
April 9, 2010

Mr. W. Carl Kappes
Hummell Industries Inc.
40 Oak Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45217
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Environmental
Protection Agency

Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Asher, Lt. Governor
Chris Korieski, Director

Re: Complaint investigation, Hummell Industries Inc., Hamilton County

Dear Mr. Kappes:

On April 5, 2010 Ohio EPA investigated a complaint at Hummel[ Industries Inc. located at
40 & 42 Oak St. in Cincinnati, Ohio. The complaint alleged concerns of mismanagement of
spent solvents, acids, and fuels. A comprehensive inspection to determine compliance
with all of Ohio's hazardous waste laws and regulations, astound under the Ohio Revised
Code (ORC) and the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) was not conducted. You and Bruce
Williams represented Hummel[ Industries Inc. Laura Marshall and I represented Ohio EPA.

As a result of the complaint investigation, I noted the following violation and general
concern. To address these, you should follow Ohio EPA's recommendations below and
provide a written explanation to this office within 30 days which describes how Hummell
Industries Inc. has addressed these.

Violation 1-
Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-52-11

This regulation requires that if a company generates a waste, the company must determine
if the waste is a hazardous waste. Hummel generates spent solvent waste from cleaning
related to caulking. Many spent solvents are a hazardous waste.

To address this violation, collect all spent solvent in a drum with closed lid and determine if
it is a hazardous waste. I recommend consulting a local hazardous waste treatment
storage disposal facility for assistance. If it is a hazardous waste, Hummel Industries Inc
must dispose of it through a hazardous waste treatment storage disposal facility. It is
possible an alternate less hazardous solvent may be substituted, either way the solvent
must be collected. Note this regulation applies to any waste Hummel Inc. generates.
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General Concern 1-
55 Gallon Steel Drums

At the time of inspection April 5, 2010 Ohio EPA noted two aging black steel drums near
the storage building which contained unknown liquid. Ohio EPA is concerned these maybe
waste and the drums may deteriorate and leak.

To address this concern, determine if the contents of the drums are waste. If so determine
if it is hazardous waste. If it is hazardous waste dispose of it properly.

This concludes Ohio EPA's complaint investigation. Ohio EPA's failure to list specific
deficiencies or violations in this letter does not relieve you from having to comply with all
applicable regulations. If you have any questions relative to this letter or about how to
comply with other hazardous waste regulations please contact me at (937) 285-6357.

Sincerely,

Brian Gitzinger
District Representative
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

cc:	 DHWM Data Entry/ Facility file
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SIS Case No.

COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION FORM
DATE/TIME REPORTED: 02/1212010 9:15	 DISTRICT OFFICE: SWDO

COMPLAINANT:

	

	
SUSPECTED SOURCE:
Name/Facility: Hummel Inc.

Name:

Address:	 Address: 400(40?) Oak St.	 1K 212

Phone No:	 County: Hamilton

Phone No: 513-242-1323; 513-242-1321

Confidential Status: . :s±XtJ No 	 Regulatory Status: CEG SOC LOG TSD
if complainant requests ?cdnfldentility, record complainant	 Transporter	 Non-notifier
Information on page 2 and attach.

Comments:	 EPA ID# NA

STATEMENT OF COMPLAINT: (Location, type of material, quantity, areas affected).

The business is a general contractor which does building restoration work.

Complainant stated that waste chemicals are routinely dumped on the property, generally once a week,
volumes of a gallon or two, or sometimes 5-gallon buckets of excess material. Chemicals dumped include
toluene, MEK, styrene, acids (HF, HCl), chlorine, building wash, and fuels. Left over chemicals are poured on
the ground around the office The complainant said that he gets headaches from the odors and others have
complained about it as well.
He said that the dumping has been occurring for over 20 years, and that in their safety training meetings the
owner has instructed the workers on where to dump the chemicals so it would not be noticed and attract our
attention. He said dumping occurs around the main warehouse and at the nearby office building. There is also
disposal area in a big open area which has been covered with a pile of skids of brick and block.

ASSOCIATED INDIVJCOMPANIES:

COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY: L. Marshall

INVESTIGATION SUMMARY:

INVESTIGATOR ASSIGNED:	 PRIORITY: High
	

Low

LOCATED IN SWAP AREA? Yes 	 REQUIRED RESPONSE TIME:

ACTIONS/OBSERVATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS:

INVESTIGATION/STATUS/RESOLUTION:
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Send to Central Office	
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

[1	 RCRA SUBTITLE C SITE
IDENTIFICATIONNERIFICATION FORM

For Ohio EPA use only

EPA ID Number:
Name: hui
Street Address: 40 & 42 oak at
City, Town, or Village: cincinnati 	 State: OH
County Name: hamilton 	 Zip Code: 45217

Private	 County I District	 Federal	 Indian	 Municipal	 State I Other
C	 0	 0 0	 C I D t D

mentative	 First Name: w 	 IN: carl[Last Name: kappes

ies can be	
Title: VP

i:be2	 Phone Number 513-242-1321 	 ]_Phone- Number Extension
E-Mail Address:

iddress
Us different	 Street	 bTi:
ddress City, Town or Village:

State:	 Izip Code:

Site.	 Saint bernard real estate inc	 I (mmlddlyyyy):
)wners	 Owner	 Private County 	 District Federal	 Indian Municipal State Other
sinthe	 Type:	 I E	 I 0	 I 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
n or on	 Street or P.O- Box: 	 40 oak at

------------------------------------------------------this form	 --wner
—r

Phorie#:	 -- --
State: ohio	 -ry-]apcod452i7
Name of Site's Operator: 	 Date Became Operator
HICON inc	 (mm/dd/yyyy):
Operator Private	 County	 District	 Federal	 Indian Municipal 	 State Other

Type:	 Z	 0 1 0	 0 I 0	 0 1 0 1 0
Street or P.O. Box: 42 oak st
City, Town or Village: cincinnati 	 Operator Phone #:
State: ohio	 Country	 Zip Code: 45217

Large QuantityNot a HW Generator I Li UNKNOWN:

Short-Term Generator (generates from
a short-term or one-time event and not
from on-going processes). Check the
box for the applicable generator status
and provide a comment

U.b. importer
Mixed Waste
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Hazardous Waste Transporter 	 U Exempt Boiler and/or Industrial Furnace
Hazardous Waste Transfer Facility

	
o Small Quantity On-Site Burner Exemption

Treater, Storer or Disposer of Hazardous Waste
	

o Smelting, Melting, Refining Furnace Exemption
Recycler of Hazardous Waste
	 0 Underground Injection Control Facility

Revised 03.11.10
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