rule 3745-273-16 Employee trainin g for small quantity handlers of
universal waste

Facility employees with universal waste duties were not appropriately trained
on universal waste requirements.

To return to compliance the facility must:

• Train appropriate personnel with universal waste management duties
on applicable universal waste requirements.

• Submit copies of training documentation to this office within 30 days of
the date of receipt of this letter.

3. OAC 3745-273-13(D)(1) Small quantity handler must contain lamps in
proper containers or packaging and containers or packaging must be
closed.
OAC 3745-273-13(D)(2) Small quantity handler must respond to broken
lamps and place them in proper containers or packaging and containers
or packaging must be closed.
OAC 3745-273-17(A) Small quantity handler must immediately contain
releases of universal wastes.
OAC 3745-273-14(E) Small quantity handler must label unit holding
universal waste lamps

I observed about 10-20 broken fluorescent lamps in the trash dumpster at the
time of the inspection. I did not observe any green endcaps on any of the
broken fluorescent lamps in the trash dumpster. I requested that they be
removed from the dumpster and placed in a closed and marked box or
container for management as universal waste and that when these actions
were complete, that the facility take pictures of the box and of the dumpster.

To return to compliance the facility must:

• Submit pictures of the box or container holding the removed
fluorescent lamps and of the dumpster after removal to this office
within 30 days of the date of receipt of this letter.

• Provide a written statement on how in the future the facility will store
universal waste lamps and respond to broken universal waste lamps.
Submit this statement to this office within 30 days of the date of receipt
of this letter.

• Provide a written statement on plans for recycling the removed lamps
to this office within 30 days of the date of receipt of this letter. (Under
the universal waste rules, a facility may accumulate universal waste
lamps for up to one year or greater than one year if such time is
needed to facilitate efficient recycling. However, in light of the number
of broken lamps, your facility may wish to recycle sooner to minimize
the potential for exposure to mercury from the broken lamps.)
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All above requested documentation is to be submitted to this office within 30 days of the
date of receipt of this letter.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the checklists completed during the inspection.

Other Information

A list of Ohio EPA DHWM guidance documents can be found at the following Internet
site: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/guidancedocuments.html . You can find copies of
Ohio's hazardous waste laws and regulations at our web page at:
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/Law&Regs.htm1.

The Division of Hazardous Waste Management has created an electronic news service
to provide you with quick and timely updates on events and news related to hazardous
waste activities in Ohio. If you haven't already, we encourage you to sign up for this
free service. You can find more information at the following Web link
hftp://www.epa.state.oh.us/dhwm/1istserv.htmi

The OEPA strongly encourages pollution prevention as the preferred approach for
waste management. The first priority of pollution prevention is to eliminate the
generation of wastes and pollutants at the source (source reduction). For those wastes
and pollutants that are generated, the second priority is to recycle or reuse them in an
environmentally sound manner. You can benefit economically, help preserve the
environment and improve your public image through pollution prevention. More
information about pollution prevention can be found on our website at:
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/ocapp/ocapp.html.

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (330) 963-
1165.

Sincerely,

Neil J. Wasilk
Environmental Specialist
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

NJW:ddw
Enclosure

cc:	 Natalie Oryshkewych, Ohio EPA, DHWM, NEDO
ec:	 Harry Sarvis, Ohio EPA, DHWM, CO

NOTICE: Ohio EPA's failure to list specific deficiencies or violations in this letter does not
relieve your facility from its obligation to comply with all applicable regulations.
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CONDITIONALLY EXEMPT SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS

COMPLETE AND ATTACH A PROCESS, WASTE, P2 SUMMARY SHEET

CESQG: < 100Kg. (Approximately 25-30 gallons) of waste in a calendar month or < 1 Kg. of acutely hazardous waste.
SOG: Between 100 and 1,000 Kg. (About 25 to under 300 gallons) of waste in a calendar month.
LOG: > 1,000 Kg. (--300 gallons) of waste in a calendar month or ^! 1 Kg. of acutely hazardous waste in a calendar month.
NOTE: To convert from gallons to pounds: Amount in gallons x Specific Gravity x 8.345 = Amounts in pounds.

Safety Equipment Used:

WASTE EVALUATION

1. Have all wastes generated at the facility been adequately evaluated? [3745-52-11] Yes DNaN A L
GENERATOR CLASSIFICATION

2	 Does the generator produce <100 kg of hazardous waste per month? 	 Yes	 N/A LI
[conditionally exempt small quantity generator ( CESQG )]

NOTE: If quantities of hazardous waste accumulated on-site at any one time exceed 1,000 Kg. - or the generator
produces between 100 and 1,000 Kg. of hazardous waste per month, it is operating as a Small Quantity Generator
('SQG"). If so, complete the Small Quantity Generator Requirements checklist.

OFF-SITE SHIPMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE - 5	 - r TO ak *i"A-& it

3. Does the CESOG ensure delivery of hazardous waste(s) to an off-site permitted 	 Yes LI
TSD? [3734.02(F)]

TREATMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE

4. Does the generator treat hazardous waste in a:

a. Container that meets 3745-66-70 to 3745-66-77?
	

Yes

b. Tank that meets 3745-66-90 to 3745-66-101 except 3745-66-97(C)?
	

Yes

C.	 Drip pads that meet 3745-69-40 to 3745-69-45?
	

Yes

d.	 Containment building that meets 3745-256-100 to 3745-256-102?
	

Yes I
NOTE: Complete appropriate checklist for each unit.

NOTE: If the CESQG conducts treatment they are subject to the LQG requirements.

NOTE: If waste is treated to meet LDRs, use LOP checklist.

REMARKS

UN/AD

ON/A R—

t N/A Ef

N/A

ENV N/A

fr,Ct U51tm	 r

[Facility Name/Inspection Date]
[ID number]

CESQG/July 2007
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SMALL QUANTITY UNIVERSAL WASTE HANDLER REQUIREMENTS - BATTERIES AND LAMPS
Large Quantity Universal Waste Handler (LQUWH) = 5,000 Kg or more
Small Quantity Universal Waste Handler (SQUWH) = 5,000 Kg or less
PROHIBITIONS	 ________
1	 Did the SQUWH dispose of universal waste? [3745-273-1 1(A)] 	 Yes 0 No 0'N/A E

2	 Did the SQUWH dilute or treat universal waste except when responding to	 Yes 0 No j'1/A U
releases as provided in 3745-273-17 or managing specific wastes as

_____ provided in 3745-273-13? [3745-273-11(B)]
WASTE MANAGEMENT & LABELING/MARKING
UNIVERSAL WASTE BATTERIES
3	 Are battery(ies) that show evidence of leakage spillage or damage that	 Yes U	 N/A

could cause leaks contained? [3745-273-13(A)(1)]
4	 If batteries are contained are the containers closed and structurally sound 	 Yes U	 N/A

compatible with the contents of the battery and lack evidence of leakage
_____ spillage or damage that could cause leakage? [3745-273-13(A)(1)]
5.	 Does the SQUWH conduct any of the following activities:

a. Sort batteries by type? 	 Yes U No U N/A

b. Mix battery types in one container?	 Yes U No U N/A 9 ' -

C.	 Discharge batteries to remove the electric charge? 	 Yes U No 0 N/A ET

d. Regenerated used batteries?	 Yes U No U N/A

e. Disassemble them into individual batteries or cells? 	 -	 Yes U No U N/A

f. Remove batteries from consumer products?	 Yes L] No 0 N/A

g. Remove the electrolyte from the battery? -	 -	 Yes El No U N/A [.J"

If so are the casings of the batteries breached not intact or open (except 	 ye D No [1 N/A L"
to remove the electrolyte)'? [3745-273-13(A)(2)]

6	 If the electrolyte is removed or other waste generated has it been 	 Yes El iN/A LY'
determined whether it is a hazardous waste ? [3745-273-13(A)(3)] 
a	 lithe electrolyte or other waste is characteristic is it managed in	 Yes U Al	 N/A Là"

compliance with 3745-50 through 3745-69? [3745-273-13(A)(3)(a)]
b	 If the electrolyte or other waste is not hazardous is it managed in 	 Yes U N	 N/A

compliance with applicable law'? [3745 273-1 3(A)(3)(b)]
7	 Are the battery(ies) of container(s) of batteries labeled with the words	 Yes U NdUD N/A

Universal Waste - Batteries or Waste Battery(ies) or Used Battery(ies)7
[3745-273-14(A)]

UNIVERSAL WASTE LAMPS
B.	 Does the SQGUHW contain lamps in containers or packages that are	 Yes LI	 /A U

structurally sound adequate to prevent breakage and are compatible with
contents of the lamps? Are containers or packages closed and do they lack
evidence of leakage, spillage or damage that could cause leakage? [3745-
273-13(D)(1)]

9	 Are lamps that show evidence of breakage leakage or damage that could	 Yes fl No 41I/A U
cause a release of mercury or hazardous constituents into the environment
immediately cleaned up? Are they placed into a container that is closed,
structurally sound, compatible with the contents of the lamps, and lack
evidence of leakage spillage or damage that could cause leakage or

[Facility Name/inspection Date]
[ID Numberl
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releases of mercury or hazardous waste constituents to the environment?
[3745-273-13(D)(2)]

10	 Are the lamps or containers or packages of lamps labeled with the words	 Yes U Na 5"N/A U
Universal Waste Lamp(s) or Waste Lamp(s) or Used Lamp(s) 9 [3745-

273-14(E)]
NOTE: Treatment (such as crushing) by a UWH is prohibited under this rule unless the facility is permitted
for such activities [3745-273-31(8)]. A generator crushing lamps must manage lamps according to hazardous
waste rules (OAC Chapter 3745-52). Lamp crushing is a form of generator treatment (OAC 3745-52-34). Crushed
lamps must be transported by a registered hazardous waste transporter to a permitted hazardous waste facility under
a hazardous waste manifest.
ACCUMULATION TIME - No A-t *L,tT7CP' cE Afl-ni'f
11.	 Is the waste accumulated for less than one year? [3745-273-15(A)] If not: 	 'es U No U N/A

a	 Was the waste accumulated over one year in order to facilitate	 Yes U No Q N/A U
proper recovery, treatment or disposal' (Burden of proof is on the
handler to demonstrate) [3745-273-15(B)]

NOTE: Accumulation is defined as date generated or date received from another handler.
12	 Is the length of time the universal waste is stored documented by one of 	 Yes U No O N/A U

the following [3745-273 1 5(C)] 

a. Marking or labeling the container with the earliest date when the	 Yes U No U N/A U
universal waste became a waste or was received? [3745-273-
15(C)(1)]

b. Marking or labeling individual item(s) of universal waste with the 	 Yes U No U N/A U
earliest date that it became a waste or was received? [3745-273-
15(C)(2)1

C.	 Maintaining an inventory system on-site that identifies the date the	 Yes U No U N/A U
universal waste became a waste or was received? [3745-273-
15(C)(3)1

d. Maintaining an inventory system on-site that identifies the earliest	 Yes U No U N/A U
date that any universal waste in a group of universal waste items or
a group of containers became a universal waste or was received?
[3745-273-15(C)(4)]

e. Placing the universal waste in a specific accumulation area and	 Yes U No U N/A LI]
identifyipg the earliest start date or date received? [3745-273-
15(C)(5)]

f. Any other method, which clearly demonstrates, the length of time the Yes U No U N/A U
universal waste has been accumulated from the date it became a
waste or was received? [3745-273-15(C)(6)] ___________________________

EMPLOYEE TRAINING	 -
13	 Are employees who handle or have the responsibility for managing 	 Yes LI NG 3(N/A U

universal waste informed of waste handling/emergency procedures relative
to their responsibilities? [3745-273-16]

RESPONSE TO RELEASES
14	 Are releases of universal waste and other residues immediately contained? Yes U Na 13'N/A U

[3745-273-17(A)]
15	 Is the material released characterized? [3745-273-17(B)] 	 Yes U 4o siN/A U
___ fitcs,i rj etiji) foR 0*C y'sf2-/(
16	 If the material released is a hazardous waste is it managed as required in 	 Yes U No fl N/A U

OAC Chapters 3745-50 through 3745-69? (If the waste is hazardous the
handler is considered the generator of the waste and is subject to Chapter
3745-52) [3745-273-17 (B)]	 1$ CJ /r	 C 7 Lb ft ta c ftc.	 ) Qf- 1 -

OFF-SITE SHIPMENTS - ,.v p Ft-s [TIC' str, i1,wrr ffl$-flL
NOTE: If a SQUWH self-transports waste, then they must comply with the Universal Waste transporter
requirements.
17	 Are universal wastes sent to either another handler, destination facility or 	 Yes fl No fl NIA U

foreign destination? [3745-273-18(A)]

[Facility Name/inspection Date]
[ID Number]
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NOTE: SQUWHs are prohibited to send waste to any other facility.
18. if the universal waste meets the definition of hazardous material under 49 	 Yes El

CFR 171-180, are DOT requirements met with regard to package, labels,
placards _and _shipping _papers? _[3745-273-18(C)]

19. Prior to shipping universal waste off-site, does the receiver agree to receive Yes El
the shipment? [3745-273-18(D)]

20. If the universal waste shipped off-site is rejected by another handler or
destination facility does the oriqinatinq handler do one of the followina:

N/A El

N/A El

a. Yes El No El N/A EY

b. I Agree to where the shipment will be sent? [3745-273-18(E)(2)]
	

Yes El No El N/A [3

21.	 If a handler rejects a partial or full load from another handler, does the 	 Yes El No 0 N/A
receiving handler contact the originating handler and discuss one of the

a. Sending the waste back to the originating handler? [3745-273-
18(F)(1)]

b. Sending the shipment to a destination facility? (If both the originating
and receiving handler agree) [3745-273-18(F)(2)]

	

22.	 If the handler received a shipment of hazardous waste that was not
universal waste, did the SQUWH immediately notify Ohio EPA? [3745-273-
18(G)]

	

23.	 If the handler received a shipment of nonhazardous, non-universal waste,
was the waste managed in accordance with applicable law? [3745-273-
18(H)]

EXPORTS
24. 1 Is waste being sent to a foreign destination? If so:

Yes El No El N/A

Yes El No El N/A

Yes El No I] N/A

Yes El No Q N/A

es P1 No RN/A

a.	 Does the small quantity handler comply with primary expor ter	 Yes El NO 0 N/A EV
requirements in OAC 3745-52-53, 3745-52-56, and 3745-52-57?

b.	 Is waste exported only upon consent of the receiving country and i
conformance with U.S. EPA's "Acknowledgment of Consent" as
defined in 3745-52-50 to -52-57? [3745-273-20(B)]

C.	 Is  copy of U.S. EPA's "Acknowledgment of Consent" provided to
the transporter? [3745-273-20(C)]

Yes U No U N/A

Yes El MG 0 N/A
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